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INTRODUCTION. 

Je(5B(>j(AVIGATI0N, like other arts has been 
)K N JbC pc^'^cd by degrees. It is not eafy to 
w^^ conceive that any age or nation wat 
•^ without fome vcflfel, in which rivers 

might be pai&d by travellers, or lakes fre- 
quented by fiihermen ; but we have no know- 
ledge of any fhip that could endure the violence 
of the ocean, before the ark of lioah, 

As the tradition of the deluge has been tranf- 
mitted to almoft all the nations of the earth ; it 
muft be fuppofed that the memory of the 
means by which l^oah and his family were pre- 
ferved, would be continued long among their de- 
fcendants, and that the poflibility of palliug the 
feas could never be doubted. 

What men kno>y to be prafUcable, a thoufand 
motives will incite them to try ; and there is 
reafon to believe, that from the time that the ge- 
nerations of the poftdiluvian race fpread to the 
fea fhores,, there were always navigators that 
ventured upon the fea, though, perhaps, not 
willingly beyond the fight of land. 



Iv INTRODUCTIOK. 

Of the anctfrnt voyages llrtle certain h known , 
and it \s not ncceilary to hy before the reader 
fuch conjtdures a& learned men have oflfer^ to 
the world. The Romam by conquering GjK 
ihiige, put a flop to a great part ol the trade of 
diilatit nations with one another, and becaufe 
they thought only on war and con quelle a^ their 
Empire encrefifed, commerce was difcou raged ; 
%\\\ under the latter Emperors, fhips feem to have 
been of Uitle other ufe than to tranfport foldiers. 

Navigation could not be carried to any great 
degree of certainty, witljout the compafs ; whiek 
was unknown to the ancients. The wonderful 
quality by which a needle, or fmall bar offteel, 
touched with a load Hone or magnet, and turning 
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Tin far into the fea, and againft which the waves 
bi0lce with uncommon agitation. 

The firft who is known to have formed the 
defign of new difcoveries, or the firft who had 
power to execute hispurpofes, was Don Henry the 
£fth fon of John the Finl, Kine oi Portugal, and 
Pbilifpina, fitter of He/irv the Fourth of England. 
Den Henry having attended his father to the con- 
quett oiCettta, obtained by converfadon with the 
inhabitants of the continent, feme accounts of the 
interior kingdoms and fouthern coaft of Africa ; 
which, though rude and indittin6l, were fufficient 
to raife his curiofity, and convince him that there 
were countries yet unknown and worthy of 
difcovery. 

He therefore equipped feme fmall veffels, and 
commanded that they (hould pafs as far as they 
could along that coaft of Africa^ which looked 
upon the great Atlantic Ocean, the immenfiry of 
which ilruck the grofs and unflcilful navigators 
of thefe times, with terror and amazement. He 
was not able ta conmiunicace his own ardour to 
his feamen, who proceeded very flowly in the 
new attempt, each was afraid to venture much 
further than he that went before him, and ten 
years were fpent before they had advanced 
beyond cape Bajador, fo called from its long pro- 
greftion into the ocean, and the circuit bv which 
it nmft be doubled. The oppofition pi this pro- 
' montory to the courfe of the lea, produced a 
violent current and high waves, itita which thc^ 
^urA not venture, and vilaOcv >iM:^\i^.^ ^^\.>\^ 
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ledge enough to avoid by Itaading off froni 
ud mCQ the open fea, 

le Prince was defirous to know fomcthing 
; countries that lay beyond this fofinida}>le 

and Cent two commanders^ named John 
xhi Zarco^ and ^Irifian Vas^ (<4i8) to 
>eyond Bajad^r, and furvey the coail be- 
lt. They were caught by a tempeft, which 

them out into the up known ocean, when 
ex pf fled to perifti by the vjolcDce of the 
, or perhaps to wander for ^vcr in the 
llefs deep. At lad, in the mid ft of their 
ir, they found a fmiii! iAand, where they 
red them reives, and which the fenfe of 
deliverance difpofed them to call BuirU 
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chtnge ks place. Tiny direded tkeir ooyrfe to« 
wards it» and (141 9) dHco^ered anodier ifland 
covered with trees, wkich they therefore called 
Madtra, or tbe ifle of Wood. 

Mmdirm was given to Vok or Zareo^ who fet 
ire to the woods^ which are reported by SonxMf 
to have burnt for feven years together, and to 
have been wafted» till want of wood was the 
greateft inconvenience of the place. Bat green 
wood is not very apt to barn, and the heavy 
rains which fall in thefe eonntries mnft furely 
have extinguiihed the conflagration, were it ever 
£> vident. 

There was yet. little progrefs made upon the 
ibuthem coail, and Honr/s projedl was treated 
as chimerical, by many of his countrymen. At 
iBiStGiUaMis (1433) psufled the dreadtul cape, to 
which he gave the name of Bt^ador^ and came 
back» to the wonder of the nation. 

In two voyages more made in the two follow- 
ing years, they pafled forty-two leagues further, 
and in the latter, two men with horfes being fet 
onfliore, wandered over the countiy, and found 
nineteen men, whom according to the favage 
manners of that age they attacked, the natives 
having javelins, wounded one of the Portuguifip 
and received fome wounds from them. At the 
mouth of a river they found fea-wolves in ^reat 
numbers, and brought home many of their £ins» 
which were much efteemed^ 

A»%mi 
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onto GonzaliSf who had beep one of the 
tes of GilianiSy was fcnt again ( 1 440) to 
back a cargo of the fkins of fea wolves. 
'as followed in another (hip by Nunn^ 
n. They were now of ftrength fufficient 
ture upon violence, they therefore landed, 
ithout either right or provocation, made 
Dm they feized their prifoners, and brought 
to Portugal^ with great commendationt 
om the Prince and the nation. 

ry now began to pleafe himfelf with the 
> of his projedb, and as one of his pur- 
was the converiion of infidels, thought it 

iry to ir/.part his undertaking to the Pofe, 

' obtain the lane. ions of ecclefiaftical au- 

'. 'j'o this end Fernando Lopez d'Azevedo 

:)atchcJ to Rame, who relattd to the /^ 
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different from thofe of Europeans, and the hope 
of gain from golden regions, which has been 
always the great incentive of hazard and difco- 
vcry, now beean to operate with full force. 
The defire of riches and of dominion, which is 
yet more pleafmg to the fancy, filled the couris 
of the Portugui/e Prince with innu merable ad- 
venturers from very diftant parts of Europe. 
Some wanted to be employed in the fearch after 
new comitries, and fome to be fetded in thofe 
which had been already found. 

Communities now began to be feized with the 
infedion of enterprife, and many affociations 
were formed for the equipment of (hips, and the 
acquifition of ^the riches of diftant regions, 
which perhaps were always fuppofed to be more 
wealthy, as more remote. Thefe undertakers 
agreed to pay the Prince a fifth part of the p; o- 
fit, fometimes a greater (hare, and fent out the 
armament at their own expence. 

The city of Lagos was the firft that carried on 
this dcfign by contribution. The inhabitants 
fitted out fix vefi'eis, under the command of 
laU^arot, one of the Prince's houfhold, and foon 
after fourteen more were furnilhed for the lame 
purpofe, under the fame commander ; to thofe 
were added many belonging to private men, 
fo that in a fhort time, twenty-fix (hips put 
{o fea in queft of whatever fortune fhould 
prefent. 
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'he Jliipa of La^9s were foon fe pa rated bjr 
[ weather, and die rell, taking each ks own 
rfe, ilopped at different p^rt^ of thc^^Jricam 
ll, fiom Cape E/a/tcs to Cape /'Vr;^. Some 
hem in 14+41 anchored ^lU^mira^ one of the 
arifi, where ihey wtre kindly tre;ited by the 
ibiuntSj who took them into their fcrvice, 
inft tlie people of the ifle of Palma^ with 
)m they were at war j but the Feriuguexe at 
T re E urn to G&mera^ not being made fo rich 
they expelled, fell upon their friends, ia 
tempt of all the laws of hofpitalky and fti^ 
ations of alliance, and, making fevcral of 
m prifoncrs and flaves, fet iailfor Lijbm. 

*he Canarks2X^ fuppofed to have been known, 
vever imperfefll Vj to the antients, but in the 
ifufion of the fubfequent ages, they were 
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not oppofe the papd grant, yet complained of 
it, as made without their knowledge, and in 
contravention of their rights. 

The firfl fetrfement in the Canaries was made 
by yofm de Betancottr^ a French gentleman, for 
whom his kinfman Robin de Bmquement, admiral 
of France^ bf gged them, whh the title of king, 
from Henry the Magnificent of CaftiU^ to whom 
he had done eminent lervices. John made him- 
felf mafter of fome of the ides, but could never 
conquer the Grand Canary^ and having fpent all 
that he had. went back to Europe y leaviDg his 
nephew MaJJtot de Betancour, to take care of his 
new dominion. Majpot had a quarrel with the 
vicar- general, and was likewife difgufted by the 
long abfence of his uncle, whom the French king 
-detained in his fervice, and being able to keep his 
ground no longer, he transferred his rights to 
Don Henryy in exchange for fome diftridls in the 
Maderuy where he fettled his family. 

Don Henry y when he had purcha(ed thofe 
iilands, fent thither in 1424, two thou fand five 
hundred foot, and an hundred and twenty horfe ; 
but the army was too numerous to be maintaineJ 
by the country. The king of Caftile afterwards 
daimed them, as conquered by his fubjedls under 
Brtancour, and held under the crown of Cajiile 
by fealty and homage ; his claim was allowed, 
and the Canaries were refigned. 

It was the conftant praftice of Henry's navi- 
gators, when thty ftcppcd at adrf^tl*\^^tA^ \a 
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knd cattle upon it, and leave tKem to breeds 
where neither wanting room nor food, they mul- 
tiplied very fafi^, and fwrnifhed a very commo-' 
dious iupply to thofe who cauic afterwards to the 
fame place. This was imitati;^ m fojne degree 
by Anfin^ at the iflc of Juan Fernandez, 

The 1 Hands o^MaJern^ he not only filled whb 
inhabirantSj aflififd by artificers of every kind, 
but procured fuch plants as feemed likely to 
Rourifh in chat climate, and irjtroduce4 the fugar 
canes and vioe^^ which afterwards producea a 
very large revenue. , 

The trade of Jfrica now began to be gainful, 
but a great part of the gain arofe from the faJe 
offlavei, who were aniiuaOy brought into /^Ar* 
tiigal^ by htifidreJs, as Luftau relate&j and 
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them birdsy and fometimes fifhes, according as 
their fails were {jpread or lowered ; and fome- 
times conceinng them to be only phantoms. 
which played too and fro in the ocean. Such is 
the account given by the hiftorian, perhaps with 
too mnch prejudice againll a negroe's under- 
handing ; who though he might well wonder at 
the balk and fwiftnefs of the firll (hip, would 
fcarcely conceive it to be either a bird or a fifh ; 
but having feen many bodies floating in this 
water, would think it what it really is, a large 
boat ; and if he had no knowledge of any means 
by which icparate pieces of timber may be joined 
together, would form very wild notions concern- 
ing its conftruAion, or perhaps fuppofe it to be 
a hollow trunk of a tree, from fome country 
where trees grow to a much greater height and 
tbicknefs than in his own. 

When the Portugueze came to land, they en- 
creafed the afloniHiment of the poor inhabitants, 
who faw men clad in iron, with thunder and 
lightening in their hands. They did not under - 
ftand each other, and figns are a very imperfed 
mode of communication even to men of more 
knowledge than the negroes fo that they could 
not eaiily negociate or traffick ; at laft the Pur- 
fugues laid hands on fome of them to carry 
them home for a fample ; and their dread and 
amazement was raifed, fays Lafitauy to the 
highell pitch, when ths Europeans fired their can- 
nons and mufkets among them, and they faw 
their companions fall dead at their i^Vi n^viKq^^ 
[ a ] ^'^^ 
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ny enemy at hand, or any vifible caufc of their 

Leflru£lion« 

On what occafion, or for wliat parpofc can* 
,ons and muiksts wstz difcharged among a 
leople harmlefs and fecure, by tlrangen who 
y^ithout any right v ill ted their coail ; it is not 
hought neceflfary to inform us. The Partugmfi 
LOU Id fear riothing from thtm, and had there- 
ore no adequate provocation ; nor is there any 
eafon to believe but that they nmrdered the nc- 
rroes in wanton merriment^ pt^/hapa only to try 
low many a volley would deftroy, or what would 
3e the conilern^tion of thofe that ihonld efcape. 
^e are openly told, that they had thelefs fcruple 
:oiicernin^ their trcatrnt^nc cf the favage people, 
>ecauie they fcarcely confidered ihem as diftin£t 
Tom bealli ; and indeed the praflice of all the 
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Ae negroes and enrich themfelves. This prance 
of rou>ery condnaed till feme of the negroes 
who had been enilaved learned the language of 
P^rn^aif fb as tp be able to interpret for their 
countrymen, and one Joh/i Fernandez applied 
himft^ to the negroe tongue. 

From this time began fomething like a regular 
traffick, fuch as can fubM between nations where 
all the power is on one fide ; and a factory was 
iettled in the iAe of Arguin, under the procedion 
of a fort. The profit of this new trade was 
affiled for a certain term to FtrMnan Jo Gomez, 
which ieems to be the conunon method of efta- 
blifhing a trade that is yet too fmall to engage 
the care of a nation, and can only be enlarged 
by that attention which is bejftowed by private 
men ojpon private advantage. Gomez continued 
the diicoveries to Cape Catherine^ two degrees 
and a half beyond the line. 

In the latter part of the reign of Alphovfo V. 
the ardonr of difcovery was fomewhat intermit- 
ed, and all commercial enterprifes were inter- 
rupted by the wars, in which he was engaged 
with various fuccefs. But John II. who fuc- 
ceeded, being fully convinced both of the ho* 
nour and advantage of extending his dominions 
in countries hitherto unknown, profecuted the 
defigns of Prince Henry with the utmoft vigour, 
and in a fhort time added to his other titles, that 
of king of Gmnea and of the coaft ofJ/rifa. 

In 146^5, in the third year of the rei^n of 
7iA« Ih died Prince Henry^ dvt ^i^ wv^^vix^^^^ 
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of remote na^vigadon, by whofe inciteq 
patronage, and exam pi e> dill ant nations ] 
been made acquainted with each other, 
knQWD countries have htcn brought Ifito ge| 
view, and the fower of Europe has been 
tendtid lo the remoteU parts of the wc 
What mankind has loft and gained by the 
nlvis and delign^ of ihis Prince^ it wonld be [ 
to compare, and very di^Rctdt to eftimale. H 
knowledge h^s been acquired « and much en 
been cnitimitted, the belief of reltgion has I 
very Httle propagated^ and its laws have J 
outrageoufly and enoimoufly violated* 
Enrapeans have fcarcely vificed any coaA:, bl 
gratifV avarice J and extend conuption ; to a 
gate dotninion without righr, and pratlife crv 
wichcut incentive. Happy had it then becj 
the oppreOed, if the defigns of Ihnr^ had 
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Acy thought it proper to give to ths new 
coafl, and any other information for thofe that 
might happen to follow them; but now they 
began to ered piles of ftone with a crofs on the 
top, and engraved on the (lone, the arms of 
PortugaU the name of the king, and of the 
commander of the fhip, with the day and year 
of the difcovery . This was accounted fufEcient to 
prove their claim to the new lands ; which might 
be pleaded with juftice enough againft any other 
Eurofeans^ and the rights of the original inhabi- 
tants were never taken into notice. Of thefe 
ftone-records nine more were eredled in the reign 
of King John, along the coaft of Africa as far as 
the Cape of Good Hope, 

The fortrefs in the ifle of Arguin was fini(hed, 
and it was thought necefTary to build another at 5. 
Georgia d$ la Mina^ a'few degrees north of the line, 
to fecure the trade of gold du(t, which was chiefly 
carried on at that place. For this purpofe a fleet 
was fitted out of ten large and three fmaller 
vefTels, freighted with materials for building the 
fort, and with provifions and ammunition for fix 
hundred men, of whom one hundred were 
workmen and labourers. Father Lafitau relates 
in very particular terms, that thefe fliips carried 
hewn ftones, bricks, and timber for the fort, fo 
that nothing remained but barely to ere^l it. He 
does not feem to confider how fmall a fort could 
be made out of the lading of ten ihips. 

The command of this fleet wai^ ^vJWL\ft 0<k^ 
J>ugo iPjizambue^ who fet faW Dec* \\* v^^- 
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id reaching La Mina, Jan. 19* 1482, ga^« 
] mediate notice of his arrival to Qar^tmanfi^^ 
petty prince of that part of the cotintry, 
horn he very earnclUy mvited to an imme^iiate 
inference. 

Having received a meflage of civHity from the 
^groe chief, he knded and cbofe a nfrng 
ouod proper for his intended fortrefs, on which 
? planted a banner wkh the arms of P&rtugaf^ 
id took po^eiHon in the name of his maRcr, 
e then raifrd an altar at the foot of a great 
ee, on which mafs was celebrated, rhe whole 
fi-mbiy, fays J.ajitatt^ breaking out into tears of 
ivotion at the profpeift of inviting thefe bar- 
rous nations to the profeflion of the true faith* 
:ing fectireof thegoodncfs of the end they h^d 
\ fcruple about the means^ nor ever|C(Jn fide red 
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fimges. When a fort is bailt and a faflory 
eftabliihedy there remains no other care than to 
grow rich. It is foon found that ignorance is 
moSt eaiily kept in fubjedion. and chat by en- 
lightening the mind with truth, fraud and ufur- 
patioQ would be made leis pradicable and lefs 
ficure. 

In a few days an interview was appointed be- 
tween CMramanJk and Azamhue. The Portuguefe 
Qttered by his interpreter a pompous fpcech, in 
which he made the negroe Prince large offers of 
his mafter*s friendihip, exhorted him to embrace 
the reli^on of his new ally, and told him that 
as they came to form a league of friendihip with 
him» it was neceflary that they fliould build a 
fort which might ferve as a retreat from their 
common enemies, and in which the Portugueft 
might be always at hand to lend him afliilance. # 

The negroe, who feemed very well to under- 
fiand what the Admiral intended, after a (hort 

Eiufe returned an anfwer full of refped to the 
ng oiPtrtugal^ but appeared a little doubtful 
' what to determine with relation to the fort. The 
commander faw his diffidence, and ufed all his 
art of ' perfuaiion to overcome it. Caramon/a 
cither induced by hope or conftrained by fear, 
either defirous to make them friends or not flar- 
ing to make them enemies, confented with a 
(hew of joy, to that which it was not in his 
power to refufe, and the new comers bej^an next 
day to break the ground for the foundation o' a 
ferr. 
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Witkin the liniit of their intended fortifia 
tjon, were fome fpots appropriated to fiiperfl 
l"u«us pra^^ticcs, which the negroes no fooner pe 
ceived in danger of violation by the fpade ai 
pickax, than they ran to arms and began to ii 
terrvjpt the work. The Poriupefe perfifted 
their purpofe. and there had ioon been tomi 
and blood flied, had not the Admiral who was 
a tHilancej to fuperintend the unlading the m 
rejials fur the edifice, been informed of t 
danger. He was told at the fame time that t 
fuppnrt of their fupetflition wa^ only a pretenc 
and that all their rage might be appeafed by t^ 
prtfents which the Prince expcSed, andofwhi 
he had bten offended by the delay. 

The Fcritigutfi Admiral immediately ran to 1 
^eniprohibi:cd allviolenccj and ftoppedthecoi 
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Bfgmes. They then proceeded to complete their 
iielign. A church was built in the place where 
the firft altar had been raifed, on which a mafi 
vas e(labli(hed to be celebrated for ever once a 
day for the repofe of the foul of Hmry^ the firlt 
mover of the^ difcoveries. 

In this fort the Admiral remained with fixty 
foldiersy and fent back the reft in the Hiips, with 
gold, flaves, and other commodities, it may 
ha obierved that Haves were never forgotten, and 
that wherever they went they gratified their pride 
if not their avarice, and brought fome of the 
Battves, when it happened that they brought 
nothii^ elfe. 

The Portugutfe endeavoured to extend their 
dominions ftiU farther. They had gained fome 
knowledge of the Jaloffs^ a nation inhabiting the 
coaft of Guinea^ between the Gambia and Senegal. 
The King of ^'^^faloffs being vicious and luxu- 
rkms, remitted the care of the government to 
Bimoin his brother by the mother's fide, in pre- 
ference to two other brothers by his father. 
Bemoiu who wanted neither bravery nor pru- 
dence» knew that his ftatfon was invidious and 
dangerous, and therefore made an alliance with 
the Portuguefe^ and retained them in his defence 
by liberality and kindnefs. At laft the King 
was killed by the contrivance of his brothers, 
vA Bemoin was to loie his power or maintain it 
fcy wgr. 
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He had recourft' in this exigence to bis ^rtd 
ally che King oJ- Fort ago/ ^ who promifed to (up* 
port him on coDdkjon that he ihould bccume i 
chriilian, and l^nt an ambalfkdDr accompanifd 
With miliiuimries. Bsmun pron^iied all cK^C was ro; 
quiud, oLjediog only diat the cim^ of a civil waq 
was not u proper fcalon for a chang^e of religion 
which woLild alictiaci^ his adhtrjrent^, but f^id^ tkij 
when he was once peaceably eilabliflied, hk 
would not only tmbrace the true reiigian himft:!^ 
but would endeavour the co£V£rlioa oi dm 
kingdom. i 

This excufe wa» admitted, snd B^main detained 
his converfion for a year, renewing hia promi& 
from time to time. But ihe war \\^ nnliicceisfuj^ 
trade wa^i at a l^and, and Bmmn was not able ta 
pay the money which he had bojrroived of the 
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ftipping ^r Portugal with twenty- five of his 
principal followers. 

The King of Portugal pleafcd his own vanity 
and that of his fubjca?, by receiving him with 
great flate and magnificence, as a mighty mo- 
narch who had fled to an ally for fuccour in 
misfortune. AH the lords and ladies of the court 
were afi*emb1ed, and Bemoin was conducted with 
a fplendid atterdance into the hall of audience, 
where the King rofe from his throne to welcome 
iim. Bemoin then made a fpeech with great 
cafe and dignity, reprefenting his unhappy Itate, 
and imploring the favour of this powerful ally. 
The King was touched with his alHidion and 
ttruck by his wifdom. 

The converfion of Bemoin v as much c^efired 
by the king, and it was therefore immediately 
propofed to him that he fhould become a chriftian. 
£cdefiaiHcks wertf fent to inllraft him, and hav- 
ing now no more obllacles from intereft. he was 
. eafily perfuaded to declare himfdf whatever 
would pleaie thefe on whom he now depended. 
He was baptized on the third day of December 
1489, in the palace of the Queen with great 
magnificence, and named John after the Kmg. 

Sozne time was fpcnt in feafts and fports on 
this great occafion, and the negroes fignalized 
theinfelves by many feats of agility, far fur- 
pafiling the power of Europeans^ who having 
more helps of art, are lefs dill^txw. to c\i\vvN'^^ 
the qualities ofDaivre, In tbe mt«iTi<VH>.^ v««tvv 



I 



i^mg s confeflbr. The con 
which filled the coaft of Afr 
given to Pedro Vox, (TAcugn 
who Toon after they had Ian 
pleafed with his expedition 
inconveniences by dabbing 
the heart The King hea 
with great (brrow, but did n 
the murderer. 

The King's concern for th 
moin was not the mere efFedl of 
he hoped by his help to fa 
figns. He now began to forj 
a way to the Esft Indiesy anc 
country by that gainful comm 
encouraged to believe prad. 
which the Moors had given t( 
which fubfeqaent difcoveries 
fufficiently near to cxad>nk;fs 
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dppofed to reign in the midft of Afta^ and others 
in the depth ot EthiofiUf between the ocean and 
Red-fea. The account of the African chriftians 
was confirmed by fojne AhiJUinians who had tra- 
yelled into ^atn^ and by fome friars tbac had 
vifited the holy land ; and the King was ex- 
tremely deflrous of their correfpondence and 
alliance. 

Some obicure intelligence had been obtained, 
which made it feem probable that a way might 
be found from the countries lately difcovered, 
to thofe of this far-famed monarch. In i486, 
an ambafTador came from the King of Bemin^ to 
dcfire that preachers might be fent to inftrudt 
him and his iubjefts in the true religion. He 
related that in the inland country three hundred 
and iifty leagues eailward from Beminy was a 
mighty monarch called Ogatie, who had jurii- 
didtion both fpiritual and temporal over other 
Kings ; that the King of Bemin and his neigh- 
bours at tbfyu: accedion, fent ambaifadors to him 
with ricWijj^ttfl'^^Sy ^^^ received fiom him the 
inveib'ture oftEeir dominions, and the marks of 
fovereignty, which were a kind of fcepter, a 
helmet, and a latten cro fs, without which they 
could not be coniidered as lawful Kings ; that 
this great Prince was neveHeen, but on the day 
of audience, and then held out one of his feet to 
the ambaflador who killed it with great reverence, 
and who at his departure had a crofs of latten 
hungon his neck, which enobled him thence for- 
K^ard, and exempted him from all fervile oAices. 

r b 3 Beima 
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Beminh^d Hkcwife told the King that to th^ 
eatl of the kingdoin of "Totnhtit^ there mi 
among other fnnces, ovie that was neither Ma 
home tan nor IdoUter, but who rceoied to profd 
a religmn nearly refembling the chrilli an, Thef 
informations compared with each other, airj 
with the current accoanta of Prcjltr J^hn^ in 
duced the King to an apmion^ which ehougj 
formed fbmewhat at hazard, is ftill believed tJ{ 
be right, tliat by palling up the river Senegal hi 
dominions would be found. It was therefofi 
ordered that when the Tortrcf^ was finifliedj ai 
attempt fhould be made to pnfs upward to tli( 
fource of the river. The deljgn failed thenj am 
Jias never yet fucceedcd, ^ -*--^ 

Other ways hkewife were tried of penetratm| 
to the kingdom of Prfjhr y<^hn^ for the Xin^ 
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Inhere he had agreed to meet Paiva, At Cairo 
lie was informed that Pm*ua was dead, but he 
met with two Portvgue/e yrws, one of whom 
had given the King an account of the fituation 
and trade of Ormus : They brought orders to 
CoviJ/an, that he fhould fend one of them home 
with the journal of his travels, and go to Ormus 
with the other. 

Co'viilan obeyed the orders, fending an exafl 
account of his adventures to Lijbon^ and pro- 
ceeding with the other meflenger to Ormus ; 
where having made fuHicient enquiry, hefent 
his companion homewards with the caravans 
that were going to Aleppo^ and embarking once 
more on the Red-iea, arrived in time at mijjmia^ 
and found the Prince whom he had fought fo 
long with fb much danger. 

Two (hips were ient out upon the fame fearch, 
of whiqh Baytholomefu) Diax had the chief con>- 
mand ; they were attended by a fmaller ve/lel 
laden with proviiions, that they might not 
return upon pretence of want either felt or 
feared. 

• 

Navigation was now brought nearer to per^ 
fe£tion. The Portug»e/i claim the honour of 
many inventions by which the iailor is afliiled, 
and which enable him to leave fight of land, 
and commit himfelf to the boundlefs ocean. Diax 
had orders to proceed beyond the Rwr Zaire, 
where Diego Can had flopped, to build monu- 
ments of hii diicoveries, and to \«aiN« >OL^Qitvx^^ 
[ b 2 1 ^^^^' 
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coalls negroe men and i^omen well inflmfla 
who might enquire after Frefier Ji^httr and i 
the natives with reverence for the Fm-iuguefi^ 

Dms^ with much oppofition from his crei 
whofe mutinies he reprelTed partly hy foftns 
and partly by Ikiidiners, failed on till he reachi 
ihe utmolt point of A/rira, which from the hi 
weather that he met there, he called Ca^o Ta 
ffiintofo^ Of the Qtpe of Stor/)is. He would ha< 
gone forward, but Ij^ crew forced him to n 
turn In his way back he met the viiilualU 
from which he had been parted nine jnontl 
before ; of the nine men which were init- 
the fcpafadon, fix had been killed by the ni 
* groes, and of the three rtfmaining* one died f\ 
joy at the fight of in is friend.^. Dia^ returm 
to Ljyian in Dccemhit 1487, and gave an a 



INTRODUCTION. xxix 

fotne of Kis own people in their room to learn 
the language of Congo. 

The negroes were foon pacified, and the 
Portuguefe left to their mercy were well treated, 
and as they by degrees grew able to make 
themfelves underftood, recommended them- 
felves, their nation, and their religion. The 
King of Pcrtugal fent Diego back in a very 
ihort time with the negroes whom he had forced 
away ; and when they were (et fafe on (hore, the 
King of Congo conceived fo much eileem for 
Diego t that he fent one of thofe who had re- 
turned, back again in his ihip to Lijbon^ with two 
young men difpatched as amba/Tadors, to de/ire 
inllruclors to be fent for the converilon of his 
kingdom. 

The ambafladors were honourably received^ 
and baptized with great pomp, and a fleet was 
immediately fitted out for Congo^ under the 
coinmand of Gonfaho Sorza, who dying in hir 
pafiage was fucceeded in authority by his nephew 
Roderigo, 

When they came to land, the King's uncle 
who commanded the province, immecuately re« 
quefted to be folemnly initiated in the chriilian 
religion, which was granted to him and his 
young fon, on Eafier day 1491. The father 
was named Manuel^ and the fon Antonio, Soon 
afterward the King, Queen, and eldeft Prince 
received at the font, the names of Jobn^ Lienor 
znd J/fJbff/ifi I and a wai breaking wx^^^^V^^ 
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army was admitted to the rites of chnflianftfj 
and rhen lent againll the enemy. They returned 
vifloriogs, but foon forgot their faith, and form- 
ed a confpiracy to reftore paganifm ; a powerful 
oppaiition wai raj fed by in^dtls »nd apotlau^i 
headed by one of the King's ynunger fou^ 5 and 
ihe miflionaries had been deftroyed had not 
jfj^^o;?/^ pleaded for them and for chriftknity. 

The enemies of religion now became the 
enemies of Jlfkaiifii whom they ace u fed to his^ 
father of difloyalty, Hii mother, the Queen 
Eiimr gained time by one artifice after ano- 
ther, till the King was calmed ; he then heard 
the caufe again, declared his fon innocentj and 
puniftied his accufera with death* 

7he King died foon after, and the throne 
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perform. C$bmhis had foliated other Frinccsy 
and had been repolfed with the fame indignity ; 
at laft Ifahella of Arragon^ famiihed him with 
ihips, and having fosi^ America^ he entered 
the mouth of the "Tag^s in his return, and (be wed 
the natives of the new country. When he was 
admitted to the King*s prefence, he aded and 
talked with fo much haughtinefs, and refledled 
on the negled which he had undergone with fo 
much acrimony, that the courtiers who faw 
their Prince infulted, offered to deflroy him ; but 
the King who knew that he deferved tbe re- 
proaches that had been ufed, and who now 
fincerely regretted his incredulity, would fufFcr 
no viole;ice to be offered him, but difmifled him 
with prefents and with honours. 

The Portuffnife and Spaniards became now 
jealous of eadi others daim to countries, which 
neither had yet feen ; and the Pope to whom they 
appealed, divided the new world between them 
by a line drawn from north to fbuth, a hundred 
leagues weflward from Q^ Ferdsind the Azores, 
j^iving all that lies well from that line to the 
Spaniards, and all that lies eaft to the Portuguefe. 
This was no very fatisfaftory divifion, for the eaft 
and weft muft meet at laft, but that time was 
then at a great diftance. 

According to this grant, the Portuguefe con- 
tinued their difcoveries eaftward, and became 
mafters of much of the coaft both of Africa and 

the 
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the India f bwt they fei zed much more than > 
cauld occupy, and whife tht7 were under 
d I ^minion oiBpaw^ loft the greater part of t 
l*iJimt terfitories. 
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THE 

FIRST VOYAGE 

O F 

Christopher Columbus 
T o 

AMERICA, 

CHAP. I, 

Columbus'/ /ij/f Voyage. The Diffieulties idih 
nuhicb it ocvm attended. His Dtfccvery of the 
Lucayan or Bahama IJlands^ *when the ^Un de- 
J^airing of fining Land^ 'mere about to throiu 
him overboard. His difco^verin^ Cuba and 
Hifpaniola. His Return to Spain, ivith the 
Reception he met with from their Catholic Ma* 
jefiieff 

^^Hrijicfher Columbus was born in 

^^ the territory" oiGenoa^ arid being 

Q 22 early taught navigation, lived by 

^ drawingcharts tor the fea fer- 

^ The flcill of the Portu- 

^jwy^ in maritime affairs, at length 

engaged him to fettle at Lijhon^ where, by hislfa- 

briety, temperance, and the recularity of his 

.€ondu(^^ he dc^uired a confid«r&\& Xi^\s\^Q.'t o^S. 

B lt\«^^^, 
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friends, mmrkd a wom^n of fortuncB and, (^ 
fOJTie time, traded to the coall of Gm^ea. 

CQiumhui^ rcafonifig upon the fpherical figuna 
of the earth, thought it highiy probable tbaj 
tlie conrincnt^n one fide we£ balanced by aq 
equal quantity of land on the other, tn vvhicS 
he was fujljf confirmed, hy obferving, when ad 
tile Of pi (f^ Verd iilaiitls, that the wmds^ at I 
terrain ieafon, conftandy blew from the wcl^, 
which he thought mufl be owing to ^ large traq 
of land t>n ihat fide. And as the Porfugatfe had 
already difcovered great part of the coaft oj 
jf/rka^ and were hlled with hopes of findiM 
a piitllige to iht Indies^ he had no doubt thatbf 
failing to ihe Weil he fhoold difcover a fliorter 
way thither, and by that means obtain tJie fpicei 



0/ AMERICA. 3 

prife, however, mifcarried through a want of 
courage and condud in the perfons employed. 
This unfair and clandelline conduct was fo 
deeply refented by Cohtmlus, that he refolved 
to leave Portugal , and that very year 148^, Tent 
his brother Bartboleme'w with the fame propofals 
to Henry VII. King of England^ while he him- 
lelf prepaiied to go to Sftun on the fame ac- 
count; xysxBartbolomenjo being taken and plun- 
dered by pirates in his paflage, was, on his ar- 
rival at lAftdQfiy reduced to fuch extreme po- 
verty, as rendered him unable to gain an au- 
dience of his Majefty, till by drawing and felling 
charts, he acquired fome reputation, and put 
himfelf into fuch an equipage as was neceifa- 
ry for his obtaining accefs to the King. This 
honour he obtained in the year 1488, when he 
met with all the fuccefs that could be defired, 
Und actually entered into an agreement with 
Henry VII onbehalf of his brodier, feveral years 
before Cbrifiofber clofed with their Catholic Ma- 
jefties. 

Mean while Chriflopber Cohmhm met with many 
difficalties at the court of Ferdinand and Ifabellaf 
where his icheme being treated as an idle chi- 
mercial proje6b, and himielf expofed to ridicule, 
he was widi difficulty prevented, by fome who 
efpoufed bis caule, from coming to EngLmd, to 
fee what fuccefs his brother Bartboiomeav had 
met with. However, Queen Ifabelia 2Lt length 
approving his fcheme, the articles of agreement 
were iigned in 1492, by which Coinmhus was 
made Viceroy of the coiintri^ and Admiral of 
^be fcAs he (bould difcover ; iVuil Yve fcvO\i\^\c&N^ 
fhfi tenth of all that was bougjit, WXfci>-6^»^^^'^^ 
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or accjarred, within thofc limits, after the charf 
of ihe conqucft fhould be defrayed, togt^tbc 
with an eighth part of all he fhoald bring hom 
with his flee^ in coniidtration of which Tie w« 
CO be at one eighth pari of the expence in fittin, 
it out. 

The neceffary prelim manes being thus ad 
juftedj he was alkwed three fmall veiTela, th 
Santa Maria^ Commanded by himielf , the Pmti 
under the command of Mariin JUnxs Fimxj&n 
and the Nina, with fquare fails ^ commanded b 
Vincent 1f'mi£% Pinxffrs^ brother to the former 
the latter furnifhing one half of (klmmkitis £hai 
of the expence* 

This fm.iU fieet which carried only about * i a 
jnen, fee fail from Pahs on the 3d of Jttgftfi 1 49; 
bat the next morning the rudder of the Pm 
broke loofe, which obliged the Admiral to I 



e/* A M E R I C A. ; 

I/Ahella till the 6th of September^ in order to 
purchafe another fhip ; but being diiappointed, 
they failed to the we^ward with very little wind. 
7 hree days after lofing iisht of land, many neo- 
pie on board wept bitterly from the apprehen- 
fion that they ihould never fee it more. To re- 
move this childiih defpondency, which it was 
feared would infe£l the whole company, Colum^ 
bus gave them the moA confident ailurances of 
prosperity and wealth, and at the fame time 
thought proper to deceive them in his reckon- 
ing; for though they failed eighteen leagues 
that day> he pretended that thev had made no 
more than fifteen, refolving thus to difguife 
his reckoning during the whole voyage, that 
thefe fpiritlefft fellows might not think them- 
felves fo far fiom Spain as they really were. 

On the 1 2th of September he was 1 50 leagues 
well of Ferro, and at this diHance from land 
difcovered the body of a large tree, which ap- 
peared to have been long floating in the wa- 
ter. He here found a lirong current fetting to 
the north-eaft, and having run co leagues far- 
ther weihvard, he on the igtn perceived the 
needle varying half a point towards the north - 
eaft, and at day- break half a point more. This 
variation, which had never been obferved be- 
fore, filled him with great furprife ; but his 
amazement was much increafed when failing 
about 100 leagues farther, he found that the 
needle varied at night about a point to the north- 
caft, and in the moining pointed upon the north 
iar. 

On the T4th, the people on VKiSLtdi^t l^'ina 
vert farpri fed u the light o^ a\vwOTv, vcv^^^^' 



tfopk birds ; but the i^ext day their aftomi 
mcTit was greatly increufet^ at feeing the fea ( 
vered with greeu and yellow wecdt that fcem 
rd h^vt been lately wa0ied away from ibi 
rock Of IHand : Hence rhcy concluded tl 
they were near land, efpecially a* they foun« 
live lobRer €oatlng anion^ft the weeds, a 
afterwards perceived the fea w^ater grow 1 
fak as they advanced i they were ajfo attend 
by great ftioals of tunny filri. 

On the 1 8 til, Martin Ak^m/J Fin^n^ Captj 
of the P//i/*i, who wa$ a head, lay to fori 
Admiral, and informed hJm that he had feeii 
great number of birds flying wefiward, a 
thought he difcovcred land to the northw^ 
at 15 leagues dtllance; bat the Admiral bei 
convinced that he was miftakenj would not a I 

nie mt^rVfi tVl^nrrti 1rtl»i*ip*>rt Kir f-llr*i i^^rtt^f*^ i^ 
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As the wind bad hitherto been always right 
aftem, the people were under the moSt dread- 
fal apprehenfions that they ihould never have 
a hit gale to carry them back ; but about this 
time it ihifted to the footh-weft, which gave 

Seat fatisfadion to the Admiral, as it afibrJed 
m room to convince the Tailors of the vanity 
of their fean, yet in fpite of all his reafons and 
remonftrancesy they began loudly to murmur, 
from the apprehenfion of perifliing at fea in 
queft of a coantry that had no exigence, and 
dieir difcontent became (b clamorous, that a mu- 
tiny would probably have cnfued had not a briik 
wind fprung up at weft-north -we(l, and demon. 
ftrated that they (houid always have a chance for 
returning. Their hope of obtaining land was 
aUb revived by feeing a pigeon fly over the 
ihip, and by the iight of feveral fmall birds Hy- 
ing from the weft. 

In proportion as the people were elated by 
thefe figns, the greater was their mortiHcation 
on their difappointment. They not only loudly 
complained againft the Admiral, who, they 
faidy had from a fbolifti and ill-grounded fancy, 
formed the defign of raifing his own fortune 
and family at their expence, but caballed againil 
him, maintaining that they had already pro- 
ceeded far enough to ftiew their courage ar.d 
perieverance, and that it was theref(»re high 
time to return to their friends and country, r 10* 
they fhould be even obliged to compel Qui:.v:o!o 
to confent to it. They confidercd that the Ad- 
miral was a foreigner, and ihetefor^^Q>a\^fc5i^«t- 
f/ have interest enough ai covxtt \.o\iT\tv^^)v^v:.^>^^^<^ 
'oaiihmeat for their difobedkuce^ e\>^vic:\A\>» •^; 
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he bad powerful en euiie^s *tio, tlieyl 
embrace every oppoftonity of oppo 
ftgns. In n:iort, their terror and d 
raifed to Tuch a height, that for 
throwing him overbold, and alledgt 
th;i£ was done, they fliculd be fccu 
farther danger, by their affirmingj 
turn to Spmn^ that he had fallen i 
while he was making his obfervatic 
ins J who was not ignorant of this n 
rit* exerted all his abilities in order 
it : he fometimes reprefented the dut 
him^ as being in veiled with a legj 
which he was refolved to main tain a 
of hh life; and at others, repro 
With their pufiUanmiity and impatii 
even the moll evident figns oftheirbej 
roiiM nr\t remove. In Ibort, be 
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turning, they renewed their complaints. The 
Admird, however, with a fteadinefs and intre- 
pidity peculiar to himfelf, perfiiled in the exe« 
cudon of his purpofe. 

On the zgdi they faw feveral wagtails and 
gall8> many flying fiihes alfo appeared, and 
fomedmes fell into the fhip, and in the after- 
noon they met with a large quantity of weeds, 
which the men fancied afforded a proof that 
there was ground near them under water, 
and that they ihould foon run upon it and pe- 
riih. 

On the I ft of Offoher the pilot of the Admi- 
ral*s ihsp was, by his own account, 578 leagues 
weft of the ifland Ferro^ and though the diflance 
according to Ce/imhus's reckoning was 707, he 
winked at the miftake, left the failors fhould be 
more deje&ed on knowing their great diftance 
from home. Two days after perceiving no 
birds, they imagined they had pafTed between 
ibmeiflands, and the failors earneftly intreated 
the Admiral to fleer either to the one fide or to 
the other in queft of the land they imagined they 
had left. He however refufed to comply with 
their intreades, being unwilling to lofe the fa- 
vourable wind that carried him to the weftward, 
and rcfolving not to take any fiep to lefTen the 
reputation of his undertaking, which muft have 
fufitred in the opinion of his people, had he 
changed his courfe ft-om that which he had all 
along a/Turedthem would terminate in the ac- 
complifhment of their wifhes. This forti- 
tude, they termed obtlinacy and madnefs, and 
were a£)ually on the point kA takitk^ ^^\!E!ife 
de/peratcrefolutioTk to his pic^uiic^^ h^Wjn. ^^'a 
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hopes were again revived bf thi* arrival of uf^ 
ivaras of forty fparioivs, and other birtis flyinj 
from the weft. 

On the 7ih of OB^htr there appeared fomc 
imperfed figns of lasd ; but nobody would veo* 
ture to mention it % for tho' their Gaiiiolic A^i 
jeftie^ had promt fed a pcnfion of 30 crowni 
fir Ammm for life^ to him who fliotild be ^ 
Kappy as firtl to difcover land^ ^tt m ordex to 
prevent their noify exdamj.t?ons at every triflint 
imagination of this fort^ it was ali 1 decreoo, 
that whoever fhould cry land three day$ befol 
it was actually made, Jhould forfeit the re- 
ward, even though it fiiould be afterwards provsed 
that he was rhe difcoverer. In fpite of this pre- 
caution the A7/^ij, which being ihe beft fatlo* 
kept always a head, fired a gun, and hoifted her 
colours in token of land ; but the appearance 
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che ibuth weft. The air alfo appeared frefh 
and odoriferous^ but the piUUlanimous feamen 
had been fo often deceived, that thefe ceruin 
£igns o£ their being near land could not fupprefs 
their murmurs^ which, during the two following 
dayrs, increafed to fuch a degree, that the brave 
Cslumiuif in fpite of all hia endeavours, would 
not have been able much longer to have with- 
fiood the fiorm, which was ready to burfl into 
open rebellion, when it was providentially dif- 
fipated by fuch manifsfft proofs of their ap- 
proach to land as could not be difputed. 

On the nth of Oa»6erihoCe on board the 
Adroiral^s fhip faw a green ru(h together with 
a large rock fifli (wim by the fiiip } the failors 
of the Pi/iia difcovered a cane floating, and, 
what was much more extraordinary, took up a 
ilaff curiouHy wrought, together with a fmall 
board, and at the &me time the crew of the 
Nina perceived a branch of thorn full of red 
berries, j ^ 

Thefe obje£ls having now aflured the Admi- 
ral of the vicinity of land, he at night, after 
prayers, reminded them of the mercy of God in 
granting them fair weather daring ftich a long 
voyage, and exhorted them to be vigilant that 
nights as he expeded to fee land next day, and 
not only mentioned the penfircn of 30 crowns, 
bqt prbmifed to give a velvet doublet to him 
who fhould be the £rit diicoverer. After this 
fpeech he retired to the great cabin, from whence 
perceiving what appeared to be a light on 
ihore, he called to one of the failors, who being 
defired 10 obfervg, acknowled§<ed ih^X. Vv^\V.^\^V\ 
Aty it, and fuppofcd it to be a c^x\^^^ ^'t vo^xOw 



A to the Admiral, who had be 

light. As they were now fo 
the (hips lay to, and the 
morning with the extreme^ in 
to fealt their eyes with what 

1^ and fo eameflly wifhed to be] 

I '■ Their hopes, however, w< 

pointed, for day no fooner dav 

7 ceived an ifland about fortyf 

length; and almofl one con 

vcred widi green trees ; it wa 

. Hehtful rivers, andhadagres 

(.- die. It was inhabited by a x 

who beiqg aftom'fhed at the i 
which they at firft miftook f< 
ran down to the fliore. The 

? flamed by the moil eager curi* 

particulars of this interefting 
veffels were no fooner brou 
than the Admiral landed in hi 
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Aanding up gave the iiland, which was called 
by the natives Guanthani^ the name of St, Sal- 
*udJor t, and took pofl'effion of it for their Ca- 
tholic Majefties. This ceremony being per- 
formed, he was acknowledged as Admiral and 
Viceroy by the Spaniards ^ who now implored 
his pardon for the affronts and infults they had 
olFered him, and joyfully fworc to obey him as 
their Majefties rcprefentative. 
• A multitude of the Indians were prefent at 
theie tranfa6tions, and they appearing to be a very 
fimple and quiet people, Columbus diflributed 
amongft them firings of glafs beads, red caps 
and other things of frndl value, which they 
received with tranfport, and on his return- 
ing to hb fhip, fome of them fwam ^fter 
hxaif vihilefjothen followed in canoes, with 
Javelins, armed with fi(h- bones, fpun cotton, 
parrots, and other things, to barter for fuch tri- 
fies as he had diftributed among the rell. Few 
of thefe people feemed to be above thirty years 
0f age, they were of a middle ilature, well- 
(haped, and of an olive cokwr, with thick lank 
black hair, which was generally cut fhort above 
their ears, though others had fuftered it to grow, 
and tied it up nke the treiTes of women. They 
had open countenances, very regular features 
ind high foreheads. The IxKlies of fome and 
the faces of othen were painted black, white, 
ind redf though a few of them had only their 
no(c8 and eye*Hds coloured. But all of bodi 
Texes were intirely naked, and (b little were they 
icqoainted with Eurofsan arms that they handled 
t It is novr nUeiCatt-iJldnd , 
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tants of other iflands who can 
enilave them. 

The next morning being th 
many of the Indians came to 
canoes, which were made 
trunk of a tree. Some of th- 
as to hold only one perfon, 
enough to contain forty. 1 
with paddles, and were fo ligl 
pcned to be overfet, the rowe 
them right again, and empty ti 
bafiief, or dried gourds, whicl 
them for that purpofe. 

Thefe Indians had no jewels 
netal except fmall plates ofc 
their nodrils, which, by Uieir fi 
the Sfanian/s came from the 
well, where there were mai 
iflands. They were fo fond 
thing belonging to the Spania 
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f&.inos had much intrinfic value ; but they feemed 
toprife them only becaufe they belonged to the 
white men, whom they confidered as people 
^e£:ended from heaven, and of whom they de- 
fired to keep fome memorial. 

On the 14th of OBobtr the Admiral coalled 
the ifland in his boat tcwards the north -weft, 
till he diicovered a large bay or harbour fufH- 
cient ta contain all the ihips of Europe ^ being all 
the while followed both by fea and land, by 
crowds of the inhabitants, who exprefled their 
wonder and regard by a variety of gefliculations. 
At length arriving at a peninfula he faw feveral 
of tkeir houfes and plantations, which appeared 
as pleafant as thofe of Caftile in the month of 
May. However, finding that this was not the land 
ke was in fearch of, he took feven of the In- 
Ham to fcrve as interpreters, and returning to 
bis (hips, failed to other iflands that were viuble 
from the peninfula. 

On the 15th of OSAer having failed fevcn 
leagues, he arrived at the weft end of another 
idand which he found to be about ten leagues 
in kngth, and gave it the name of St, Mary 
•f tbg CencipttoH ; but perceiving that the in- 
habitants diFered but litUe from thofe of St, 
Smlvador, and that it produced nothing worth 
Botice, he continued his courfe weft ward, and 
anchored upon the coaft of another larger 
liland, which extended north -weft andfouth-caft 
above 28 leagues. Before he reached this 
agreeable fpot, which he named Fernanda^ he 
took up an Indian whom he found at fca in a 
finall canoe, furnifhed with «l ^^ca ^^ rkv^\s. 
Areadf, a caJabalh filled w\i\v>wtLlw, ^tA^\\v^^ 
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ear:h refeiribl^ng Vcrmrlion, whidi was ufc^ &y 
thofe people lu patnting thdr bodLca, This/^i-'^ 
^ian h3.d alfo a rmall b^fket in wh ch v. as con^ 
uined a Hiring of ghh beads ar.d tvva (m^ 
pieces of P^rtuguffe money, fiom which it «p* 
pearcd chat he was bo una from St. Sa/^^&rv^ 
Fernajidat with I he fl range news of the Ad»i^ 
ra] s arrival i but the voyage being long he wtt 
weary with padling, and dell red to be uketi Oft 
bo n rd ^ Coiunshia tre ated h i m cour tcou y , give 
him bread and honey to eat, made him dkhk 
wine, and on his fctting him on ^orc gave 
him fome toys, in order that by his favotir- 
aGle report he might prepoiTefs^ the naiifes 
of Fernafiiiii in favour of the Spamar^s^ The 
fuccefs anfwered the Admiral's expettation ^ Ac 
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of her Catholic Majcfty. This ifland fai' ex-* 
ceeded the others in beauty and extent, it 
abounded with rivers, pleafant meadows and 
groves, and the profpe^ was diverfified witli 
hills which the reft wanted : the ear was de- 
lighted with the fongs of birds, which not only 
hopped from bough to bough, but even flew in 
fuch flocks as darkened the air. Near one of the 
lakes the SpaniarJs killed an alh'gator feven feet 
long with their fpears, which tho* at firft they 
beheld with horror, they afterwards ikinned 
and eat, this animal being eHeemed by the In- 
tlians as mofb delicious food. 

C^bimhus was no fooner acquainted with the 
produce of I/abella^ and the manners of its in- 
liabitants, than he fet fail widi a fair wind, for 
a large country to the fouth, which was extolled 
by the Indians under the name of Cnba^ and ar- 
rived there on the 28th of O^ohir, It exhibited 
a pleafing variety of hills and dales, woods and 
plains, and from the extent of its coaft and the 
largenefs of its rivers, appeared to be of great 
eomequence. 

To obtain fome intelligence of the natives, 
the Admiral caft anchor in a broad river, the 
banks of which were ihaded by thick and 
tall trees that were at the fame time adorned 
with bloi^oma and fruit entirely unknown in 
Eur^pi. Soon after their landine they entered 
two houies which were deferted oy the natives, 
who, being terrified at the appearance of the 
(hipst had fled ; upon which the Spaniards re- 
imbarked without touching any of their effects, 
and continued their courfe weftwaxd i^ll i^^'^ 
Mttived atthcmoath of another iwcx '."S^mx^x^ 
C 3 >a«vw^ 
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being larger than the other, Cakmhus failed t 
consider able W/<y up jt. The banks were all 
along inhabked ; but hert: afib the natives fle4 
with all the efte^s th<^y could carry, to \)^ 
inotrntain^, which arofe to a confide r a bk hcighl| 
and were covered with lofty trees. 

C^tumbm being fenfible that if the inhaht^ 
tant£ fhoiitd thus continue to avoid hi ni^ 1t4 
fhould never be able to learn the nature of tM 
in and, and being afratd of incrcafing their t«M 
ror by landing a ntiinber of meni ordered twt 
8p&ni€trds attendecl by an Indian of St. Sai^^adm 
and another of Cuhaf who had boldly Vctitarfli 
to coma aboaiid with his canoe, to travel q{ 
into the country, and to endeavoor by theil 
obliging behaviour to remove the terror of tk 
people. In the mean time hcdirefted his lhi| 
to be careened, on which oocafioti he obfervo! 
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them on the groand, and came one by one to 
kifs the hands and feet of thefe ftrr.nger?, ima- 
gining they had come from heaven 5 they at 
ihe fame time treated them with boiled roots 
which in their taflc rcfembled chefnuts. After 
the men had thus fulfilled the nghts of hofpi- 
lality they retired, to make room for the women, 
who alfo kified their hands and feet, and eit- 
tertained them with their homely fare. This 
favonrable reception they owed to their two In- 
dian attendant?* who reprefented the Spai.iardi 
m a humane and generous people. 

On their fetting out to return to the (hip, a 
great number of the natives propofed to ac- 
company them ; this offer they declined, an4 
would accept of none but the Cacique or King 
and his fon, under whofe proteflion they were 
entertained with great refpedt at feveral petty 
cowBSy meeting many of the inhabitants who 
always carried lighted brands to kindle the fires 
with which they roafted the roots that confli- 
tttted their principal food. In return for thefe 
dvilitiea, the two Princes were treated by the 
Admiral with great kin^ilnefs and refpeA. 

Jn this excurfion they faw variety of birds, 
miKmg which were partridges and nightingales ; 
bof no ^uadrupedes, except a kind of don which 
could not bark. A great part of the fand was 
cultivated aru} bore, befides the bread root» 
naize ^r Indian com, of which the natives made 
tt very well tailed flour. Their principal ma- 
iHifii^ure was cotton, which they .gathered from 
trees that grew without the leaftcare or cul- 
ture, and of this they made 'v^ll <\>^^TyX\\\« c\f 
weUfpun y^TOi but had no ot\v« Vife ^oit \x.^^^'«^ 
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«";"»«*! that there urai 
«ored with them. 

In confeouence of th 
G,/W«, resolved to fail t 
A«W/ called i?.^•..b„t' 

fe.«d twelve W,i 

X *^'^"''«nc<-. that th( 
5l?e women he had taken 

l»s canoe, and begged iL 
to "company his^ifft^ 

«a"ceofafFefUo„™J 

Adiniral.whoinftanTlyL^, 

o^ore endeavoured to leave 
-ff^K but the wind Sfl 
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render it dangerous for him to keep the Tea, he 
returned to another harbour in Cu^a, to which 
he gave the name of Si. Cmiharine's. While 
the crews were here employed in takine in wood 
and water, he accidentally difcovered figns of 
gold on fome ftones in the river, and up m the 
country faw mountains covered with tall pines 
fufiicient to furDifli mafts for the largeft ihips, 
and plenty of oak fit for planks. In his run 
along the coafl for ten or twelve leagues to the 
fbuth eaft, hedifcovered many large rivers and 
excellent harbours, and was fo delighted with 
the beautiful appearance of the country, that 
he was even tempted to fix his habiution there 
for life. Sailing up one of the rivers he faw 
a canoe drawn upon land as large as a twelve 
oar baree, and afterwards perceived in the wa- 
ter anouier canoe, which, though formed of the 
trmik of a iingle tree, was ieventy feet long» 
and capable of containing fifty men.^^ 

The Admiral bavmg coafied the ifland for 
lo6 leagues, fet fail again for Bohio, which, 
though It was but at 1 6 leagues dillance, he was 
prevented by the currents from reaching till 
the next day, when he anchored in a port to 
which he gave the name of St. Nicholas^ from 
Its being the fe^val of that faint. He found 
that the harbour was large, deep, extremely 
iafe, and encompafled with a great number of 
tall trees, which however were not in general 
(6 large as thofe of Cuha; but not being able 
to obtain any intercourfe with the inhabitants, 
who fled at his approach, he coaded the ifland 
to the northward till he arrived at a^ort which 
Ic called the Conception^ wlitti o\>twNVii^^^x^ 



™ga lengthttken'a 
if. ''PjateofgoJd hang 

was conduced to the AdiS 
»«a-w,thfeven,ltrifl«,f" 

wWeihed«Tlt. fending 
'w-'vi, and the fame nnmb 

•« ""ore and travelled i 
fitted of ,000 honfe,, and 
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««" by the favourable aecJ 
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np, in a very roagh Tea, in Indian whowas drug- 
giing with the waves in a little canoe, and giving 
ium fome prefents of fmall value fet htm fafe 
afhore on the coaft of Ht^Mnio/a. This man 
informing his countrymen of the manner in 
which he had been treated, induced them to come 
on board, but they brought nothing with them 
of confcquence, except fome fmall grains of 
gold that hung at their ears and noftrils, of 
which they fhewed by iigns that there was a great 
quantity higher up in the country. 

While the Spanianfs were on fhore the next 
day, bartering with the Cacique or fovereign of 
that diftrid for a plate of gold, forty men in a 
canoe appfoached from the ifland of Toriuga^ 
when the Cacique perceiving them, fat down 
with his people on the ftrand, as a fignal that 
they (hould not commit hoftilicies, but notwith- 
ftanding this they landed ; upon which he arofe 
and by his threats obliged them to reimbark, 
and then giving a ftone to one of the Sfmitjh of- 
ficers, made a fign for hiAi to throw it at the 
Ttrtngans, to ihew that he would efpoufe the 
Ctufe of thefe ftrangers againft the Jm&ans of 
the canoe, who on their feeing this, letumed 
to the ifland. 

On the 1 8th of December the fame Cacique 
came to pay the Ad miral a viiit, carried in fUte on 
a palankin and attended by 200 men, tho' both 
he and they were entirely naked. He made no 
difficulty of going on board Co/umim^s fhip, and 
the Admiral being at dinner entered the cabin 
without ceremony, attended by two old men 
who feemed to be his coanCeUors, ^cod (^x ^c^^^ 
at his face, Columbus received Yi\nxv5\xJ^ ^^^ 



: ceived a firing ot amDcr oeaos, wi 

miral took from his own neck, a 
Hioest a counterpane and a bott] 
^; flower water, wherewith this Prince 

V attendants were fo delighted, that 

fied to CoUotthfj, that the whole ii 
i:i his difpofal. The Admiral then 

the effigies of Firdiiumd and Jfuhe. 
y a gold medal, which he viewed 

\' tion, and indeed ihewed (igns of 

|\ at every thing he faw. In the evi 

'I at his own delire, fent alhore in tl 

I and (aluted with a difcharge of fev 

^: noife whereof filled him with an 

I; terror; he was, however, fo fati 

.^! reception that he ordered his pec 

/ tain the Spaniards who condnded 

\' and returned home with the Adm 

j" carried with great pomp and oftei 

him. 

n« tV^ 9Aty\ of Dteemher, Colu, 
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the fdly to leave only a boy at the 
This inftance of Jie^ed prored 
i foraboat midnight the ve^el was car- 
ipon a rid^ of rocks, before any on board 
aware of the danger. The Admiral being 
rftwho was awakened by the cries of the 
t the helm, ran upon deck, and perceiving 
ocks, ordered the mafter and three failors 
ip into the boat and carry out an anchor 
IS bnt inftead of obeying his diredions, 
rowed to the other ihip in order to preienre 
own lives. Upon this Columbus immedi- 
caofed the vefiel to be liehtened, and the 
to be cut away ; but all his endeavours 
ineifeSuaU and the water ebbing, the 
I of the fliip opened. But while they were 
is emergency the boat returned, the other 
■efufmg to receive the men who had deferted 
duty. The Admiral then feeing no hopes 
.ving his own veilel, took the boat and 
r with his men on board the other, 
ext morning difpatched meflengers to in- 
the Cacique of this di&fier, and to defire 
ffiflance of the natives in unlading the ihip. 
Cacique, who condoled their misfortunes 
tears in his eyes, immediately ordered his 
le to repair to the wreck in their canoes, 
-o obey Coiumbus^s directions ; and by their 
usee all the valuable effeds were earned on 
, and depofited in houfes appointed for 
purpofc. 

d the 26th of Deamter this friendly Ca- 
!,whofe name was Guacanagari^ paid another 
to the Admiral, whofe \o(& nft V»mtxw\ni 
D ^^^ 



grcaL vmuc, auiu uic ic«uicu v«k ui 
with the natives of Hijpanula who < 
the inland part of the country, an 
gold for points and other trifles. A 
reft, an Indian came to the fhore w 
of gold that weighed four onnces, a 
it in one hand (Iretched cat the othi 
hawk*s bell t^g pat into it, he let | 
and ran away, thinking he had c 
Spaniard. 

Columlms being greatly pkafed bo 
iHand and the manners of its inha 
folved to fettle a colony upon it, ai 
couraged to take this ftep by many 
volantarily ofiering to fettle there. 
Cacique Gmacanagari inftead of bein 
. to take ombrage at tlieir neighboarl 
fidered them as valuable allies, who wi 
him from the invafion of the carrib 
amd in order to fhew the importance oi 
fhip, Columtns gave orders, in the] 
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to him bv GtuKoftagMri, Columbus ordered 
to be built of the timber of the wreck , 
.ving furnifhed it with proviiions, ammu- 
fmall arms and cannon, manned it with 
ion of thirty -fix men, under the command 
Wick iTEfionjeiky Peter Cutieres and James 
a, whom he wirmlv recommended to the 
and good offices or the friendly Caciouo 

I people. Haying thus provided the rart 

II neceilaries, he caufed a few houles to 
It, named the place the town of the Na- 
and refolved to return immediately to 

left fome misfortune happening to the 
lip he had now under his command, he 
be for ever difabled from letdne their 
ic Majeflies know the important di (cove- 
had already made, and the countries he 
nexed to their dominions, r* 
rn every thing was ready for his depar* 
e called thofe together who chofe to be 
on the ifland, and addrefiing htmfelf to 
defired them to return thanks to God for 

cairied them to fuch a country to plane 
f faith I and not to forfake him their al- 

friend, but by living like good chrifti- 
afore his prote&on ; he exhorted them tq 
id obey dieir Captain; to refped Gua^ 
f , and to give no offence to any of his 
I and that the opinion of their coming 
eaven might be confirmed, they ihould 
violence to any of the natives ; obferving 
would be for their intereft to barter with 
irly without covetoufnefs ; tp endeavour 

their language, which Vf o^oXd \a ^1 ^gF^*^ 
' to gain their friendftap, VjVvlV >w^v\\ 

D 2 I^TN.^^'t 
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Tciider them h^ipfy and fecure. In return fm 
which he prom i Jed to in treat their MajeiUes to 
reward them for opening the way to that nm 
world. 

He fet fail from the port of NatMty on ^t 
4th of January^ taking fuch notice of the land 
a£ would enable him to difcover the mouth of 
the harbour in any futui-e expedition ; and M- 
ing CO a high mountaio, he gave it die naine of 
Msnte Chrifia i but the wind being contrary, bt 
had made but little way wkeir two days after he 
fell in with the Phta^ under the cominand oi 
Murdn Aknvtjs Pins^n^ who going on board, 
Itrove to excufe his defertion, by pretending 
he had loll fight of the Admiral in th^ n\ght| 
and by ailed ^ i n g other fr i v olo u s,ex^u fe ^ ; b nt tho' 
Columbus plainly faw the fallacy of" al! thefe pre^ 
tenets, hedifguifed hi^ fentimeots rather than 
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Oh the 13th of JoHuary^ being near the 
tape called Etuamrado, Cslumbtu fent his boat 
on ihoret where there ftood ibme Ltdians, with 
all the iiffos of conftemadon and great fierce* 
rieis in £eir countenances. They were armed 
widi bows, arrows, and other weapons, aad 
made a (hew of oppofition ; bnt by the media - 
tion of a Si. Sahador Indimn, they were brouehc 
to a kind of conference. One of them men 
ventured on board the Admiral*s fhip, but ap- 
peared extremely iavage both in his fpeech and 
afped, which was fmutted with charcoal. This 
man having anfwered feveral qneftions, partly 
hy figns and partly by means of the IruHan in- 
tiapreter, he was feafted, and then fet alhore 
witn prefents of glais beads and bits of red and 
green doth, that he might perfuade his coun- 
trymen to bring gold in exchange for fuch 
tnfles. 

At the place where he was fet on fhoie there 
were 50 men with long hair, adorned with plpmes 
of parrots feathers, and being armed with bows 
and arrows, refufed to trade with the Sfamards, 
nocwithftanding the perfaafions of their coon- 
tryman 1 but on the contrary treated thorn witb 
fcora and even began to commit hoftilities. 
The Spmmatdsy who were but feven in number, 
ieeine them advance with fury in their looks 
met them half way, and boldly charging them, 
ihoc one with an arrow and wounded another 
with a fword, on which they inftantly fled. 
Columbus was far from being difplcafed at this 
ikirmiih, which he imaging would give them 
fuch an high opinion of the bravery q^ Vi\% xsv^w 
D 3 «^ 
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as wDuM prevent their making ^m atreiiipts M 
the prejudice of the fet dement at the Naiiwit^. 
On the 1 6th of Jamtatry the Adoiirsd fet 
fat I with his two fhips for Sfain^ but after havkig 
enjo)'ed a favourable gale till they were mihm 
263 ]<f agues to the weftw'ard of /*rn?, they wai 
overtaken by fuch fi tempeH on the i ^th of Fi- 
truatj, that the Tea rtinning tnoun tains hig^, 
they were unable to work their vcflcb, and 
were to fled about at the mclty of the waves. 
Daring this dorm » the two fliips were feparate4» 
when the feame^n in each, condudbg that thoTe 
In the other had periJhed, betook thcmfelvea D) 
a£ls of devotion, and the Admiral vowed to go 
a pil£»rimage to our Lady of Guadalupe ; bat 
the llorm ft ill increafing, the whole crew of the 
Adniirars fliip joined in a vow to walk bare* 
f()Gt and in their /hjrts to fome church dedicawd 
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and, which the pilot judged to be the rock 
3f Lijbony though the Admiral imagined it to 
be one of the AKorts\ and foon after they dif- 
covcrcd other land which proved to be St. Mary^ 
one of the Axon iflands, where they with great 
dilficalty caft anchor four days after. The Ad- 
miral being lame of both his legs in confe- 
qitence of the fatigue he had undergone, ma- 
ny of the inhabitants came on board with frefh 
provifions and compliments from the governor^ 
exprefllne their amazement at the fuccefs of 
the expedition^ and feeming to rejoice at C?- 
hmhms s diicovery. They were alfo furprized 
to fee that they had outlived the dorm, and 
lettine the failors know that there was in that 
neighbourhood an hermitage dedicated to the 
bleiied Virgin, the Admiral and his crew re- 
iblvcd to perform their vow, by walking thi- 
ther barefoot. To fulfil this penance he fent 
his boat on fhore with one half of the company, 
with orders to return immediately, that the 
reft might fucceed them in the fame kind of de* 
votion ; but the firil company had no fooiier 
undreft themfelves and begun their procefHon, 
than they were attacked and made prilbners 
by the go«remor, who lay in ambufh with fome 
of hi^ people for that purpofe. 

Celiwibm having in vain waited from dayr 
break tiil noon for the return of the boat, be- 
gan to fufped foul play, and not being able to 
difcovcr the hermitage, he failed round a point, 
by which means he obtained a full view of it, 
find perceiving feveral Portuguefe on horfcback 
^ight and- enter his boat, as he im^^wt.^, v^ 
attack the yciTcl, he or>Sercd x\v^ faiVw^ \a >^ 
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upon their guard* He hop^d tW the comma ndn 
of ihefe men would come on board, m wbich 
cafe he refolvcd to detain him as an holkge; 
bat the For h/gue/e not danng to advance bcj^ood 
a certain dillance» he demanded the reafon df 
their con^mitttngfkjch an outrage upon hlsmeflt, 
who had gone on ihore upon the faith of z (a!k 
conduct, and let them know that the King U 
Pprtu^fil would certainly he ofi«nded at this i^ 
of holUlity committed a£;ainft the fubjcds of 
their Catholic Majeilies with whom he was m 
alliance i To this the Fgrtugmji Captain an^ 
fweredj that what they had done was by the 
King's exprefs orders « which giving CQ/umhm 
reafon lo imagine that t}iere was a breach be- 
tween the two crowns, and calling all his peo- 
ple to bear wJtnefs to what they had heard, hd 
again dire£led hi^ difcourfe to the pQrtugm/i^ 



«/ AMERICA. 33 

thefe pardcalars they returned and caufiCd the 
Spanianis to be releafed ; for the King of Por^ 
tugal had fent orders to all his governors to fe- 
care the Admiral*! perfon ; but as this fcheme 
did not fucceedy on account of O/u/n^ia^s Haying 
on board, it was thought proper to difmifs the 
prilbners. The Admiral having recovered his 
men, departed from the liland of St. Mary on 
the 24th of Fehruan, with a very favourable 
wind ; bat on the 3d of Mgrcb he was expofed 
to anodier tempeft, during which his fails were 
fplity and he narrowly efcaped being wrecked 
on liie rock of Lijbon^ which they accidentally 
difcovered at midnight ; but having weathered 
it with great difficulty, he was the next day 
obliged to come to an anchor in the river 7a» 
rus, on which he immediately fent an ezprefs by 
land to their Catholic Majedies with the news 
of his airival, and another to the King of P§r» 
tagalf to defire leave to caft anchor before the 
city, as he did not think himielf fafe in his pre- 
fent ftation. 

On the 5th of Mmrch the Mafter of a guard 
ihip, with a boat filled with armed men, came 
up to C§lumbusyWaA ordered him to give an ac* 
coont of himfelf to the King's officers, as was 
cofiomary with all the Te&U that entered the 
river. To this Columbut replied, that he was 
the Sling of Sfain't Admiral, and would not de- 
grade himielf fo far as to fend the moft incon« 
Sderable perfon on board his ihip on fuch an 
errand. The Portuptiji finding him reiblute, de« 
fired to fee the King's letter, which being com* 
plied with, they returned to their (hii^) and made 
Mpmper report to Jhmn d$ ilcunba^ ^\n» S»^ 
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m^de fuch animpreD^OQ uponbim, that I 
diately fell fickj and rctuxning to the pi 
his birthp he in a few days afVer died of gf 
vexation, 

in the tnean time Columbus fet otit I 
•motile on his way to BaraUna, where die 
jcflies then relidedi and the roads wercci 
ty people of all ranks who flocked 
him and the im-iiant in his tf^n^. He ari; 
B^rcihn^ about the middle of Jprii^ an 
received by the whole court and city 
molt folemn manner. The ftrcets tou 
contain the multitudes that preiTed to i&t 
with the Indiani and the curioritie£ he ht 
whkh were carried uncovered* Thci; 
jeflies, to do him honour, ordered the 
throne to be placed in public, on whicl 
felted thetnfelves with Prince yi^j^/r under 
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irtce, the cc^ueft of right belonged to him ; 
but the Admiral modeftly gave his reafons for 
being of a contrary opinion j to which the King 
replied, tliat " it was very well, and he did 
** not doubt but that juftjce would be done.** 

Coiumhus having (laid all Sunday and part of 
M^mdttf^ took his leave, after his Majelly had in 
'vain attempted, bv very conflderable ofifers, to 
re-engage him in his fervice. On his return, he 
was attended by many perfons of rank, and 
pailmg by a monaftery in which was the Queen, 
ner Majeily defired to fee him, and received 
his vifit in a re(pe£lful manner. The fame night 
A gentleman arrived from :he King to inform 
him, that if he chofc to go lo Caftiie by land, he 
would accompany him, and provide him with 
acoommodatk>ns on the road, as far as the fron- 
tiers of Portugal. This offer he declined with 
faitable acknowledgments, and fetting fail on 
Wtdne/iUrf the 13th of March^ arrived on the 
Frr^ following ziSalus^ and came to an an- 
chor in the port of Palos^ whence he had de- 
parted on the 3d of AuguJI in the preceding 
year- 

diumluj was received on his landing by all 
the people in proceffion, giving thanks to God 
forhisiaccefs, which it was hoped would greatly 
redound to the fpreading of chriftianity, and the 
advantage of their Catholic Majellies. PiivMi 
had already arrived in Galicia, and had refolved 
to carry in perfon the agreeable news of the diT- 
covery to court, when he received orders u hich 
forbad hb coming without the Admiral, under 
whoTe eofliinand he had been {ewt cixv ^^ ^^- 
pedition; Bad this inortif^\r\^ tfv^^.'j^oX^'^'^^"^ 

5 'KVTi 
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choirifters of the chapel finging ilie Te 
». 

(hort, Co!u7nhus was treated as a Grandee of 
rtt rank who had performed the moft import- 
erviccs for his country, and when the King 
about Barcelona^ he would have him 
antly by his fide ; an honour which h.id 

conferred upon none but Princes of tlic 
3, He was alfo gratified wiiji new pntents, 
h confirmed and enlarged the privileges 
ad before obtained. Ihe more his dif- 
ries were canvafied by the council, the 
J important they appeared, and therefore 

Catholic Majeflies riwt only agreed that he 
A continue them ; but dilpatched an ICm- 
dor to Pope Alexander VI. to dcfire him to 
: his apoAolic authority in their favour, and 
ant them an exclufive title to the countries 
had been, or fhould be difcovcred. 1 he 

complied with his requell, and drawing a 
from pole to pole, at the diflinjce of loo 
les weftward from the Azores, or from the 
deVerd JJlamUy bellowed on their Catholic 
flies the dominions of all the Sovereigns 
States in that extenfive pait of the globe. 



CHAP. 



#/ A M E R I C A. 39 

ms having provided all kinds of utenfils, 
rge flock of the trifles mofl agreeable to 
ns, and having taken on board cows, 
ifes, and other animals for breeding ia 
plantations, with the feeds of plants, 
a all kinds of grain, ^c, he failed from 
of Ciuiiz on the 25 th of September^ H93» 
1 fouth-wefl for the Canary Iflands. He 
t the Grand Canaria on the 2d of O^a- 
m the 5th anchored at Gomera;w\iex^ he 
(rater, wood and cattle, and in particu- 

fows, from which were produced all 

now in the Weji-lndies *. 
5 7th Jie continued his voyage for the 
:er his having delivered his oraers fealed 
:h were not to be opened onlefs the 
Id be feparated by ftrefs of weather : 
AT ran 400 leagues weft of the Canaries 
neeting with any of thofe weeds which 
feen in their iirft voyage. 
$ 2d of No*vember, CoUimius 'ptrctivitig 
teration in the winds, and there filing 
(hower of rain, concluded that he was 
, and the next morning obferved about 
gues to the weftward a high mou up- 
land which he named Dominica f, from 
difcovcred on a Sunday, Three other 
ere'difcovered much about the fame 
en the people affembling on the poop, 

cceived the nzmc of fyeft-Jndies from Columkus't 

:hem by the weft, and expeAing to find the 

at time brought from the eaft by the way of 

r. 

ica is jjovir fubjcft to England, ^>aX\&^«^V«5L^ 

E a ^ 



[f pofl'eflion of it for their Catholic I 

had before done with refpeft t 
iflands he had discovered. 
;• On the 4ih of Nov^mhery he fa 

confiderable ifland, which he nan 
Gttadalufe -{-, in confequencc of 
had made to the friars belong! n 
of that name. He there, at ii 
i fiance perceived a very high roc 

natcd in a point, whence eufhed 
of water, whicli fell with a pr« 
■! Here he landed fome men who w 

l| wliich at their approach was abs 

the inliabitants except fome of th 
! whofe arms the Spamards tied a f< 

*. a mark of fricndfliip. They ben 

;,. like thofe of Europe, a great nui 

^ parrots, and other birds^ pompioi 

pinL»-apples, of cxquifite tafteand 
j ^Ifo found bows and arrows, cotto 
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natives, from whom he might obtain fome 
important information ; and thefe returned with 
two young men, who by their figns let him know 
that they were born in another iiland, and were 
taken prifoners by thofe of Gmdalupty who 
were called Caribbees, The boats again going 
on fhore for fome of the men they had left, 
found fix women who had fled to them, and 
defired to be carried on board, which being 
done, the Admiral gave them bdls and beads, 
and then difmifled them, though by their figns 
they (hewed an ardent defire to Hay ; but they 
were no fooner landed than the Caribbees robbed 
them of their ornaments in the very fight of 
the Spaniards. The next time the boat's crew 
landed, thefe poor creatures leapt into the boat> 
and by the mod expreflive geftures implored 
prote£lion from the cruelty of the illanders, 
whoy they fignified, had kept their hu (bands 
in flavery. This information occafioned their 
being brought to the Admiral, whom they 
gave to underftand, that towards the fouth, 
Siere were many iflands, and a large conti- 
nent. Co/umbus would have immediately left 
Guada/ufe, had he not been informed, that the 
captain of one of the fhips had, without 

' his permillion, landed with eight men before i< 
was light, and was not yet returned ; he there- 
fore lent feverai of his people on fhore with 
trumpets and muikets, the noife of which might 
be heard through the woods ; and this fearch 
proving fruidels, he f^-nt another detachment of 
forty men, commanded by a ca^ulti, \>;\x)xo'c« 
ders to proceed ffc rough ihe courvxry, ^"^^ "sw^^ 

obfervsuions on its prod unions. TV^^ ^^^ 
E 5 ^ 
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abundance of cotton, feme trees which ii 
and fmcll refembled cinnamon, and alfo in 
cenfc, ginger, fanders, aloes, and r 
They likewile faw nightingales, daws, 
tridges geefe, herons, kites • and fa 
While they were thus employed, the ftra 
returned of their own accord, when Cf. 
ordered their captain to be put in irons 
puniihed the reft by Ihortning their alio 
of provifions. The Admiral himfelfthen 
ing, found great quantities of cotton, 
and unlpun, with many human flculls and 
hung up in bafkets ; and obferved that th 
tives were better accommodated with lo< 
provifions, and other neceflaries, than th( 
the other iflands he had before difcovered. 
On the icth of November ^ the A< 
wciglied anchor, and failing with feis 
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cne woman, who finding it impoflible for them 
to efcape, put themfelves in a pofturc of de- 
fence, when the woman fhot an arrow with fuch 
force and dexterity, that it paffed through a 
ilrong target ; but the Spaniards endeavouring 
to board dhem, overfct the canoe, on which the 
Indians betook themfelves to fwimming, and on« 
of them ufed his bow and arrow in the water, 
with the fame dexterity as if he had been on dry 
land. 

The Admiral again fetting fail, continued his 
courfc weft-north- weft, leaving to the northward 
above fifty iflands, the largeft of which he called 
St. Urfula^ and the others, the Eleven Thau/and 
Virgins. He then came to an ifland to which he 
gave the name of St, John Baptift, and having 
anchored in a bay on the wed fide of it, his men 
caught feveral kinds of fiih, as fkate, foIes« 
pilchards and (hads ; and alfo faw falcons, and 
fome (hrubs refembling wild vines. Some of 
the men afterwards lanoed, when they perceived 
feveral hoafes with a fquare in their front, from 
which was a fpacious road down to the fea, 
Hanked on both fides with towers made of cane, 
the tops of which were curioufly interwoven with 
greensy and at the end of the road next the fea, 
was raifed a lofty gallery or balcony capable of 
containing ten or twelve perfons. 

On the 2 1 ft, the Admiral arrived in the bay 
ofSamana, on the north fide of Hi/paniola, and 
immediately fent on fhore ontoimt Indians ^ a 
native of that part of the country, whom he had 
carried into Spain^ and who being converted to 
the Chriftian foith, undertook lot \Xv^ WcitcoSSv^^wt 
oftdlbis coaatrymcn. 
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The Admiral continuing his voyage 
town of the Nati^vity, was vifited at Cap< 
by fome Indians^ who came on board to 
their commodities for thofe of the Chri 
and coming to an anchor in the port of 
ChriJIo, fome of his people were fcnt afho 
boat, when to their great furprize, they 
a fmall diftance the bodies of two men 
rope about their necks made of a kind of 1 
and their arms extended upon a piece of y^ 
the form of a crofs,. but thongh ihey coi 
difcern whether they were Europeans or 1 
they confidered this as an iU omen. 

The next day, which was the z6th, t] 
miral Tent feveral perfons on fhore in d 
places, when many of the Indians went t< 
witb great confidence and appearance of 
pronounced fe^ 
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prefent of baubles made of tin, and other trifles 
for the Cacique Guacanagan\ and themfelves. 

The next morning Columbus landed, when, 
to his great concern, he faw nothing but 
ruin and deiblation ; the houfes and fort were 
burnt, and nothirtg left belonging to the Chri- 
ftians but a few ragged doaths, and things of 
no value. As he had ordered the Spaniards^ at 
his kaving them, if any thing happened, to 
throw the gold into a well he had made in the 
fort, he ordered that well to be cleanfed ; but 
no gold was to be found there : he foon after 
found the bodies of eleven Spaniards^ who 
feemed to have been dead about a month. 
However, while he was ruminating on this 
event with a mind filled with refcntment and 
forrow, he was vi/ited by the Cacique Guacana- 
garPs brother, who came attended by fome /«- 
dians, who had learned to talk a little Spanijh, 
and by them be was informed that he had fcarce 
fet fau, when thofe he had left behind began to 
c[uarrel amongH themfelves, every man endea- 
vouring to amafs all the gold he could obtain, 
and to take as many wives from the natives as 
his unbounded appeute demanded. That Efco- 
vedo and Peter Gutieres having killed one of the 
men named Jamest had, with nine others, re- 
tired with their women to CaunaBo, a Cacique 
who was lord of the mines, and who put them 
all to death ; after which, that Cacique came 
attended by a great number of men to deftroy 
the town, when there were only Jama de Arana 
and ten of his men, who had remained with 
him to guard the fort, the iti^Vi^V\v\.^^^&<^'^^^ 
thcm&lves about the liLaai. Caunobo^ ^^^ 
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came upon them in the night, inftantly fet £fe 
to the hnufes whare theic eleven Spamardi lived 
with their women i on which th^y iled into tk 
i^a, wh«jeelghtofihem peri Hied, and the other 
three were il^in on Ihcre, while Guacw^gekri 
Endeavoured to revenge ths ^p^mards by making 
war on C^sW^^, but was put to flight, after hit 
having received e dangerous wound ^hicb coa- 
£ned him to his iioufe^ and prevented liis wait- 
ing on the AdmiraL 

1 his account perfeftly agreed wi^^i the in- 
telligejice received from l«me Spaniards who hid 
been fent up the country, and had vifited the 
wounded Cacique at his own houfcf who grcady 
defjred to fee CQiumhus. The next day therefore 
the Admiral paid hm> a vifit, and was received 
with the utmod cordiality and concern for what 
had liappened, Guacanaguri repeated the mC' 
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was extrememely ill, he iniifled on attending 
his gueil to the fleet, where he was courteoufly 
entertained, and much p leafed at the fight of 
the horfes, of which the Spaniards had before 
given him an account. This Cacique was after- 
wards xnllrudted in the myfleries of the Chriilian 
religion, which he was at firft unwilling* to em- 
brace. 

Columlus being difgafled at a fpot which had 
been the fccne of fo many difafters, and know- 
ing that there were better and more commodious 
places in the idand, for a fettlement, failed on 
the 7th oi December with the whole fleet to the 
eailward, and caft anchor before an Indian 
town where he refolved to plant a colony. With 
this view the people dcfigned for fettiers were 
landed, with proviiions and proper utenfils, in a 
plain where he built a town, to which he gave 
the name oi IfahelUy in honour of the Queen. 
Jt was conver.iently iituated near a rock where a 
fort might be ereded ; the harbour was fpa- 
cious, and at the diilance of a bow-ihot ran an 
excellent river, firom whence canals might be 
eaiily cut through the midH of the place, and 
beyond it lay an open plain, from which the 
Indians faid, the mines of dhao were not far 
dtitant. 

l^rom the nth o^ December to the 12th of 
H'larch in the following year, 1494* Columbus 
was employed in completing this new fettle- 
ment, and having at length regulated the afFi^rs 
of the^ town, he difpatched Alon%o de Ht^edoj 
with fifteen men, in fearch of the goldmines, 
Md on the 2d of February^ feat twelve of his 
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ihSps back to Caftilt^ with ^ \ctttt to i 
tlialic Majeftics, in which iu? gave a t 
tkuUr account q( whatever ha3 iiapf ei 
his arrival in the Hyi inJiss. 

H^jtda foon after returned from this 
tion, and informed the Admiral that 
fecond day after he fet out from J/sheHi 
at the pafs of an almoH: inaccefTible n 
atid afterwards at the diftancc ©f everj 
found Caclqueg, by whom h? was bi 
cntcrt^ned ; but continuing his journey 
rived on the lixth day at the place e 
Mines of C?^/^, where he faw the Indh 
ing up gold out of a fmall river, as 
from many others in the fanrc prtjvina 
inform.ition wa^ highly agreeable to tli 
ra\ who was jail recovered from a fil 
nef$ occaiToned by fatigue, and on the 
Jifnrrk. Kavincx riiuOni a11 1-he ammunt 
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di/Iatlsficd with the regulations of the new fettle^ 
mentf readily joined with him in the defign of 
levolting from (he Admiral, and feizing the 
fliips in order to return to Sfain ; but this mu* 
tiny being difcovered, the Admiral caufed the 
xingleader to be fecured, till he could have an 
opportunity of fending him home to take his 
trial. 

Cgbtmii/j^ in order to fill the ImiiaHs with the 
gceater awe and refpedi, made his men march 
in regular order through the villages, with 
trumpittfl founding, and colours flying* and alfo 
carried with him every thing ncceflary for build- 
ing a fort at CebMo, He marched along the 
banks of the river which runs by Ifabellaj and 
craffing another river, lay in a pleafant plain 
which extended to the foot of an high and 
craggy lock, which formed a pafs. The next 
day he entered a fpacious plain, in which he 
txavelled five leagues, and fpeot the night near 
a. broad river, which the men crowed on floats 
and in canoes : This, which he called the Ri'ver 
ofCwtesy falls into the fea at Monie Chrifto. In 
.his.ma»ch he paiTed by many Itulian towns, 
jdompofed of raund, thatched houfcs, the doors 
0f which were fo low that no perfon could enter 
diem without (looping down. The inhabitants 
feemcdto have very little notion of private pro* 
peity; for the htiians who attended the ^/a- 
n'tards from Ifmbeila, freely entered the houfcs 
and took what they liked bei^ without giving 
the lead offence to the former polTefTors, while 
the latter attempted to take what they liked 
(kom the Sfitmitirdfy and feeroad. ^vix^xVift^ ^^ 
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meeting witb a fcpulfe. The way w 
agreca^y diverJlAed wich mountains a 
wild vines, and other fruit tree3 of var 
On the 14 th o{ Msrchy Cdumbus i 
from the Ri*t*er nf Canes, and at the 
a leagye and a half, arrived at the b 
other river I which he named the Gi 
from their gathering here fome gra 
metal. Having palled it with fom* 
h< proceeded to a large town, whep 
that manjr of the inhabitants had i 
momiL'dns, and the reft barred the 
gainfthim with canes, and having pa 
other river, and feveral towns whici 
r leaded againii him in the fame d 
entered the province of Cehae^ wh 
rough and Itony, yields plenty of gj 
watered by fevera! rivers whidi ab 
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a kind of bread, and garlick. On the 29th of 
March he arrived at his new colony of Jfabella^ 
where he found melons already fit to eat, though 
the ieed had not been above tWo months in the 
ground, and a wild vine of that country being 
pruned, produced large and excellent grapes ; 
Ibme wheat which had been fown in the latter 
end of January^ already produced ears fit to 
gsither ; vetches produced a ripe crop of a much 
kiger fort than thofe they had fown, within 
twenty-five ds^s ; fugar canes, and the ilones 
of fruit fprouted out in feven days ; vine- 
hranchea produced leaves in the fame time, and 
yielded green grapes in twenty five days : Co- 
btmbus had therefore great reafoh to be pleafed 
with the ibil and climate, and particularly with 
the water, which was extremely pure, cool and 
palataUe. 

On the ifl of AprtU a mefifenger arrived at 
Ifabellay from the new fort, to which he had 
given the name of the Caftle of St, Thomas^ with 
advice that the Cacique OumaBo was preparing 
to attack that fort. Columbut was but little con- 
cerned at this news, as he knew that he had 
nothing to apprehend from the natives, who 
were under great apprehenfions at the fight of 
Jiis horfes ; yet as he intended to go to fea with 
three caravels, in order to difcover the continent, 
he thought it neceffary to leave every thing ia 
tranquility behind him, and therefore fent a 
reinforcement to the fort of feventy men, part 
of whom were to be employed in making the 
road more pafTable, and in fearching for the 
fords of the riwa. in the meacv um^ \v^ ca^- 
plesLted his toin^ which was \^\^ ovsx m \^%v^' 
F z ^^^ 
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from his finding that the din 
many of his people who wer 
, languifhing condition. As i 

^l}i joyed health, and were not i 

m the town, they were fcnt to 
id order to obferve its iituat 
themfelves to the Indian d 
comiDandcd by H^^da, wh 
xnarcli to CeBao, and deliver o 
thefe men to Pe/ir Margariti, 
duftthem round the ifland, 
omimanded the fort of St. 7A 
9n the 29th of ^^7, Ht^ic 
which confifted of above 400 
and having crofled the river Ji 
Riifir, apprehended a! Caciqu< 
whom he fcnt in irons to th 
Cacique had accommodated 
with ^vt Indians to carry thd 
river, but bein? in the middle* 
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to grant, ordered the Cacique and his brothej 
to be put to death in the market-place ; a 
tv'hich their honell friend ihed a flood of tears 
and barneftly begged that their lives might b< 
fparfrd ; whereupon the admiral indantly for 
gavfe them. Thefe were no fooner releafed 
than a man on horfeback, who had juft arrivec 
from fort St. Thomas, told the Admiral, that ir 
hift way through the town belonging to the Ca 
cique who had been his prifoner, he alone hac 
ttietted four Sp^tiarJs whom the Indians hac 
taken by way of repiizal, and chafed above 40c 
peHbns who fled at the fight of his horfe; 

Thfe Admu^ being now refolved to difcove 
tiie tdotatinent *, appointed a council to goveri 
die Mand in his ablence, coniifUng of his bro 

* ft !s %rorthy of remark, that while Columbui was thu 
fettlS^ thea£fairi oi Hifpaniola^Jobn Cabot, (a citizen o 
^'Mrf^ who lived iBrifto/) and his fon Sebaftiariy faile* 
from the laft mentioned city upon difcoveries j fdw th 
continent 9i Ncvfoundland, to which they gave the nam 
of Fritak P^lia or Firftfgen ; and on the S4th of June, th 
fam^. yiiir 1494, went a/hore on an ifland, which the; 
csUfad ^.y»bti*», from its being difcovered on St. John 
4af • ytha Cabot, on his return to Eiiglani^ reported, tha 
this ifland was barren j bat chat the fea near the coal 
abounded wfth fi(h; that the people wore bcar-fkin clothes 
mA wc'/eifr B fl f ed with bowt^ arrows, pikes, wooden clubs 
4fen-tk and fliiigi j and upon this report he obtained a pa 
tent for making difcoveries $ but this gentleman dyin; 
foon after, King Henry VII. granted a new patent to hi 
£brt Sebafihn, who fet fail on the 4th of Al^K^ 1497, be 
fore CohtJuhus hegan his third voyaye. Stbaftian failed a 
high as 67^ 30^ north latitude ; proceeded from thenc 
into the latitude 56^, and from thence ran down to 3S' 
along the coaftof the continent ofAmericgf which he ex 
prcfly Tayi, was afterwards called Florida, where provi 
fic^s 'gfdwing ihort^ he failed back, touched at Nnvfchnd 
laaJj and rttumcd to Englind, 






mc roaic, a great number ot Im 
in their canoes with prefents of 
filh ; in return for which he ] 
bells, beads, and other trifles. 
On the 5 th of May he rea 
where he had been told there 
of gold. On his calling anch 
he thought it the mod beautii 
yet fecn, and a furprizing mul 
tives came in canoes of diffei 
change provifions for toys. ' 
I'y. coafted along the ifland; but 

j ' boats to found the mouths of tl 

Jl were foon furrounded with c 

|j;^ armed men> who feemed refoh 

'i'^\ hoililities. However, the Spa 

j, ; tcrmined to enter Puerto Buer, 

j j with fuch a flight of arrows, thj 

jl .1 being wounded, the reft infUi 

t ■ that port the Admiral repaire 
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tears in their eyes to returny he perfifted in his 
refolation, and die Admiral gave orders that he 
ihoiild be treated with the utmoil civility. 

On the 1 5 th he reached the point of Cuha^ 
which he named OJfo de Santa Crux, or Cafe 
Holy Crofs ; but as he coafted along, was over- 
taken by a terrible dorm of thunder and light- 
ning, which was the more dangerous as he was 
entangled amongft the currents and flats, which 
hindered him from taking in his fails. He 
found the fea to the north and north-eaft of that 
ifland covered with a prodigious number of 
fmall, low, and fandy iilands, fome of which 
fcarcely appeared above the furface of the wa- 
ter, and confcquently rendered the navigation 
very hazardous. It is true, the nearer they 
failed to Cuba, the higher and pleafanter thele 
little iflands appeared, and it being a matter of 
difficulty and of no advantage to give a name to 
each of them, he ililed them all in general the 
keen's Garden. The next day thefe iflands 
feemed to multiply on all hands, fo that his 
men reckoned 160 of them, parted from each 
other by navigable channels, through which the 
ihips failed. In fome of them they faw a great 
number of cranes that were as red as fcarlet ; 
abundance of turtle and their eggs, and an in- 
finite number of foiall iinging birds ; and, what 
appeared ftill more extraordinary, the air was as 
fweet as if it had been impregnated with the 
ricbefl perfumes. In one of the above channels 
they found a canoe with fiftiermen, who feeing 
the boat approach, they without the lead con- 
cern made (igns to the Spaniards to kec^ off till 
they had done filhing, and w xixw m^ax^^^^ ^^ 
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went on board the Admiral 
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m white veft which hung'down to hts knees, and 
Cflpried by tw<» men in lone garments that 
lacked to their feet, all three^eing as white as 
the Sfanmrds ; but feeing fo many of their at- 
ttfida^; Ive wss terrinedy and calling to his 
QonH^^tfnioiity did InSans ran away without look- 
w^ bad& "Aie next day the Admiral fent fome 
p(^e tki fliord, to diicover the truth of this 
v&ftuft i boif thd" woods and marflies were fo im- 
j^Mhble, thidt aftef having travelled about a 
kijptffr Afoai tlie cotl!, they were obliged to 
reYurA-. 

Hwiiig failed aboot ten leagues to the we(!- 
wvd, iMff oMerved hoofes on the fhore, from 
wlWwSdr tlMf native's came in canoes with food and 
MMTy ft» which they were well paid. The 
AMt^al ho##re^ canfed one of rliefe imRans to be 
dAuhtd I hat told him And the reft, by his in- 
mttKisltc, llhot he would let him go As foon as he 
\m pvth^m^ ^r6p^ diredlkms for his voyage, 
AnKlfeiiitf Account of the coontry. The Indian^ 
fiftMtfd with this proirtify,- let him know that 
Cubti v^Mraft l^TthSi ; and that the coaft was very 
tow, tad fii^etaded by fihAlI iflands. 

TBtf neiit d#^ th« Adufiiral being inclofed be- 
f#^A C<vO iflteds, was obliged to towthefhips 
dve'r a fldt, #h6/«f (here was -but very little wa- 
ter, #hen besfing ap to the coafl oiCuba^ the 
Spaniards few very large turtle in fuch numbers 
that thcy cotered the lea. The next morning 
the fail was darkned by the multitude of fba- 
crmvs witieh fitfw towards the fhore and lighted 
^pOti it I there alfo appeared abundance of pi^ 
geoifts And other birds ; and th^ iayX daz^iV"^^^ 
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On the 1 6th ^ijuly^ as Columbus vf2LS fteering 
towards Cape Cruz, in the ifland of Cuba, he 
was furprized with fuch a violent ilorro, that the 
ihips were almoft overfet before the fails could 
be furled, and they (hipped fo much water that 
the men were fcarcc able to keep them clear 
by pumping ; for his people were rendered ex- 
tremely weak by fatigue and want of provifjons, 
their allowance being only a pound of bifcuic, 
and half a pint of wine a day, unlefs they hap- 
pened to catch fifh. This allowance the Ad- 
miral himfelf did not exceed. However, at his 
arrival at Cafe Cruz, he was civilly entertained 
by the Iruiians, who fup plied him with bread 
made of grated roots, with plenty of filh, and 
great quantities of delicious fruit. 

Columbus now flood over to Jamaicay and 
coafling along to the weflward, found that part 
of the ifland full of excellent harbours, and 
abounding with inhabitants. He then made the 
ibuth fide of Hijpaniola, and having loft fight of 
the other two (hips that were under his com- 
mand, caft anchor at a fmall ifland, where h s 
men killed eight feals that lay alleep on the 
fhore, and took great numbers of pigeons and 
other birds, which being unaccuftomed to the 
cruelty of the human fpecies, flood Hill while 
they were knocked down with ftaves. 

Six days after, the Admiral being joined by 
the other (hips that were miffing, proceeded on 
his voyage, and coafted along Hi/famo/^i, which 
exhibited the profpeft of a delightful plain, ex- 
tending a mile from the fea, and fo populous, 
that for a Icigue together, ii i'c^av^'i Vi Vi^ ^^<i 



the ifland with the news < 
while he, and his fhips con 
the coaft to the eaflward. L 
the boats afhore for water, 
from which the Indians can 
landing, with boats and po 
produced fome ropes with w 
to bind the Chriflians. But 
reached the Aorc^ they civil 
arms, afked for the Admira 
provifions. Near this plac 
fifh of the fize of a middling ' 
like that of a tortoife on its 
head, which was of the fize 
above water j had a long tail 
£i(h, and two vail £n8 oi^ the 
and other concurring circui 
miral prognofticated achan^ 
feeking forae place where ht 
call anchor under a little iil 



',A 



m 



V 



i 




•/AMERICA. 6i 

However, they weathered the florm, and joined 
the Admiral, who continued his voyage, but 
was foon after feized with a lethargy which 
deprived him of his fenfes and memory. On 
this account it was agreed to fail diredlly to Jfa- 
bella^ where they arrived on the 29th of ^ef^ 
tember. The Admiral, on his landing, foon re- 
covered his healthy though his weaknefs lailed 
ieveral months. 

ColumhuM^ on his arrival, found his brother 
BstrthoiomenAj at Ifahella^ and perceived that the 
natives had taken up arms againfl the Spaniards, 
The Admirars joy was extreme at the fight of 
Bartholomew f who returning to Spain from the 
-cotaxt ot Engkful, where all his demands were 
cranted, had been informed of his brother Chri- 
fi§pber's faccefs, by Charles^ King of France^ 
who prefented him with one hundred crowns to 
defray the expence of his journey. Upon this 
lie made all the hade he could to overtake 
the Admiral in Spain ; but before his arrival at 
Seville, Chriftophtr had failed on his fccond 
voyasne. However, waiting on their Catholic 
Htfajenies, he was received witli honour, and 
, ordlered to fail with three (hips to the Wefi-lndiesy 
in order to carry.provifions to his brother, where 
iie arrived, while the Admiial was gone apon 
. fhe difcovery of Cuba, 

Obrifopber Columbus now gave his brother Bar^ 
fhoiomew Uie title of governor of the LuiieSf 
-which their Catholic N9aje(lies very much re- 
fented« alledging that he had no power to grant 
fo high an officej but this diiTerence was at 
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rexation by the mifcondudl ot Pe 
who inftead of obeying his orders, 
the ifland with 360 foot and 14 
had been left under his comm: 
camped in a large plain at ten le 
from Ifabella^ from whence he c 
moll infolent letters to the council 
at length that he was unable to c 
preme command, and dreading 
the Admiral, who might punifh hi 
fumption, he, together with fath< 
had been fent to convert the Indii^ 
on board one of the three (hips 
over Bartholomew^ and with other 
returned into Spain, without aiTigi 
fonfor his departure, or difpofin 
under his command; on which 1 
therofelves through the country, r< 
tives of tiieir women and efFefts, 2 
fuch outrages, as not only intirel] 
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not been for the Admirars return. The LiMans 
indeed might have e^fily fhaken ofF the Spanijo 
yoke, had they but united in their own defence ; 
for there were four principal Caciques or Kings, 
each of whom had Icventy or eighty petty lords 
under his fjbjciEtion, who were obliged, when 
called upon, to alTiit in the wars. 

Columbus was very uncafy at finding that the 
Chrillians, by their vices, had rendered thcm- 
felves hated by the Indians, wlio couid not bear 
their infolence and barbarity. Guacanagari^ in- 
deedy continued a firm friend to the Spaniards ^ 
and vifiting the Admiral at his return, declared 
that he had been fo far from joining with his 
cnemiesy that he hadprote£led and maintained 
an hundred of his people, by which means h« 
had incurred the difpleafure of the other Ca- 
ciques : Bebtcbico had killed one of his women. 
and another of them had been carried off by CaU' 
^Moh ; he therefore defired Columbus^ ^ afiiftance to 
recover the one, and to revenge the death of 
the other. This the Admiral readily promifed» 
and ibme of the natives who had muraered his 
men, being punifhed with death, and others 
fent into Spain^ Columbus and Guacanagari fet 
out from Ifabella to profecute the war againft the 
Ltdiam^ who were aiTembled to the number of 
lo?,ooo, while Columbus^ forces confided only 
of 2CO foot, 20 horfe, and 20 wolf dogs, and 
Guaamagari's of a body oi Indians. 

Columbus being in fight of the enemy on the 

fecond day of his march, divided the little army 

under his command into two bodies; one of 

which he gave to his brother Bartkalomcw^ that 

G 2 "^^i 



64 «/ A M E R I C A. 

by attacking the enemy in two places at once h^ 
might increafe their terror and confuiion. The 
Indians were immediately thrown into diforder 
by the difcharge of the mufkets and crofs-bows, 
when the Spaniards rufliing upon them with their 
horfes and dogs, fo terrified them, dxat they 
were foon routed, and many (lain and taken 
prifoners, among whom was Caunaho, with all 
his wives and children, who confeiled that he 
had before killed twenty of the Chriftians at 
the town of the Nativity y and that he intended 
to have adled in the fame manner at Ifahilk, 
This confefllon, together with his beijag taken 
in arms, induced the Admiral to fend hun and 
his whole family into Spain^ where they might 
be treated in fuch a manner as was moft agree- 
able to their Catholic Majefties. 

This viflory, and the captivity of Cau^alh 
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The Spaniards^ byconverfing with the na- 
tives, now became oetter acquainted with their 
manners and cufioms^ and learned} aroongfl 
other things, that the ifland produced ebony* 
cedar, long pepper, ginger^ frankinpenfe, a 
great number of mulberry-trees, and copper. 

In re|;ard to religion, every Cacique had a 
detached temple fet apart for the fervice of cer- 
tain wooden images called Cemies, before which 
they performed feveral ceremonies, aiid prayed 
with great devotion. In each of thefe temples 
was a round table on which was a cert^n kind 
of powder, which being laid on the head of the 
idol, the devotee fnufPed it up through an hollow 
cane, which coiidfted of two branches, at the 
fame time repeating a kind of jargon which 
feemed altogether unintelligible, and by this 
powder he was immediately intoxicated. Thefe 
images had different names, and foroe were in 
much higher reputation than others, fo that a 
Cemi of character was frequently ftolen. The 
Indians carefully concealed thefe ceremonies 
^om the Chridians, whom they would not fuf- 
fer to enter the place of their devqtions . How- 
ever, fome Spaniards once ru(hed into a temple^ ^ 
at^hich the idol began to cry aloud in the iv- 
dian tongue: The Chridians however foon 
comprehended, and difcovered the trick, by 
kicking it down, when they perceived that it 
was fupplied with a trunk, the farther end of 
which reached to a dark corner of the apart>^ 
ment, where a man lay concealed among boughs 
9nd leaves, and fpoke what was dictated by the 
Cacique, who now findviig \i\Ts4^^ ^^\s;^^^^ 
euiicffly intrcated the Spaniards t^aX ^^ ^^-w 
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r.van:ca:e the difcQvery to his fubjeflsy which 
would rc'/.der it impoflible for him to keep them 
in obedience. 

Moi'c of thefe Princes had alfo three ftoncs, 
which both they and their people devoutly wor- 
(liipped, one of which they faid, prefided over 
the corn and other grain, the other afiieded 
women in child-birth, and the third had an in^ 
fluencc on the weather. 

When a fick Indian was edsemed paft re- 
covery, he was ftrangled by order of the Ca- 
cique, and was either burnt, buried, or em- 
balmed, ai the pleafure of his relations. Some» 
on being emboweled and dried, were laid in 
hammocks, with bread and water at their heads, 
and others depofited in a cave furnilhed with 
thj fame kind of provifions. It is obfervable, 
that Caunaho being queftioned about a future 
ftare, faid, that after death he fhould go to a 
certain vale, where he fliould find his parents 
and predcccilbrs, and eat, drink, and enjoj' all 
fcnfual pleafures in the higheft perfedb'on. 
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ifland of Bifpaniola^ and to fet fail with 
lips laden with necefTaries, for the relief of 
jople. 

mJguadozxtwtdi at Ifahella while the Ad* 
was in a diftant province, and prctcnd- 
be inveftcd with extraordinary authority, 
ofed in matters of government ; reproved 
dmiral's miniilers, and fome time after fol- 
. Cclumbusy attended bv a body of horfe 
>ot ; who being told that John Azuado was 
irch of him, returned to I/abtlTa, where 
io behaved with the utmofl indifcretion, 
reated the Admiral with theercateft dif- 
il ; while the people being difcontented 
their having no other provifions but a 
allowance out of the king*s flores, of a 
iger of wheat, and a flice of rufty bacon 
tten cheefe, with a few beans or Spanifi? 
and the Admiral obliging them, as they 
in the king's pay, to work at the forti£ca- 
his own houfe and other llrudlures, they 
laincd to Jguado^ and he refolved to lay 
complaints before their Majeflies. 
this time the four fhips brought by JguaJt 
led by a hurricane in the harbour, and there 
10 ve/Tel left to carry him back, but the 
iral's two caravels ; when Columlfus obferv« 
ds prefumption, and being informed that 
3 had mifreprefented him at court, whero 
d no other fupport than his own merit, re- 
I to appear before their Majefties in order 
dicate himfelf ; to let them know what ho 
bund in his fecond difcovery, relating to 
and of Cuba, and h\s O'gtvcixotw ^& ^9^ "^^ 
on that was to b« mai8* V^vww.^^^ ^"*^ 
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crowns of Caftiie and FcrtugaL Eut befare \t 
left the ifiand, he ordered ievcral new forta fo 
be built, and being informed b^ fome of the 
CatiqtieSj that there were gold mines on the 
fotith fide of the ifland, he found it neceflarjf, m 
order to fupporc hii own credit^ to dlfcovrr as 
much of chat metal as poHlble, And chereforc 
fent feveral perfons with Indian guides, who ad- 
vancing into the moft fouthern prot-^iacej lisutid 
gold in all the brooks, and, digging in feveral 
places met with fnch plenty of ic^ that one la- 
tourer in a day cotild get above three pefos. 
Thefe they called the mines of St. Ckrijtaphir, 
from a fort the Admiral ordered to be er^cd 
there, 

Caiumbtii having fettled the aiFatrs of die 
iiland, and appointed his brother Bartholum^ 
his lieutenant, went on board one of the carayels^ 
and J^hn Aguai^ in the other, and taking ^ith 
him 225 Spamards, who wanted to return, m\\i 
thirty IjidioTTfi failed from IfitifiUa^ on the loch 
<jf MffTf^, 1496. He continued his courfe till 
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The female warriors no fooner midj^r flood 
the demand of the Spaniards^ than they di- 
rcAed them to fail to the other fide of the 
ifland, where they would be fupplied by their 
hufbands. ' But on their arrival there, a great 
number of people came down to the fhore and 
diicharged their arrows at the boats ; but per- 
ceiving that the Spaniards rowed towards the 
landy retired and formed an ambufcade in the 
neareft woods, whence they were eafily driven 
by the firing of guns, when their houfes and 
cfeedls being abandoned, were oillaged by the 
Spaniards y who being acquaintea with the me- 
tliod of making breaa, went to work, and made 
a fufficient quantity of it to fupply their wants. 
lo thcfe Indian houfes, which, contrary to the 
praftice of the other iflands, wer« fquaw, they 
found large parrots, honey, wax aad irQi^. 
While many of the people were cipploy^d ip 
baking bread, the Admiral fent forty men to 
obtain fome intelligence of the country, and the 
next day they returned with ^en wotnen and 
tlvree boys, amongft whom was the wife of^ 
Cacique, whom a man born in the Canaries had 
much difficuky to overtake* which he could not 
have done, had fhe not, on feeing him alone, 
turned back, when feizing him, me threw him 
upon the ground and would certainly have (liHed 
him, had not others came to his afliflance. 
Thefe women, fwathed their legs with a piece 
of cotton from the ankle to the knee, and wore 
their hair long and flowing upon their (hpulders ^ 
but no other parts of their bodies were covered. 
It is pretended that the ca^Uvt^i\^,>&«.v^^»>^ 
W9S inhabited only by wora^Ti> ^xi^^^«s»k^^ 
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thofe who endeavoured to oppofe th e 5/itj 
there were only four men who happened 
there by accident ; and that at certain til 
the year, they came to propagate their fp< 

Coiumhus having provided his fhips « 
ftipply of wood aud water, fet fail from C 
iup€ on the zDth of April, after having 
fbme prcfents to all the inhabitants they 1 
thtjr pofi'effion, and ftt them on ihore, « 
the chief and her daughter, who chafe to 
S^iiin with C^unahG^ who was a natiVe \ 
Larihbeis^ though aCacique o£ Hlfpanhl^M 

On the sotli of May, when the fliips 
about ICO leagues weft of the Js^Qres^ th^i 
vifions began to fail, on which each maa 
allowed only fix oances of bread, and 
thing lefs than a pmt of water a day, and tl 
there were eight or nine pilots In theii 
Jloops, yet none of them knew where they 
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fore afferted that he was near Cape St, Vincent^ 
whkh all on board had laughed at, that his 
men believed he was actually prophetical in fea- 
afFairs. 

The Admiral, on his landing, fet out for 
Burgos^ where he was favourably received by 
their Catholic Majefties, who were then cele- 
brating the nuptials of their fon with Margaret 
of Aujlriay the daughter of the emperor Maxi- 
milian^ He prefented the King and Queen with 
feveral forts of (bice, various kinds of rich woods, 
birds of beautiful colours, girdles and maiks a- 
dorned with gold places, a large quantity of 
^old-duft, with grains of that metal of different 
fizes, and had \q far improved his former dif- 
covcries as to be able to affirm that there wer« 
innumerable iflands in thefe new difcovered feas, 
that had the richefl foil, and abounded with 
the moil valuable natural produdlions. 

Columbus having vindicated his own condudl 
to -their Majefties fatisfadion, earnefUy folicited 
to be fent back with fupplies to the colony he 
had left, both in want of men, and many ne- 
ceflaries ; but notwithHanding the warmth of 
his folicitations, the court was fo dilatory, that 
ten. or twelve months elapfed before he could 
obtain a fupply, which was fent in two ihips 
commanded 1by Feter Femandex CoroneL And 
after his departure, Columbus continued at court to 
procure the equipment of fuch a fleet as was pro* 
per far him to conduft to the Weft-lndies, This 
was however long retarded by the negligence 
and ill management of the king's officers^ axvd 
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Co T. TT M B V s' J //'/;v/ Vnya^e. Hejieers a ne^K 
pofles by the Cape de Verd I/Iandsy and 
at one of theuiy ^htre the Portuguefey^ 
Leper t to be cured ly li-zing upon Turt 
tkince fails to tie Weft y and difca^ers tb 
Trinidad, aad aflerwards the Continent 
he at firft fufpofed to he an Jfland^ hut fin 
piiftake^ called it P^ia. He trades «m 
Inhabitants y and returns to Hifpaniola. 
cin^ Hiftory of the troubles of that Ifla 

icf the Admirals Endea'vours to peuify 
But the Court of Spain being alarmed 
many Complaints fentfrom the Indies, a 
.»' Per/on to go thither to hear and determin 

:; ■ ! upon ^<which the Admiral is fent home \ 

;■ n.vith bis fwo Brothers, 

i: '.. -; I 

COL UMBUS at lad fct fdl from 
of St. Lucar de Barrameday on the. 
.' V M/iv. I i.o8. with (ix (hios laden with Dr< 
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ip- had tiken three Spanijb yeiTclf^ and ftood 
tea with them, in iight of the fquadron. The 
dmiral, on being informed of this capture^ 
-dered thice of his fhips to give chace ; but 
icy had made too much way for tlie Spanijb 
lipf to come up with them. However, one of 
le prises was retrieved by the bravery of the 
pmtsiarils whom the French had left on board ; 
3r, clapping their captors under the hatches, 
ncy returned with the veflel fafe into port. 

Culumbus failed from thence to the ifland of 
^str9j and having refolved to fend three of his 
hips to Hifpaniola^ while he failed with the reft 
o the Cape ete Verd IJlands, and from thence to the 
:ontinent» he appointed J^hn Antonio Columbus^ 
lis kinfman, Peter de Arana^ and Alome» Sanchetc 
ie CamiajaK captains of the three (hips bound 
!br HiJ^niola^ with orders that each fhould com- 
nand a week in his turn. Having difmiHed 
jicm near the ifland Hiero^ he, on the 27th of 
7«Mr#, defcried' the ifland of ^aU the firft of the 
Cafi de Verd IJIands^ and paffmg it, anchored 
dofe to a fmali ifland, to which all the lepers 
in Portugal were fent to be cured by eating tor- 
toifes or turtle, and waihing themfelves fre- 
quently with their blood ; for in the months of 
Jtme^ July and Augufty abundance of thofe am- 
phibious animals reibrt thither from the conti-i 
nent, to lay their eggs, in the fand, and are ea- 
fily caught by turning them on their backs while 
they are aileep. This was the fole bufinefs of 
tlie wretched lepers, and thefc animals their only 
iaftcnance, for there is neither tree nor fpring in 
the ifland, fo that they arc obW^'tA \^ ^\:^^. <^^ 



^c^ffoih multitude in th« 
they have fomeumes, m the 
kiUed to Che value of 4000^ 
whole ftock was prodo«dfr 
ried thither by Rodiruk Alf^ 
of the ifland. , 

On the 30th of 7««, Col 

ifland of S/.7«|».*«'e';«^« 
day in the evening, and ici^ 

and bulls wherewith to ftM 

fC^-,;^; but finding Aai 

them without fome difficult 

unwilling to ftaymfoun 

his men begmnmg to Uck 
fottth-weft. refolvingtoco 

he fliould be under the U 
due weft in featch of w 
He proceeded in this co 
his meeting with viole 
fet towards the north 
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Hands lay to the north, he refolved to (ail di- 
e^lly for HiJ^aniola, 

Columbus therefore flood to the northward, 
jdd one day about noon a failor going up to the 
oond-top, obferved land at the diftance of fif- 
een leagues, that had the appearance of three 
Donntains. This ifland the Admiral diftin- 
;iii£h6d by the name of la I'rinidad^ or Trinity^ 
nd failing due weft^ he anchored five leagues 
leyond a point which he called Punta de la Ga^ 
rra, from a rock which at a diflance refembled 
i galley under fail ; but finding no convenience 
or taking in water, he failed farther weft, and 
aft anchor at another point. He there took im 
vatefy without feeing any houfes or people, 
ho* in coafting along, he had lefc feveral towns 
lehind him. The fame day, being the ift of 
fugitfif they difcovered the continent at the di- 
buice of 2C leagues ; but miilaking it for an- 
>dier ifland, the Admiral gave it the name of 
^fia Santa. 

Columbus now proceeded to a more wefterly 
)oint of the ifland oiTrinidad^ which he named 
^unta del Arenal^ or Sandy Point, where land- 
1^ with his men in order to obtain refrefli- 
nepts, a Cacique of the ifland came to him, and 
)bferving that he wore a cap of crimfon velvet, 
lot only paid him great refped, but took off a 
:irde of gold he had on his head and put it on 
he Admiral's, and with che other hand took ofiT 
he Admiral's cap, with which he was greatly 
>leaf<^, and put it on his own head. The fame 
lay when they were aboard their ihips, a large 
:anoe carrying 25 men, came fcom iVk<& «;^- 
wurd i ^tbe'ms aboat the di&auc^ ol ^ xkq^^'^- 
H z '^^^- 
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ihjot, the Indiami g»ive over rowing, ai^d t 
aloud ~, b{it a^ whdC thery faki couU f ot \A 
derftood, the AdfnirpS^r-^rred fomc cf th^ 
to allure th<?m to the lliip by ih^wirig dieoi 
little bfaf^ baibn?, l^xikirvg-^kfTesj a-ndi 
glitttriog toy I ; but this proving ificffflj 
Colun^m tbtiikingtDplcarethfQi, orderediA 
the mm to afcend the poop and play up^ 
tabor and pipe, while other* danced 3;oQn4 
This, howerer* had j& quite contrary e#e4 
they took \i for a fignal of war, acii theit 
quitting their oars, laid hold -of th^ir target 
bows, and kt f^y their arrows. Upon till 
Admiral ordered the niu^c to ccafe, and 
crofs-bows to be broughr, but only two o^ 
to be fhot ; whereupon the In%4mns immedi 
laid down their aroa!}, and ran indole umie 
Item of one 0/ the caravels^ the pilot of «i 
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ip the fhore as it did at ^t, Lucar, and that the 
rarrent fet with fuch ftrcngth betwten the ifland 
>f Trinidad and Santa, which were only two 
cagucs afander, that it rcfembled a rapid river. 
The Spaniards foxrrA that the fruit, trees, foil and 
dimate were the fams asin Htfpamola. '^ hey faw 
parrots, fome of a h'ght green, others whitifh, and 
Dthers intermixed with red and yellow ; and alio 
caught very large oyfters, and great quantities 
3f Qcher fifli. 

The Ihips having taken in water at Punta del 
Arenal, Columbus pioceeded to a point on the 
ttOrth-weft of what he tUI then called IflaSanta^ 
ivhich he thought to be extraordinary high land, 
as indeed it is, and ihib which is a part of the 
continent near the vail ridge of mountains called 
Jie Andes^ he afterwards called Faria. 

Columbus now proceeded to another mouth or 
::hannel which he called Bocodella Sierpg, or, the 
Serpent's MoutH, from the danger of the place j 
For anchoring near a rock, the fea ran fb fu- 
rioufly to the northward, that it rcfembled thp 
tocuth of a great river, the dream of which ia- 
crcafmg with an hideous noile, met with another 
current from the gulph of Paria, and fwelled up 
the fea with terrible roarings to the aftonilhment 
and conftcrnation of the Spaniards, who- ex- 
pedled to he ovetwhelmed. However, they 
lufFered no other damage tlian one of the Clips 
dragging her'ancRor. — Thi* danger being pafl, 
Che Admiral failed wellward along the coail of 
Paria^ difcovering feveral good harbours and 
Hvers ; and- going afhorc, faw maxvj m'^xkR^^^ 
ind found pkntimcsj and oiacr ImX^^Jt^^ ^Ql^Jk 
/ the Iflnnds, 
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^ On the 6th o£JugyJt they railed fiv 
farther down, between the coaft and t 
Trimd&d, IV here dropping anchar, tli 
came in a canoe, and being carried tO; 
roiral, were treated with great civilij 
fen ted with toyit and fet on ihore at 
where a number of the hdiams were al 
who no fooner underllood the pacific d;; 
of the Spaniards f than they c^me in thi 
to barter with the fame things that ] 
bought by the Spaniards at the iflandi 
dranl;: a liqaor a^ white as milk, ane 
that was green, made of fruit and maig 
men covered their heads and waiils ^ 
woven cotton of diiFereiit colours ; but 
men here, as well as in the ifle of 
were istirely naked ; but they feefned 
ralp be more civilized and traflabk 
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n apple. The women wore firings of beads 
.bout their arms, ibme of which were very fine 
carlsy thefe they fignified were found in oyfiers 
the wefiward oi Parian and the Admiral hav- 
Qg purchafed fome of thefe for a prcfent to 
heir Catholic Majefiies, fent the boats to make 
iirther inquiry about that valuable commodity ; 
>ut though the failors had no defign to land^ 
wo of the huUan Chiefs civilly conltrained them 
o it» and conducted them to a houfe, where 
hey were kindly entertained with bread, fruit 
)( feveral forts, the white liquor before men- 
ioned, and another of a red colour and good 
afie ; the men all the while keeping together 
t one end of the houfe, and the women at the 
»ther. When they had been thus treated by the 
Jdefty the youngell carried them to another 
loufe, and treated them in the fame manner. 
The failors returned well fatisfied to iheir boats, 
lighly pleafed with the people, who were 
vhiter than any other of the In^ans, and of a 
rery good fiature ; but what appeared to the 
\cUniral as very extraordinary, was, the coun- 
ry appearing cool and delightful, i^twithdand- 
ng its being fo near the equinodtial. 

CoUtmbus fiill continuing his courfe, found 
hat the water grew more and more ihallow, and 
herefore anchoring upon the coaft, he fent the 
inallefi caravel to difcover whether there was an 
»utlet to the weftward among what appeared to 
\& iflands, but (he returned the next day with a 
eport that what Teemed iilands was one con- 
inued continent, fo that ftanding back to the 
aftward, he repafTed tli;^ (uei^Xs ca^<^ <^^ 
Va£ons Mouthy between Pari a ^^^ ^tIrU^^- 
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JJIjufrd, h\xt DOt without grMt difficulty md 
gtT from ihe boirterous ettrrtnts. He imw 
wefVwaixi along tbe t«aft of F^ria^ 7kM 
pa fling by fcvcral fflandit On th^ 3 th ct 
entered ihe hafbour of ^^/ i^omhgff in fflj 
vrherc hia brother had bmK t town wM 
called by that name, in memory of his 
whafe name was Demrmck. 

Ci^lumhus was at this time af moil tjlifi 
watch ing^p and tjoitc exhawftcd wkh fi 
"but be acjw mflul^ed the bope of talK 
fwff^t3 ftf Tepofe, ai^d ciqoymg^ re!t stp^ 
Vjuillity. He was Jiowever gricvoufly 
poirtted ; for he foon found that the whol 
wa.4 in the nim:>lt confLii:oii. The great 
of thofehe had left w^rt ^tzd ; above 16 
inilerably in feded vnth the renereat dlfca: 
a prreat member had rdbdicd. at thtJ ft 
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fyl, that the minds t>f many of the Sparriari^ 
fv«re alienated from the brothers of Ckrtjhplcr 
Columbus, and even made feveral attempts upon 
their lives. RoUan, at length, pulling off the 
fHa&y aflffnbled his men, who amounted to 65:, 
and attempted to feizc the town and fort of the 
Gvffc&ption. ^t this fcheme mifrarried throuj^h 
the vigilance of Bsillefler, the commander, who 
obtaining intelligence of his defign, communi- 
cated it CO the lieutenant, from whom he re- 
ceived a reinforcement. Th^ rebellious be- 
havioar obliged Fartho^ometv to fend orders to 
Roltiati to refign his poll and fubmit to an im- 
partial trial ; bat he disdainftilly refafing to obey 
thefe commfandsj marched with his mutineers 
to IJkhtlU, where he there tried in vain to launch 
a caravel which was upon the flockf, plundered 
the ftorehoufes and magazines, and obliged Ditgo 
CfAffivAvi to retire for proteftion into the fbrt ; 
after which, he fell upon the cattle that grazed 
in the neighbourhood, killed many of them for 
provifions, and to8k all the bcalls of burden to 
ferve his people in their march to the province 
of Xarytgtia, where he chofe to refide, on ac- 
count of its being the mo^pleafiint and plentiful 
part of theifland, and its abounding with beau- 
tiful women. 

Before Roldan fct out for this retreat, he re- 
folved to try his fircngth, and ifpoffible, fur- 
prize the town of Conception, where he intended 
10 nwirdcr the lieurei;ant, and did not doubt but 
he (hould eafily fubdue his men, who were too 
fond of an idle and voluptuous life ; but Don 
Bartholome'm, who was a man of ccyial cocirsL'gi 
gndcJjfcrctiony took fuch mca{\M<:s, >Js^\ \w^^ ^nn« 
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of KU people wDu^d forfakc him, aii 

marchmg out againll Roid&ft^ the latCi 

think fie lo hazard a bactle* RoUut^ 

artful InfiDu^iuonsto the prejudice of( 

Ceiumhvi anid hin brothers, en imaged Gm, 

powerful CsLcique^ in his inierei^, ail 

%diaa lords, who were flattt^red withf 

of ha^ ing their tribute remitted^ enl 

an aifoeiacioii, b/ which it was re foil 

the full moon the natives fhould fti] 

murder the Span^rds^ who for the cc 

of £ fading fubriilencet lived among! 

fmall detached particF. But this p 

mifcarritd through the ignorance of d 

fome of whom bt;iiig miilaken v^ich 

the appearance of the moon, fell upon 

i^ians OE^fore the appomted timr^ and 

fily repulfed i by which means the \ 

was dilcovered, and ihe Spimioj^d^ pat 
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hiat the lieutenant did not dare to puni(h the 
^ty for fear of a general revolt. 

From thefeapprehenfions, he was however in 
ome meafore relieved by the arrival of the two 
hips firft fent, in confequence of the Admiral's 
blicitations ; for thefe bringing a reinforce- 
nent of men and provifions^ with the aHurance 
that the Admiral himfelf would (bon follow, the 
people were encouraged to perfevere in their 
aaty. Thefe two (hips being arrived at St, Do- 
wtmgOy RoUoH marched towards that city, in 
^rder to obtain neceflarics, and if poffible feduce 
Tome of the new comers ; but he was anticipated 
by the adivity of the lieutenant, who reached 
the place befoie he was within fix leagues of it, 
and fo efieduallv guarded the pa£es, that he 
coold not fucceea. Yet as he earneftly wilhed 
to have the Admiral find the iiland in tranquil- 
lity, he fent overtures of accommodation by the 
commander of thefe velTels ; but Roldan fent 
him back with a contemptuous refufal. 

While things were in this fituation, the three 
Ihips which the Admiral had detached from the 
Canary IJlanis arrived, but inftead of entering 
the harbour of 5/. Domingo^ were driven by the 
currents as far wefbvard as the province of Xa- 
raguay where they were viiited by Roldan and 
his followers, who feduced many of the people, 
and prevailed on them to enter into his iervice. 
The captains of thefe three veflels underftand- 
ing that BarthoUmitw Columbus and the Alcade 
were at variance, agreed il^at Catvajal, the 
commander of one of the ihips,- ihould flay ia 
XaraguQf and endeavour to ^tod^cc ^tv -a-wst^v^ 



84 



COLUMBUS't DifcG'vt 



xncdation ; tluLt Jo&ft JntonU Co^^um 
comnianded one of the other v^iTek, 
kini'niun to the Admiral^ Ihould co 
workmen over land to St^ Do/Btnge, 
captain JraMa (hould fail round wkh 
yobn Jnionio Columbus according!)! la 
forty men ; but on the fecond day of I 
all his followers, except fix or f^yen, < 
the rebels, and with thefe he wa& obli 
turn on board, after hishaving in. vain i 
td with Roldauj upon hi;} Ueacheroa 
on this occailon. 

After a trcublefome voyage, in « 
provilions were fpoiled, and. Carwi^ 
greatly damaged, his fhips arrived 
7/:it!go, whither the Admiral wa5 juf 
frc»m the difcovciy of the continent, 
tlkcr had iu for Died him of RaltLiri'^ 
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Admiral 9 with whom he would not treat with* 
out the mediation of Carvajal, whom, he faid, 
lie knew to be a man ofhonoarand difcretion. 

As Carvafal wzs a perfon of confequence, and 
liad (bme prudence, Colu/nhus, though- he had 
reaibn to fufpedl his fidelity, iince he had fup- 
l^ied the rebels with arms while the (hips lay at 
Aaragua, confented to employ him in this ne- 
gotiation. RoIJan, however, refufed to treat 
with him, (entan infolent teeter to the /Admiral, 
and being at length perfuaded to accept of a 
£ife conduct, and to vifit Columbus , made fuch 
extravagant propofals, as he could not embra^ce 
without expofing himfelf to contempt. Columbus 
therefore explained his reafons for rejc^ing 
them, and proclaimed a free pardon to all who 
ihould return to their duty within thii ry days ; a 
copy of which, with new overtures of peace, 
was carried to the rebels by Caruajcl, and aboujt 
the fame time Columbus fent five fhips to Spam^ 
with a particular account of the colony and its 
diiTentions, addrefled to their majcilies. ^ 

After many difputes, it was at length agreed, 
that the Admiral (hould deliver to Roldan^ two 
good fhips well manned and vidualled for trans- 
porting him and his party to Spain : That they 
ihould be paid their falaries and wages to the 
day of their departure, and that fuch of their ef- 
fctXs fhould be rcdored, as had been feized by 
his and the lieutenant's order. Matters being 
thus compromifed, the Admiral gave orders for 
equipping the fhips, but the weather being ex- 
tremely boifterous, fome time elapfed before 
they were ready, and could be brow^Kv. tCk>^^»k 
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r this interval, RoUan 
rcfufed to embark ; bot 
e tlie affair accomnio- 
ondudl in order to treat 
'I he latter being fcn- 
K)rition of his own peo- 
)Ut healing this divifion, 
i with Roldans demand, 
3 caravels to the port of 
ere he had a conference 
n which it was agreed 
llovvcrs Ihould be fent 
bound for Spninx that 
be given inftead of pay 
; that Roldan fhould bs 
j.il a: cade, and that an 
louldbc publiftied. 
i\x being thus adjuiled, 
Jap tain, £t the head of 
rch round the ifland in 
cc the rebellious Indian-t 
njimoilty niieht be Icit 
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I find no prote£Uon at court ; but maft fall 
im to the hatred of Hojedas kinfman, the 
> of Burgosj and Cclumbus^^ inveterate 

le Admiral being informed of thefe pro- 
ngs, ordered KoUan to march againft 
vith 21 men. This order he obeyed, fo 
nly, that Hojeda finding it impolfible to 
s, wen^to meet him, excufed his landing, 
' pretence of his being in want of pro- 
is, and declared that he had no intentions 
fturb the repofe of the ifland, but would 
fail to St. Domingo, and give the Admiral 
count of his voyage. But notwithftanding 

profeilions, he faded to the province of 
gtui, where he feduced many of the people 
Sing them that he and Carvajal had been 
need by their majeilies councellors as 
cs upon the Admiral, and that as he had 
»een fo jufl as to pay them, they fhould go 
r his command and do themfelves jullice by 
. This wild fcheme being oppofed by 

of the ofamardsj who were amazed at 
las prefumption, a tumult enfued, in which 
al perfons were killed and wounded ; but 
m marching a fecond time againft him, he 
d to his fhip. The Alcade perceiving he 
out of his reach, invited him to come 
e. and treat of an accommodation, and 

his refufal offered to go on board, when 
ia fending his boat well manned, RoUartf 

fix or feven of his followers entered it, 
vhen it was lead fufpedted, fell upon HojetUC% 
; made themfelves mailers of the bo2L\.^ «Sk<^ 
ncd with it to land, w\ik\v oVJ^\«,^ Ho^eia 
I2 ^^ 
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m fubinri to a treaty^ and to give fccurit 
he woold depart the iflatid. 

Soern after another commotion was rail 
FerMnand d€ Guc'vara^ who was la difgrad 
the Admiral for being concerned in the lat 
fTcm,and be being txafperated itgamft i?^^ 
i^ot prrfnitfing him to m^iXty the Queen of 
guti\ daughter, (Altered iato a confpiracj 
one Aih'ian dt M^xica^ and having engaged 
people ill his inteneftj refolved to Turprii 
jn under the Altitde- But kddan being ild 
of their proceedings took his meafuresfl 
that he feinted the chief conff irators, an«f 
ordered by the Admiral to piinifh cbem ^ 
img to law, he proceeded to a fair tri 
Confequence of vs^^htch Moxka was hanged^ 
o? the confcdcfatei bamihcdt and others 
pnfon. 
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. and cuftoms of the Spanijh nationi op- 
live and cruel in his difpofition; elated with 
dignity to which he had bcenraifcd, and fo 
Icious and unjull, that he not only withheld 
pay due to the fervants of the government, 
embezzled the riches of the ifland. They 
ighcd with ilill greater bitcernefs again fl his 
her the lieutenant, nor did D/jgi> cfcapc the 
aft virulence of their cenfure. Thelc in- 
ives b.'ine fprerfd abro;id by the fr'cnds of 
'z who had been the diilurbcrs of the peace 
^i/paniolay and encouraged by many pcrfons 
Durt, who envied Colu7nhus% fucccfs and 
tation, fuch a clamour was raifed in Cajiile, 
the king and queen were daily furrounded 
\c fbeets, and even in the palace, by people 
anding juilice againft that proud and tyran- 
\ foreigner, wha had opprefled fo many 
Hans^ and difcovered a mifchievous cou:ury 
; the ruin and grave of the Spanijb ^entry^j 
the favourites at court joining the impbr- 
ies of the people, their Majefties (ent aa 
\&GX general to Hi&amola, with pbwjer to 
ure into the Admiral's conduc>, and. if tc 
[d be found guilty to fer^d him komc, while 
infpe6or was to relhain governor of the 
i in his room. . troJt^/t.Je BovaJi/Ia, a 
ht of the order pf Ca/afiava, but in very 
drcumilances, . was diolen fox this higA 
r, and being fi;rnifhs;cl wl h full powers, 
ed at Si, Domingo in the kttiir end ot Jugufi 
>, while the Admiral was ^t the Conception 
molt of the" people of ccm(e<;\ac?.ce< fc^J^^Aw^^ 
/ri:;- o/"that piovn\ce. 

\ 2 Bo=^jad\U'X 
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SiyvaJiila finding nobody at St, Dttmh 
could be a ch^::k upon his condufl, imni 
took poflblTion of the Admiral's pakcej 
his effects J afl'cmbled all %vho were dlhi 
I he brothers ; declared hitnfelf govern 
patched orders to the Admiral to repa^ 
without delay, and to baclc this fL>niino| 
him the King ind Qucen'^a letter, wh3 
taincd no more than ihzt their Majeil 
fent the bearer to acquaint C&iu/n6ui wi 
pleafurej which he waa direfled to ohi 
this order was figncd both by the KJ 
Queen. '^ 

Cuimihus, immediately on his reteivi 
letter, fet out for S^ D^pgtf^ to wa 
Bo-vadiliu^ who without any legal info 
fent him and his brother Diego on board 
where they were laid in iron a, placed 
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not the Admiral ordered him to fubmic quietly 
to their jnajefties aothority, vetted in the perfoa 
of the new govetnor, who had no (boner laid 
his injunfliohs on Andrew Martin ^ the captain 
of the fhip, to deliver the Admiral in irons to 
the bi(hop de Fonfeca^ by whofe direction he a£l- 
ed, than he began to embezzle the treafure ; 
fquander the king*s revenue amongft his crea- 
tures; opprefs and plunder the Indians ; coun- 
tenance die greateft profligacy, and deftroy all 
the prudent regulations ellabiifhed by the Ad- 
miral. 

Andrew Martin was no fooner out at fea, 
then being afhamed of feeing the brave Columhas, 
in this diigraceful fituation, would have knocked 
off his irons ; but he refolved to wear them dur- 
ing his whole paffage, and to keep them ever 
after as a memorial of the reward he had ob- 
tained for his fervices, and indeed thefe fetters 
he always preferved in his own chamber, and, at 
his requeli, they were at length buried in the 
fame cofiin with his body. 

On the 20th of Ntwemker 1 500, he wrote to 
their Catholic Majellies to acquaint them with his 
arrival at Cadiz. Upon which they gave im- 
jnedratc orders for his being releafed ; fent him 
very gracious letters, in which they exprefled 
thtirforrow for his fufferings, and invited him 
to courts promifing that he fhould foon be fent 
again, and fully reSored to his honours. 

On his arrival at Granada^ the King and 
Queen gave him a favourable reception, and let 
him know that they were offended at the author 
of his imprilbumcnt, who had a^X^d X.W^ >^\"Occ- 



the faroe time a new G< 
was appointed, in order to 
grievances, and oblige Bo^ 
he had unjuiUy feized. ''. 
granted to Nicholas de Ohc 
laws, a man of abilities, 
revengeful, who afterwards 
barity apon the natives and 
It was at the fame time 
Admiral upon fome voya^ 
his advantage, and keep 
Ohando could fettle the ai 
but there being fome dela) 
this dcfign* and the Admi 
iive of future difgrace, frc 
efforts of his enemies at cc 
cxcufed f om embarking 
their Majeftics to defend hir 
1 his procured him a ver; 
and foon aftpr the mod adv 
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CHAP. IV. 

'effttnj amtmning the Difcc^jeries made hy 
Spaniards, 'whlU Columbus was engaged 
f third Voyage, 

FORE we proceed to Columbus's next 
yage,it is proper that we fhould give fume 
t of the difcoverics, whether real or pre- 
» that were made before he again fet fail 
\erica, Alon%o Hojeda^ who has been al- 
mentioncd in the courfe of this voyagc» 
lericus Vefpucim, obisuned from the Biihop 
'losy the draughts and plan, which, by 
lajefties order, Columbtu had depofitod iq 
nds of that Prelate, who, out of hatred 

great commander, and to rob him, if 
;, of his credit and reputation, gave theni 
thout the knowledge of tlie ICing and 
The licences he gave thcfe gentlemen 
Ifo dandeitine. They fet fail from Cadix 
20th of May^ 1499. and fleered diredlly 
:h of the continent, purfuant to the Ad- 
'fcheme, which before this time he had 
f carried into execution. This was the 
)yage made by Amerkus Ve/pucius^ and 
! he now only touched at that part of 
ntinent which had bejn vifited oy the 
al, yet he impudently pretended to diC- 
t; and by confounLir^jr this with a voyr 
afterwards made into thofe parts, drcfs'd 
laufible (lory, and being an excellent geo- 
rand draftiman, \riA\^o^cd \r^Ck^ \!!wi\jj^-a^.- 

of Europe, In tdiny \ss^^\^ > >2^^ '^'^'^ 



:.j ■ 




It was no fooner know 

and Jmericus Veffudu$ ha< 

licences, than others refolvc 

fame intereft, in order tc 

the riches of the Ntw Wc 

was formed by fome of the 

the principal of whom wi 

of ralos^ who was with t 

difcovercdP«r/Vi, and Chrlfit^ 

Nino having obtained th 

on condition of his not c 

or landing within 50 leagi 

covered by Columhusy fet 

and Vefpucius ; difcovered lai 

province of Paria a few dj 

finding the Indians behav< 

trary to his inftrudlions, 1 

wood, and then continui 

to what Columbus had cal 

formed by the liland of 
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Coro, near the province now called Venezuela^ 
o leagues below ?aria and the Dragon* S' 
mth ; and anchored in a bay where they 
re well received by 50 men, who came from 
)1ace at a league's diftance, and ycrf earneftly 
ffled them to anchor at their town : upon 
lich the Spaniards gave them fome toys, and 
: Indians taking o^ all the pearls they had 
>ut their necks and arms, in the fpace of an 
ar gave them as many as weighed fifteen 
nces. 

The next day the Spaniards came to an an « 
3r before a town called Curiana^ where the 
Uans made figns to them to come on fhore ; 
t being no more than 33 men, they durft 
t venture, and therefore by their figns in« 
cd the Indians to come on board, which 
•y did in their canoes, carrying pearls which 
•y freely exchanged for toys : by which the 
aniards being convinced of their fincerity, 
ided, and flayed twenty days on (hore, during 
lich thvy were courtcoufly entertained with 
nifon, rabbits, geefe, ducks, parrots, fifh, 
d bread made of Maize, They perceived 
at the natives kept markets or fairs; that 
zy had earth '^n jars, diflies, and other veflels 

fevcral fliapes, and that in their pearl neck- 
res they had frogs and other creatures made 

gold. They asked by figns where that metal 
is gathered, and were anfwered in the fame 
anncr, that it was got fix days journey from 
-pee, at a placj callvd Curiana Cauchcito. 




i-eanng this pJa< 

naked men came art 
*°°f/=o/e their fendi, 

and other things, CO 

the Iv-''"^ *« '■'" 

an J /"It ""^ '". 
anJ ocedles, which tf 

their feet, ^hen they 
Jem The I„,f,-^;i 

«4they had made vl; 
wi«i the Sf„„i„,j 

'^coo ounces of nea^ 

very beautiful aniS 
«;^aj iaflenuts; b„T 

tt:/.^'V"g Voiron.' 

f^^^fM^^-'fi^d with the 
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frauded the King of his d\ity, which was 
th part. V 

; great rioies which the adventurers gain- 
this voyage, promoted the fpirit of difco- 
more efpecially among fuch as knew 
opofals made by Columbus , or had ferved 

him in his two firft voyages. Of theP: 
was fo capable of profecuting ihem as 
t Tanez Pinzon^ of whom we have already 
1. He had a liberal education, great cou- 
and a large fortune; he therefore fitted 

his own expence, a fquadron of four ftout 

with which he failed to the Cape de Vtrd 
, where he took in refrefhments, and 
I from ^/. Jago^ about the yeai; 150c,, 
anding to the South and then to the 

and was the firft fubjed of the crown 
^ile and Leon that crofTed the equinodial. 

he had hardly pafs*d the line, when he 
ich a dreadful Ito/m, in which all on board 
:ed to periQi : However, having run 240 
!s farther to the Weftward, they on the 
)f February difcovered land at a great dif- 

which Yaiu:^ called Cabo de Conjolation^ 
e Comfort y^ and founding, had 1 4 fathoms 
Captain Pinzon going on fhore, took 
ion of (he country in the na^ve of their 
lie MajelHcs, and endeavoured to the ut- 
of his }X)vver, though without cfFedl, to 
; the people to trade with him j for the 
s being inflexible, and having no good 

• It is now ca'lcd Capt St, AuguJUne, 



wnnng ,„. a„d a vaft cp 

pouring down from the j" 
M« mouth of this riW, I. 

was forced from her anchor, 

P'ece, went a/hore in the I 
thought, of murdering all ^; 
to prevent their caUiX*: 
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Janus de Lepe, a native of PaloSy having 
heard of the expedition undertaken by Pinzon, 
applied himfelf to the Earl of Miranda his 
patron, and promifing to perform wonders in 
cafe he would enable him to make the fame 
voyage, his requefl was complied with, and he 
a&u^y arrived at the mouth of the river 
lidaranony foon after Pimcon had left it ; but the 
people being provoked at his feizing 36 men, 
and carrying them on board, vigoroufly attack- 
ed the Spaniards and killed feveral of them, 
which obliged him to profecute his voyaee to 
Paria, where he alfo quarrelled with the inha- 
bitants, and returned without making the lead 
advantage of this expedition, except taking a 
few hdiatt prifoners. 

It is' here proper to obferve, that Emanuel 
King of Portugal, fending a coniiderable fleet 
to the EaJl'Indies ♦ under the conmiand of Peter 
Jhargz Cabral in the year i coo, that Admiral 
faling to the S. W. to avoia the calms on the 
coaft of Guinea^ was {q happy as to difcover 
Brazil, one of the richeft provinces in South 
America by mere accident, f But it is now ne« 
ceflary to return to the difcoveries made by the 
great Co/umhus, 

* The coaft of India had been difcovered by yafjo de 
Camaf in 1498, while Columbus was engaged in his third 
voyage to the Weft-Indies See de Gamas voyage. 

•f See CabraPt voyage to the Eafi-Indies, Chap. i. 
and the fettlement of Braau'J by the Pertuiuexe, Chap. 1. 

K 2 CHAP. 



«nd this hurricane wa 

werefaved. While a 

'fland which he had d; 
rhe dominions of j>«v, 
the land. But the ne 
"eafing, three of G./«- 
o^ttofcawhenthe^: 

had flie not Been prefer 

J"« ofW'brotheK 
lowed to be the ffloft 
tune. The /hip, beine 
concluded that the o.h«?. 
ft'*?y»eta«i„i„*3,. 
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were 4000 pefos of eold belonging to the Ad- 
miraly while three others that refilled the fury 
of the waves were forced in a fhattered condi- 
tion back to St. Domingo, 

Columhusy while in the port of Jzua^ gave (is 
men ibme refreihment after the llorm, and allow- 
ed them to divert themfelves with fifhine, in 
which they had good fuccefs, and amongft the 
reft of the fi(h they caught here, was one called 
the Saavina, which is as big as an ordinary 
church bell, and lying afleep above water, was 
flruck with an harping iron by the crew in one 
of the boats. One end of this iron being fatten- 
ed to a Ions: f op^9 ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^o ^^ Wi9LX, the 
fifh drew the boat after it as fwifc as the flight of 
an arrow, while thofe who were on board the 
ihip, feeing the boat fkim about, and not know- 
ing the reafon, were greatly aftoniihed^ till at 
laft the fiili finking, it was drawn to the (hip*s 
fide and hauled up by the tackle. They alfo 
caught in the fame bay the manatee, or fea-cow, 
an amphibious animal, whofe flefh was compared 
by the people on board to that of veal. 

Columbus having here repaired the damage 
his (hips had (udained by the ilorm, failed in or- 
der CO make difcoveries on the continent, and 
reached the illands of Guanaia, near the province 
now called Hondurasy where BarthoIomi*w Coium- 
bus going aihore with two boats, they faw a 
great number of pine trees and pieces of lapis 
calaminaris, which being mixt with copper, fome 
of the feamen miftook fur gold. 

While the * Admiral's brother was at this 
ifland.. and was very defitous o^ VLT^Qmwj^^Vsx 
itcont^cd, he obCcrvcd a^f^pto^sKvcv*^^^^^^^ 



10 1. COIUMBUS*^ Df/ci-jtry 

a canoe Tti^itfe of one tree, as Jong as t g^lefi 
it was eight ftet vvid^, and Jiad afiiutiitig rf 
palm leaves In the middle, )n6t nnlike th(5k of 
tife Veni^iiun gondolas i uni3er this cover the v^a- 
insn, childrcj^, and all the good^ livtre fhdt^ 
fi'om the weaclier, and though there v.' ere aj 
n>en on board the canoej they had not the cM- 
rage to defend themfelves again ft the boat A » btft 
tiing purfjed, wtre taken wkliotjt on^cjfltloif. 
The Admiral, rs^joiced at his having obtaiBfil 
an opportunity o^ d;fcoTcnTig the tommodioei 
of the continent, without ex^ofing his mtn to 
danger, and having given orders for exaflt^fiiiifc 
the ca; *>Q, there were found qutlts, afid a kiiiS 
of flitrt^ without fle(?\*e5 made of cotron Ctiriouf' 
ly wrought, and dyed of fcveral a^loUrs ; fatoft 
fniaji dot>>s of the fame fort, to be worn about 

tKp tw^\AA\a^ iixtil^ T'ti^ryi* (Vi^^ra \wi firfili^k i\\h itffi* 
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try modcfty, and feetned to have fome fenfe 
lecorum, with which the Admiral was To 
led that he ordered them to be well ufed ; 
5 them European commod\6es incxch^ncTe for 

1 of their goo.ls as he thought proper to re- 
, and then reftoring their canoe, ful-'crcd 
n to depart. He however kept an old man, 
i Teemed both the wifell, and chief man of 
company, in order to learn fomething of the 
atry, and to draw others to converfe with the 
idians, which he faithfully did, as long as 
f failed where his language was underilood^ 

when he could be no longer ferviceable, 
difmis'd with a prefent, and fent home high- 
>leafcd. 

"hongh the Admiral was told by this Imdiati 
he great wealth, politenefs, and ingenuity 
he people weflward toward Mexico, yet know- 
that as that country lay to leeward, he could 
thither from Cuha whenever he thought fit, 
rcfolved at prefent to pcrfifl: in his defign of 
overing a ftrait in the continent through 
ch he cxperted to find the Raft -Indies ^ and in 
icular the courtry that produced fpices. He 
)rdinyly faled towdrds Oaritn^ where he 
told that he n.ould find this llrait: but 
Indians meant an ifchmus or neck of land, 
ch he miilook for a paTagc extend. ng from 
to fca. In quell of this (trait he failed to- 
ds a point on the continent, to which he 

2 the name o^ Lafinas, from his finding there 
It plenty of trees bearing a fruit f^ calved 
the natives of Hifpamola\ and near this cape 

people who wore pawted \>r?\c& ot '^va^ 
e of cotton, fo thick Mid ^wv% ''^'^ '^ 



paliied through them, from which circ 
the Admiral denominated thatcoafl^/t 
or of the Ears, 

On the 14th of Augufi in the moniin| 
lomewQ Columbus went aihore upon this 
hear mafs, with the colours flying, an( 
ed by the captains and many of the mei 
few days after, he again landed to take ] 
of the country for their Catholic A 
when above 100 JWi«»i loaded with pi 
?j'l\ j ran cowards the ihore, but on the app 

^ 1 ■ ' the boats fuddenly retired without ipi 

word. The lieutenant perceiving their 
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:toth round their waifts, but thofe of diflin6)ion 
Kvore red and white cotton cloths about their 
beads; and fome had a (hort jacket without 
Reeves, that reached to the waift. Their arms 
and bodies were ornamented with different 
figures wrought into the fkln by]pricidng it, and on 
fedival davs they painted their faces of various 
colours^ which made them look extremely ter- 
rible. They Teemed to have no religion, and 
every nation fpoke a particular language of 
dieir own. 

From cape Ca/tnas^ the Admiral was 70 days 
in (ailing fixty leagues to the eallward, the wind 
and current being contrary all the time. But 
as there was good riding along the coaH, he 
tacked to ancT fro, and every ni^ht dropped 
anchor under the land ; but at length he reached 
a cape to which he gave the name of Gracias a 
Dips, or Thanks to God ; becaufe from that place, 
the land turning off to the fouth, enabled him 
to profecute his voyage with a trade wind. How- 
ever a little beyond this head land he pafTed 
fome dangerous fands, which for a confiderable 
way ran out to fea. 

On the 1 6th of September, being in want of 
wood and water, Columbus fent the boats into a 
river, that feemed to have a deep and good en- 
trance ; but on their return, the wind blowing 
from the fea, and the waves running high againft 
the current of the river, one of the boats, with 
all her men, was loft, whence the Admiral ca'led 
this Rio de la Difgracia^ or the River of Dif- 
after. Still running to the foothward, they^ Qti 
ih^ 2^th, anchored near a^ixx\t v^^tAca^^^"^;^- 
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rrviri, and a tQ^yn on tbe corvttncnt yarned C^ 
jiri, which is fi tuated near a great rivpr, CO ^ 
bants of wKich a imtltiudeol people t€ fort o 
fcrtjC with bows and arrows, otfiers with fei^ 
of a wocdj £1^ black as \tiy as hard as iron, 
aud poifted with iSh bones ; while others c^mf 
with duU, They feemcd to have afTemVed Wtk 
the intention of dpfendiDg their country Um 
in V ail on ; but obfLTving 5he padftc dlfpofition of 
the Spaniiwdj^ were very d^firous of bartering, 
their cam modi ties with them, Vihich coniut^^dcf 
arm J, cot on jackets, and pieciM of pale goM, 
which Ehey wore aboat their necks. W ith tiaefc 
things they fwam to their boats ^ for the SpaniarS 
d:d not go nlhorc that day or the next; nor 
W5u}d the Admiral allow his people to take tbeir 
goods iu cxdiange ; but prefented ^^ m with 
i c V e ral bau bles* Ve t the lets the Bp^iniards fec^r 
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ch fatisfadiion by the old man, and 50 of the 
ivcs. 

Bartholomew Columhus going afliore the next 
r, in order to learn fomething of the country, 
3 of the chief men came to the boat, and tak- 
; him by the arms made him fit down between 
!m. In this (ituation he began to interrogate 
:itt by figns, and ordered his fecretary to write 
vn what were fuppofed to be their anfwersj 
t they no fboner law the pen, ink and paper, 
jn they were in fuch confternation, that molb 
them ran away, imagining perhaps that thefe 
re implements of forcery ; for they had pcr- 
-med fome ceremonies of exorcifm before they 
proached the Spaniards, fcattefin^ a powder in 
e air, and burning fome of the Tame powder, 
d endeavoured to make the fmoke fly towards 
; Chriftians. * 

A few days after, the Admiral defired his bro-** 
er to go aihore, with feveral men to view the 
(vn, and obtain fome knowledge of the coun- 
r. The moft remarkable things he obferved, * 
•re feveral tombs in a great wooden ftru^ure 
vered with canes, in one of which was a dead 
idy embalmed ; in another, two bodies wrapt 
» in cotton iheets, but without any ill fcent, 
id over each tomb was a board, upon which 
as carved the figures of beafb, and on fome of 
em the effigies of the deceafed, adorned with 
ates of gold about their necks, and other or- 
iments. 

Thefe b^ng the moft civilized Indians in thofe 
irts, the Admiral ordered fome of them to be 
keu/ out of whom he cYvofc vwoHiVkft^^s^R.^^^ 
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be tHe moft intelligent f the reft were 
with fome prcfents and great civility 
deavoui'S were ufed to make them fe 
their companionf were detained for no 
Ton, but to fervc as guides upon that 
that in a little time thi^y would be itt 
but the iimtLVes believing they wen 
through avnrice, a number of tbem c^ 
the fhore the next day, and fcnt four ; 
boiurd to treat for their ranfom, with a 
two wild hogs which were very fmalU 
cauied thefe deputies to he entertl 
gTcit civility, and though he would 
their requeft, he fcnt them away wd 
and amply paid for the hogs ; one of 
hunted on the deck by d kind of wi 
greyifh colour, that had been caug 
woods by one of the failora, after I 
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Kind many fmall iflands, with channels between 
lem, through fome of which the ihips failed as 
: were in lanes, the trees on each fide bmihing 
gainft the ihrouds. As ibon as they anchored 
n thrs bay, the boats were fenc to one of the 
lands, where there were 20 canoes on the (hore, 
he people lying near them quite naked, having 
»nly a gold plate about their necks. They ex- 
trefTed no figns of fear, but for three bells 
rave a gold plate that weighed ten ducats, and 
aid there was great plenty of that metal at a 
mall diflance from the. fhore in the continent. 

The next day the boats were fent on ihore up- 
>n the continent, and in their way met with two 
anoes full of people, who refuiine to barter 
heir gold plates, two of the chief perfons a- 
Bongft them were takeui in order that the Ad* 
niral might obtain fome intelligence from them 
9v means of the Cariari interpreters. The gold 
plate worn by one of thefe men weighed 1 4 du' 
stCSy and the other^s 22, and the& confirmed 
vhat the iflanders had iaid of the gold, which 
WB» to be found at the diftance of two days jour- 
ley up in the country. In this bay they, took 
g;reat numbers of fi(h» and on (hore they fbond 
I large quantity of freih provifione, and alfo 
p-cat plenty of roots and fruit. The men were 
painted all over of feveral colours, as red, black 
ind white, and had no other covering befides a 
narrow cotton cloth which htmg round the waift* 

From this bay the Admiral tailed into another 
irery near it, and on the 17th pnrTued his voy- 
age twelve leagues farther to the river Guaiga ; 
when ordering out the boat* to ^ ^SMstt> '^^ 
in«n were funoufly aflk«\t«^ W iSaw^ \ciR^ W 



exchanged fixteen gold plate 
catcs, for a few bells and oth 
ever, notwithdandin^ this ft 
the next day the natives lay 
boats ; but perceiving that n( 
ture to land, without knowi: 
they were in, they ruihed int< 
fore, and even threatened to t 
provided the boats that lay u] 
not return to their fhips. 
length, exafperated at this 
wounded one of them with 
the fame time the Admiral 
guns, fo terrified them, that 
cipication : when four men Ian 
by iigns to return, on which 
Arms, they came back, and v( 
Uian|;ed their gold plates. 

The Admiral then proceed 
and cadin? anchor in the moat 
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, another appeared with three men, Who 
i in the fame manner, and amity being 
ablifhed, the Spaniards went afhore, where 
und a great number of Indians with their 
who only diflfered from the reft in being 
I with a large leaf of a tree, becaafe it 
incd very hard. This pHnce^ to fet his 
; an example, exchanged' hit piste, and 
n barter for theirs ; which- they inftantly 
d the Spaniards received nineteen plates 
gold. Here they faw an old wall« which 
to be built of flone and lime ; and this 
he fir ft part of the Indies where Calumhus 
covered iigns of a folid and regular ftrnc- 
e brought away a piece df it, as a me- 
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dmiral now failing with a frefh gale to 
(ward, held on his courfe to ^e towns of 
rade, among which was Firagua^ where 
ans faid the gold was gathered, and the 
lade, which they wore about their necks» 
titinuing his voyage, he arrived at an, 
•, to which he gave the name of Porto 
)r Beautiful Port^ from its being very 
5, and encojnpafTed by a fine and popu- 
antry. He entered this harbour on the 
of Nonjember^ paffing between two fmall 
within which the fhips lay clofe to the 
where he was obliged by the rain and 
ather, to continue feven' days, during 
le was conftantly vifited by the people 
58, who came from the adjacent country 
er fine fpun cotton and provifions for 
3int9^ a^d other ui^ei. 
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in parfuit of a canoe, the /ff^i^ 
ed that they threw themfelve 
fwam away, notwithftanding 
of the SpumarJs to take fo 
when a boat approached any c 
dived like a dack> and came 
of a bow fl^ot. 

Columbus ftaid here refittir 
23d cf Ikvemhtr^ when he< 
caftwardy trading with the 
for provifionsy and fuch pie 
at their ears and nofes. On 1 
a fmall port, which he name 
its being aHe to conuin no 
fix (hips, and its being only 
at the moutk. On both i 
peared above water, but th 
them was fo deep, as no 
though if the ihips inclined 
vn#>n mio-ht lea.D on ihore. 




>«;becaufeaIl,hofefn, 
fnth corn. Here a boat , 

ed^.tAey threw ihe.S 
2u2ti^*"* to uke 
<rfabowftot '""'^'' 

««ward, trading with j^ 

«. being ahle to contain n, 
fixflups,andi„bei„^;^"' 
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ing they would drag him to the water to 
him, but were fearful and rinaoiaus w^ 
tacked, , i 

The fliTps had been time days confii 
by bad weather, whzn Cf/um&Hf perceivl 
violertt windi from the Eaft and No 
continued to How without ceaTitig, and 
was impoffible to trade any longer wid 
habitant* cif tbb coaft, refolved to re 
o dcr to obtain latis^ftinn about whai 
heard of the mines of Fcr^Uft, and t 
on the Jth of Dictmttr failed batk 1 
B'fih; bat the next day while he heli 
courfe, the wind ihifted to the Weft ; 
not thinking this ti fettled gale, he boi 
gainft it for fome day^, during which i 
ther was fo extremely linruly and unfett 
the fatlors cculd (c^xzt j^and upon de£ 
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caft anchor, and had afterwards been driven to 
fea with the lofs of her anchor and boat. 

The men were now not only quite fpent w'th 
cold, hunger, and fatigue, but the ihips almolt 
ihattered to pieces by the temped, when they 
were relieved by a calm which lafted two diys, 
during which they were furroundad by a prodi- 
gious number of fharks, that would bite at the 
hook, though baited only with a red rag. Thcfs 
had a dreadful appearance to the fupcrilitious 
failors, who imagined that as the ravens are (aid 
to fmell out dead bodies at a great diilance, io 
thefe ravenous fifh were an omen of their 
deftrudtion, and were ready to devour them, 
as foon as the fhip fhould fall to pieces. Many 
of thefe fifli were caught, and from the belly of 
one of them was taken an in tire turtle, and 
from another the whole head of a fhark, which 
the failors had cauzht and thrown into the fea \ 
h that the individuals of this fpecies feem to 
prey upon each other. The failors, however, 
notwithdanding their apprehenfions, and this 
iifh being allowed to make a ytry indifferent 
meal, eat them with great eagprnefs ; for they 
had been now eight months at fea, and had 
cobfumed all their provinons except their bif- 
cuit, part of which was fo full of maggots, that 
many delayed cutting of it till it was dark, to 
avoid feeing What they were obliged to fwal- 
low. 

On the 17th oi December the Admiral entered 
into a large harbour, where he pcnnittcd his 
men to repofe themfelves for three days ; dur« 
ing which, going a(l\ore, tkt^ fovitiii >Sk^\. ^^ 
inhabitants lived in huU WVt \iw«x ^^ ^»^^ ^ 
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BcUm or Bctblem ; from his arriving 
feall cf the Epiphavy, To the 
4 this river was that of Veragua^ tl 

which wa« ihallow ; however the bi 
\ it to the town, where thev were ir 

they fliould find the gold minei o 
often mentioned. 1 he Indians at i 
on their guard, in order to oppofe 
of the Spaniards ; but an Indian ir 
ing afhore, and reprefenting them 
able liehty the natives were pacii 
changed with them twenty gold 

{hollow pieces of the fame metal 1 
- reeds, and fome grains of gold th 

f been melted ; but to inhance thei 

I pretended they were gathered upon < 

J tains at a great didance. 

On the 9th the Admiral's (hip, 
one of the others, failed up the 
whi*n the Indians foon came to b 
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^i^t'g, who hearing of the lieutentnt's defign, 
:aine in his canoe to meet him, and having re- 
reived each other in a friendly manner, difcour- 
ed by means of their interpreter for a long time 
logether. The next day the fame Prince viiited 
:he Admiral; made him fome prefents, and 
ifter a converfadon which lafted ta hoar, dur- 
ing which his people exchanged feme gold for 
bells, retired well pleafed with his reception. 

They had lived five davs in this friendly man* 
ner, when the river foddenly fwelled to fuch a 
furprizing height, and ro(hed down with fach 
impetuofity, that the Admiral's fhip parted her 
cable, and running foul of the (hip Galegmy 
brought the foremaft by the board, and both 
the vefTels were in danger of perifliine. This 
fudden fwell of the river was fappoied to pro- 
ceed from a violent fhowcr that had falleii 
upon the mountains of VtrmffMy which the Ad- 
miral named ^/, Cbnftotber^i^ fnm. their topa 
reaching above the clouds, On the 6th of Fi- 
hruMfy uie ihips being caalked and refitted, the 
Admiral fent his brother with 68 men in boats 
fo the river Viragua^ the month of which was 
at a league*! diftanoe from that of Btkm ; when 
rowing up^ they arrived at die Caciqiie's town, 
where they flaid a whole day, eiiqnirmg the way 
to the mines. In coniequenoe of the intelligence 
they received, they, 4jie next day, travelled 
{bur leagaes and a lialf» and came to a river 
^hich on accoant of i^ windings, they palled forty 
foar times $ the day following they arrived at 
^e place to which tJiey were direftod, «3ul\^v«^ 
)f^\xxs tiiiic ^very maa\kad ^\«?c«^ ^^^^ 't^^ 
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returned well pl^afed to the fhi] 
they afterwards learned, the place t 
mines from whi^h they had pickec 
thofe of Veraguay which lay mach 
of Vrira, a town belonging to a 
with the Cacique ^uibio, who ha 
reaed the Spaniards to his cncm 
ftiad of his own. 

On the 1 4th of February the i 
thcr went into the country with 
lowed by a boat with 14. and n 
river of Vrira, feven leagues \ 
The next day he was met by th^ 
tended by 20 men, who made t 
of provifions and fome gold pi 
this intcrcourfe the Indians cht^J' 
and foroetimea added to it a io 
Having refted awhile in this p 
niards and Indians went togethei 
whence abundance of people can 
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gold, and that there were there many me 
ned like the Spainards. 

The next day Don Bartholome^iv marched with 
men towards Zobabruy after his having order- 
the reft to return by land to the (hips. He 
re faw the ground for above fix leagues cover- 
with maize, and cultivated like the corn 
Ids of Europe, He was at Zobabra kindly en- 
tained by the natives, as he was alfo at a- 
ther town called Cateba, at both which places 
porchafed fome gold plates: but having now 
/anced aconfiderable way from the fhips, with- 
t difcovering any harbour along the coafl or 
cr, larger than that of Belem^ where he might 
iventendy fettle a colony, he returned with a 
3d quantity of gold to the place fi-om which 
had taken his departure, and where it was 
V aoreed to make a fettlement under his com* 

id. 

*roper difpofitions being made, the failon 

m to build houfes of timber about a cannon 

from the mouth of the river Belemt which 

covered with the palm tree leaves that 

along the fhore, and a large building was 

reded to ferve as a flone houfe and maga- 

in which feveral pieces of cannon with 

T> provifions, and other necelTaries, 

odged for the fupport of the planters ; 

a quantity of wine, oil, vinegar, checfc 

in was depofited oh bo«tl the (hip GalU- 

t was to be left with the lieutenant, with 

» nets, hooks and other fiihing tackle for 

>f the colony. Indeed v.\vefc ottviW \ns2R. 

eing of figual icxvvce'\u «i.^ovMar^ ^"^ 



voyage was eiFcauaUy prcv 

water t» carry the (hips out o 

a terrible furf that beat upon tl 

ned immediate deftrudion 

(hould approach it 2 to ren 

fiances the more unfortunati 

alone could fwell the river, 

toms of the (hips were fo wc 

refemblcd honey-combs, an( 

vexation, one of their inter] 

^bio intended to fct (ire 

Spaniariis, who, contrary to 

to that of his people, had 1 

(lis dominions. 

Upon this occafiott the 
meainres with his brother foi 
with his principal men, in < 
to Sfaitt, as hoftages for th( 
tiis Ittbjeds : an expedient, 
litic, was not at all agreeal 
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but notwithftanding this requel^, the 
int refolved to proceed with only five 
ordering the reft to follow two and two at 
liftance, and when they fhould hear a 

fired, to befet the houfes, and let na 
(cape. On his approaching ^bio\ red- 
he was met by another melTenger, who 
]ed him not to enter the houfe, and told 
\at the Cacique himfelf would come out, 
. he was wounded by an arrow, ^ibio^ 
coming to the door agreeably to his pro- 
was immediately feized by the lieutenant^ 
I musket being fired, the houfe was fooH 
ided by the reft of the Sptmiards^ and 
30 perfons made prifoners, without the 
ppolition, amongft whom were the wives 
kildren of the Cacique, with ibme of his 
)al fubje^, who offered to ranfom them- 
with a large quantity of gold that was 
led in an s^joinine wood. But the lieu- 
, difregarding thele offi^rs, ordered them 
>e bound and carried on board, before the 
y.ih6uld take the alarm ; intending him- 
^y with the mateft part of the men, to 

fome of ^mbio's kindred and fubje£is, 

Ke had not yet been able to uke ; he 
)re delivered the prifoners to Juan Sanchex 
Uxf an able Pilot, who with great confi- 
and alaaity, undertook to carry them on 
to die Admiral. The Pilot embarked with 
in the boat, when ^hio complaining that 
nds were too hard bound, Sanchez move4 
mpaffion loofed them, but kept the rope 
vhtch he was tyed in VkU ovttkYoccA.^ *v^ 
le now Bnding, his Ikaxida %x Vfe«tvj% v«i^ 
M z 
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with confufion, it was impuuiM*^ 
how he got oil fhorc. 

The lieutenant perceiving tha 
impoflible to overtake the fugiti^ 
next day returned with his mei 
and prefentcd the plunder of 1 
which was worth 300 ducats in ] 
his brother, who, after dedud^in; 
for their Catholic Majefiies, divid 
der among thofi; who were emplc 
pedition. 

Soon after this the rains fell 
coming down, opened the moatl 
upon which the Admiral failed 
ihips, leaving one for the fervice 
He however came to an anchoi 
dii!ance, in order to wait for fai 
in the mean time fent back the b 

^bio feeing that the three fh 

and being grieved and provoked 

^ -v:MrAn. and alfo 
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wonniJed, before the Sfaniards wpre able to put 
them(Hv«s in a poflure of defence. Don Bar^ 
fbolome'w however being a man of great courage 
and refblution, fallied out Upon the enemy with 
fcyen or eight of his men, and notwithftanding the 
Indians feveral times rallied, drove them into the 
wood ; but though the Indians would not en- 
gageli^d to hand, after they had felt the edge 
of the European fwords, and the teeth of a 
dog, by which they were furioufly attacked, 
they continued to throw theirjavelins at a dif- 
tance tiil they were driven from their covert, 
and obliged to fly, after they had killed one 
Spaniard^ and wounded feven others, amongtl 
whom was the lieutenant.^ 

Captain James Friftan^ whom the Admiral 
had fe'nt sihore with the boat, and who appear- 
ed jaft as die Indians were obliged to retire into 
the wood, flood an idle fpedator during the en- 
gagement, without fufFering any of his men to 
land, and the batde being over, rowed a full 
leagne up the river to take in frefh water, at a 
place quite covered with wood : When the /«► 
dians fallying from the grove in their canoe?, at- 
tacked him with a (bower of javelins, and though 
the Captain fullained their onfet with great gal- 
lantry,- both he and the whole boats crew were 
fbon flain, one perfbn only happening to^ fall 
over board in the midft of the fray dived to the 
bottom, reached the fhore, and pafTed through 
the wood to the colony, where he gave an ac- 
count of the difaftcr. 

The colony was {o terrified at thl* tvtwt^iW. 
tlfwy vfoxM immedmtc\y Vvvj^ ^^tAswv^ ^^ofc 

M 5 fe\SiR.XSNR^. 



long boat, and wa 

rate of the Captain 

tnc mortification to d 

Ac river, covered wi 

on by a number of c 

«=Wly fpeaacic fprc 

nongft his peopfe, 

wJiole colony had p 

/^\ms elated at the , 

x'ctiimed to the attacli 

^ty carried on day 

«ifion, fo that every 

• iacrificc to their rdi 

f*o^ to an open ifa 

*jrrjoido of casks anc 

« th«r cannon in fw 

g'ett havock amoneH 

terrified at tknCf^ iir^c 
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bulged themfelves, by which means they had 
DO hoftages, by whom they might make a 
peace wiu Siuihio 

As the weather Aill continued boifterous, and 
the SfoMMrds on board grew extremely iropa- 
t-ent to learn the fate of ueir companions^ one 
of the (ailors offered to fwim aihore, provided 
he might be carried in the boat to the place 
where the forf began to run high. This pro- 
pofal» which was gladly embraced by the Ad- 
miral, was (bon put in execution, and the 
failor having obtained fufficicnt intelligence 
from the cofony,^ fwam off again, and gave a 
circamilantial account of all that happened, and 
of the particulars of the divifions and difientions 
which had now arifen amongft the men, who 
paid no regard to Don Bartholomews authority, 
ind were unanimous in nothing but their reio- 
hitioQ to leave the place. They defired to be 
immediately taken on board, and refolved, if that 
was reftifed them, to put to fea in their own 
rotten veflel, fince they had rather truft to the 
mercy of the waves, than continue expofed to 
the refentment of the favages. Upon this, Cb- 
Lmbus agreed to fend for them, and the weather 
becoming favourable, they left the country tak- 
ing with them all their goods and effedis in the 
boat, and fome canoes, which they laihed to- 
gether, leaving nothing behind them, but the 
bulk of the fhip, which was unfit for fervice. 

The company being thus to their mutuul joy, 
rei^embled, the Admiral failed to the ealt- 
w:ird, as far as Porto Bella where he was oblig- 
ed to leave one of his ihips, which was To leaky 
^nd v.orm-eatcn, that (he could not, proceed. 



Gardetts^ text'trag^'ifs to tiiC'iOiR] 
^hidi'dme'tlie (hips were ioMcl 
i»ci ii^ete hiirrdred'by^ttfking^ 
KHiy it! iincy*JHn icafcny.icuy^ 
^'%ere-Mn!tt!t'aMe co.fupm 
^ in this inflisppy* fitoatlioff ^h 
taktebjra dl^adfid ftbrft/wiiH 

^itsnvL the l^mteft' dui||6r of tmb 

b»io^ w re t te y up S i i fem ft 

Cliftf, whm kmi^ piiitilafedj 

-Ittttltty 'u6 ftoM' ilVtf to JwMmKm 

^Mlier rofe'^-t^-iiBiiofl to the-M 
Auiiioh 'ho.jpiut fiifd'flii jurbodf 

Dot fiiMUII#' %0 TttSEL^fltCdbt 
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ihips with what they had to barter, and ap- 
pointed two perfons to fiiperintend the market, 
and prevent frauds or abufes, as well as to divide 
what was purchafed equally among the Tailors. 
This regulation was both agreeable to his own 
men, and to the Indians^ who exchanged two 
fmall animals like rabbits, for a bit of tin, and 
two of their cakes of bread for two green or 
yellow beads j for things of greater value, a 
hawk'*s bell ; and fometinxes a Cacique or other 
confidcrable pcrfon had a prefent of a pair of 
fci^Sy or a fmall looking glafs. 

The Admiral having confulted with the officers 
on the beft means of leaving that ifland, it was 
agreed to fend an accoant of their fitaation to 
NicMat de Ohanda governor of HiJ^aniolay and 
Co Alwixo San chez at' Caruajaly the Admiral's 
fador there, to defire that a fhip mi^ht be 
freighted and fent to their relief at the Admirars 
cxpence. Two canoes were chofen for this 
dangerous expedition, in one of which ^ames 
Mendes dt Segura the AdmiraPs chief fecretary 
embarked, with fix Spaniards and ten Indians to 
row it, and Bartholomews Fiejco, a Genoefe gentle- 
man went with the fame number of hands on 
board the other, with orders to return imme- 
diately with the news of their fafe arrival. They 
then rowed to the eaftermoft point of Jamaica^ 
under the conduft of the Admiral's brother, who 
took care to fupply him with every thing ne- 
cellary for the voyage, which was a very ex- 
traordinary one to be performed by canoes,. 
£nce; the diftance between the two iflands amoant^ 
«d to 30 leagues, wit\iottt axvv *\TAfc\Nwv\Tw^\'«» 
€s^pt a fmall rock or Ulatii Wi>ax ^v^^V^asg^ 



themfelvesy and then returnii 
again. The fecond day after the) 
au began to be much tired ; bu 
encouraged the men, advifing 
order to recover their (Irength. 
ing heated by the fun and by ] 
oar, foon emptied their calibafh 
the heat increadng, their thir 
it» fo that by noon they had 
They were then relieved by 
frequently jiving them fometl 
of their ruiSlets, which fappo 
cool of the evening. They 
di^efled with the apprehexific 
loft their way, and bad mifl< 
eight leagues from lUAanioUf 
pe6ted to refrefli diemielves ; 2 
they threw an Indian over 
with thirfi ; others lay ftretdi 
di fabled while the reft expe£lc 
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to be a folid rock about half a league in com* 
pafsy without a fingle tree or fpring of water, 
yet going about from one clifF to another, they 
coUedled in the hollows more than was neceflary 
to quench their thirds ; for being fcorched with • 
drought, they drank fo much that fome of the 
poor Indians died upon the fpot, and others fell 
iick. There they flaid till the afternoon, and 
having reded and refrefhed them fe Ives with the 
ihell fiih they picked up along the fhore, went 
on board in the evening, and fleered to the 
ncareft land of Hifpaniola^ where they arrived 
early in the morning. Fiefco having refted two 
days, was deiirous of returning to the Admiral 
according to his promife : but was obliged to 
de£ft, becaufe neither the failors nor Indians 
wonld accompany him in the voyage, Mendes^ 
though he laboured under a quartan ague, 
occafioned by his fuiferings at fea, immediately 
fet oat for Xaraguat where he informed the go- 
vernor of the Admiral** fitoation, and, after 
much importunity, obtained leave to purchafe a 
a Aip at St, DoMtngo. 

To return to the ifland of Jamaica i ibon 
after the departure of the canoes, the men who 
were (eft behind began to grow fickly, in con- 
fequence of a change of proviiioas, and the 
fatigue they had fibred, whence a fpirit of 
difcontent difufed itfelf amongft them. They 
now privately murmured, and cabaUed againil 
the Admiral, whom they accufed of beine the 
caufe of all their misfortunes* The chief pro* 
moters of thefe difcontent* view t?w^ ^K«QftK«i 
wbfife names were P»rr<w> on* ^"^ >vVi\sv ^ 
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^ poffibfe f^r tl 
thev were afljfled I 

thor onaDimou, a 
5*^ *ad any b< 

J« there was no „ 

t|ne«^, after caufing 
?^ A'P. feizcd ten , 
*«d bought of the A 
"/Vwhowe^fickf 
«L^?^«-. whence ;i 
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fadi mifery as he had already entailed apoi 
the inhabitants of the other ifland. - "" 

Having reached the point, they attempted 
to pafs over to Hifpaniola with fome Indians 
whom they had compelled to go on board every 
canoe to ierve as rowers ; but they had not got 
four leagues firom land, when the wind, which 
was contrary, begining to frefhen, and the fea 
to rife, they thought fit to lighten the canoes, 
which were heavy laden, by throwing what 
they had over board, except fome provifions, 
water and their arms, and at laft the poor Indians 
who rowed. Thefe unhappy people fwam till 
they were weary, and then hung by the canoes 
to recover themfelves, when the barbarous ruf- 
fians cut off their hands, and thus eighteen of 
thefe poor creatures perifhed, and none would 
have efcaped, had not thefe inhuman monilers 
for their own (akes kept a few to row them 
back to Jamaica. 

On their returning aihore, fome were for 

aking the advantage of the eafterly wind and 

nd currents for pafling over to Cuha^ whence 

ley would have a fhort cut to Hijpaniola ; o- 

lers were for returning and making peace with 

e Admiral, or depriving him by force of all 

had in his pofleffion. But it was agreed by 

najority of voices, that they fhould wait for 

»Im, and then make another attempt to pafs 

;£Uy to Hi/panioia. They ftaid a month or 

weeks waiting for this opportunity at an In- 

f town near that cape, during which they 

(dered the poor natives ; but Vvvi\Ti^ tca.^^ 

uafiiccefsful efforts toptrfoiia\!sx^ No^v^y.^ 



recovereil : bat his b 
with provifionsy prodi 
tht InMantf whotowec 
neceilaiy for their fu 
growremifs in their a 
no longer plentifully fa 
revolted) and the nat 
flocked with the comi 
Spaniards » no longer«c 
fituation that commanc 
In this dilemma tl 
very extraordinary exf 
chara&er and affairs wi 
knew that there wov 
moon within three da 
Hijpamola who was on 
to affemble the Caciq' 
that diflridl, in order t 
affair in which they w< 
they obeying the fun 
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%tamards to pafs over to HifiatuoUi thouj^h he 
had condu£led Mendes and Fiefes to that iilaDd : 
that the fame almighty being, was difpleafed at 
the Indians for negle£ling to fupply his diftreficd 
Tervants with provifions in exchange for their 
X)mmodities, and was therefore determined to 
punifh them with peftilence and famine, as a 
proof of which, God would give a token of 
lu8 anger in the fky, and' that very nieht they 
Sioald fee the moon rifmg with a bloody afped 
JO point out the puniihment God would inflidl 
ipon them. 

This prediction had different efiedls upon 
\ke Indians^ fom^ of whom went away in a 
Hghi; while others laughed at it as an idle flory ; 
)at on their perceiving che moon a^ually edipf- 
*A, and the darknefs mcreafing as ihe rofe, they 
vere univerially filled with confternatlon, and 
'onning from all quarters loaded with provifi- 
snsy intreated the Admiral to intercede with 
3od, and prevail on him to be no longer angry 
vith them, and ^hat-for the future they would 
ake care to fupply all his wants. 

The Admiral replycd, that he would offer up 
lis prayers for them, and then ihutting himfelf 
ip, till the edipfe was at the height and ready 
o decreafe, told them that he had been offering 
ip his petitions to Heaven for their prefervati- 
»n, and that God had been fo good as to forgive 
hem, on their prcmife of being kind and hofpi- 
able to the Chniiians, and as a teftimony of his 
brgivenefs, they ihould fee the moon by degrees 
cfume her former fplcndor. In fhort the indians 
«rceivij)g the cclipfc d\rB.p^tw»^t*&c^^^^^^ 



pariurc or mer.aes ana 
nd*8 obtaining the leal 
people, fuppofing they 
or been killed by th 
their way to 5/. Domin 
-dejefled, and their it 
canoe, which they fou 
the current upon the c 
daily increafing, at 1< 
confpiracy, headed b; 
cary of Vahnciay and' 
ivko in imitation of t 
ed a fcheme for defen 
execution was prever 
veffel feiit by the gov 
Captain^ whofe nam 
having come to an anc 
in his boat to deliver 
from the governor, ai 
virith a cafk of wine, j 

and thefi* bpino- AfXwi* 
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ay without them, and a» that little -curaval 
s not fufficicnt to carry them all, Efi9bar went 
ay fo fuddenly that he might lofc no time 
bringing them relief. This declaration had 
fa an effeft upon the confpirators, that they 
nediately laid aiide all thoughts of their de« 
is; but the true reafon of that fliip's arrival 
89 that Lares governor of Hifpamola^ was 
prehenfive that the Admiral would upon his 
urn to Spain, be reinftated in his government, 
i had fent Efcobar td obferve his fituation, and 
ether he might not eafily be deflroyed. How* 
;r from this caraval, Columbus received certain 
elligence of the laie arrival of Mendts and 
*fi:o at Hifpanioia^ and did not doubt, but that 
:onfequence of- their remonftrancei, he fhould 
ipeedily relisved. 

The Admiral - being defirous o^ reducing the 
itineers who had oehaved in (o fcandalous 
i bafe a manner, rather by fair means than 
force, fent two.perfons to acquaint them with 
\ advice he had received, to deiire them to 
urn, and to let them know, that, in that cafe, 
notice fhould be taken of what had happened ; 
t Francis de Porras dreading the confequences 
a re-union, met thefe meflcngers at a diftance, 
i anfwered, that they would not trull the 
Imiral ; but would behave themfclves peaceably 
the ifland if he would promife to procure a 
p to carry them off. Or if he had but one, 
gn one half of it to them for their own con- 
lience, and give them an half fhare of the 
aths and commodities that were iliil in hi^ 
flfeffion, iince they had loll aW t^vtXt o^T^^^tSX.^^ 
crwifc they would come atv^\.^V.ft x)c^^ ^V^V^ 



\m 



village within a quarter of 
wrecks, when the Admiral b 
their defign, fent his brother ^ 
armed to expofialate with tb 
them to return to their duty ; b 
all a£b of hoftility, till they fbo 
cd. Don Bartholomew pofted 
ing groand within bow fliot < 
flnd Uien fent the two meffengei 
employed before to offinr tern 
the mutineers treating this co 
eficft of fear, they fell up 
great confidence of vi£tory : 
having folemnly fwom to figl 
Lieutenant, whofe death the; 
difconcert his followers. H' 
difappointed, for at the very 
them were flain. Francis deP 
out the Lieutenant, and at < 
taroret down to his hand, wl 



•/AMERICA; 139 

The next day^ the fugitives fent a petition 
to the Admind, in whicn they confefled their 
fault;, hemd pardon, and promifed to ferve 
him faitmuUy for the future; and this they 
iblenmly fwore to perform. The Admiral in- 
ihmdy granted them a free pardon, and took 
them again into his protedion ; but to prevent 
fbture animofities, kept Francu dc Porras a clofe 
prifoner, and appointed a proper perfon to com- 
mand and lead them about the iuand, in order 
the better to procure fubfiflence in exchange 
for the comoiodites with which he caufed them 
to be fnpplied. 

Inthisjx>ftare was affairs in Jomnri^, where 
the Admval had been a full year, when a ihip 
arrired ^ghted by Jamts Mendes, attended bv 
a caraval, and Cokmlms embarking with his 
whole company on the 28th of Jum 1 504, fet 
fill for Hijpaniola, but the wind and current 
being contrary, they had a troublefome voyage, 
and did not reach Si, Domingo till the 1 3 th of 
Augufi, 1 he governor with all the city went 
out to meet him; payed him many compliments, 
and lodged him in his own houte, bat this out- 
ward ihewof rcfpedk was meer Sedation, for 
he caufed Fnznds de Porras to be fet at liberty, 
and threatncd to punifh thofe who had adhered 
10 die Admiral in his greateft dangers. 

Columbus being fenfible of the deceitful man- 
ner in which he was treated, and of the true 
motives of the governor's behaviour, chofe 
to conceal his refentment ; prepared for his de« 
parture, and on the 12th of Septembtr embark- 
ed on board a Ihip pnm&jed. \rf Vv^ ^s^-o^^-^ 
and alfo took with bim tiic ^«S&5^ ^^^^ ^ 



a violent tempell, wherein all on t 
every moment to perifti, and in w 
their main maft ; bet making a ju 
yard, they continued their voyj 
bdngexpoied to another dorm, th; 
their fbrema-l, arrived at the per 
Columbus upon his landing was \ 
at the news of the death of his I 
only patronefs, Queen Ifahtlla ; ft 
Ferdinand always treated him wi 
of refpefl, he well knew, that h 
having any real kindnefs for hin 
inclination to do him jullice. 
thought the advantages he had 
himielf were too confiderable, 
inftead of fulfilling his engagemei 
a large eftate in Spain in exchan^ 
his due in the Wefl- Indies. Co* 
confined to his bed was extreme 
this treatment : but while he wa 
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oificcn^y interred m the cathedral of that dty, 
and a monament ercfled to his memory, on 
jvhich is the following inscription, 

A Castilia, ya Leon, 

NUEVO MVNDO DIO COLON. 

In EnglHh, 
To Callile ami Leon, 
Colombas gave a New JVorld, 

Others aflert that his body was carried from 
the above monaftery to the city of St, Domingo 
in Htffaniola^ and that he lies intencd in the 
dhancel of the cathedial, which may probably 
be true, notwithfbnding the above monament 
eredled to his honour at Semlle, j>< 

Thus died this trnly great man, who was the 
Ton of a woolcomber of Cogureto^ a villa|;e in 
the territory of G^;i0«,and yet by his abdities 
not only rai(ed himfelf and his ^mily to nobi- 
lity, but rendered himfelf by his difcoveries, the 
g;reate(lman<:»f theagein whichhe lived. He 
ivas however in many refpefta treated ^ith in- 
g;ratitade both by tnc King, and thofe who 
(vere under his own command, and it is no 
fmall blemifh to King Ferdinand'% character, 
that he did not do jufUce to his merit, but al- 
ways meanly endeavowed to fellify his engage- 
ments with him. To Columbus juftly belonged 
:he honour of giving a name to the new World, 
tvhich from him ought to have been called Co- 
^umba, while the name of America was beflow- 
sd on what he difcovercd from that ofJmericut 
ye/JMiius, who had- no juft tiAeto ^SaaxV^vava, 
IfAfmttu by Jifcovednga iktw^w\^> o^ksnr^ 



continent, but then he few both 
the ifthmus that unites them : 2 
him fchemes for extending thefe • 
conjeftures on the confequenccs 
tend them. 

We fliall condude this accooni 
tion of his perfon, and the chj 
him by a SpamJ^ hiftorian juftly 
fidelity. •* Columbus was tall 
" a long vifege, and a majcftic 
" line nofc, grey eyes, and a 
•'complexion. When young h 
« were fair; but the many ha: 
** cd, foon turned them grey. 
<* of wit and pleafantry, was 
« courfe, and yet moderately f 
^ bility to ftrangers, and hi* dj 
<* on, gained him the afiW^n 
« ous Blind: and he had an air 
•* grandeur that attraGcd refpe 
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of great enterprizes ; temperate in eat- 
nd drinking, and modeft m Us dreA ; 
IS patient and ready to forgire wrones, 
)nly defirous that offenders (honld be 
le of their £uilts. He remained un- 
d amidil the many troubles and adrerfi- 
hat attended him, ever reiving on thft 
e Providence. In Ihort had he in much 
r times performed fo wonderful an enter- 
as the difcovery ctf the new World, he 
i probably have had not only ftatues 
emples erefted to his honour, but fome 
vould have been dedicated to him, as 
lone to Hgradus and Bacchus. However 
mie will be remembred as long as the 
I endures." 
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Nicholas dc Obando. Pom 
Juan Ponce dc Leon. P«. I 

pjrl Fi/htry near tkt fimll I/l 



f lived luxurioufly and upon credit, it was 
I fcized at the melting times for their debts, 
was frequently infufEcient to fatisfy the de- 
is of their creditors. 

[ean while J^uan Ponce de Leon, a Spanijb • 
leman, who had one of the provinces on- 
lis command, being informed by the Indians 

St. John de Porto Rico was rich in |;old» 
ined a licence from Obando for plantm? a 
ny in it. In confequence of this he landed 
le dominions of the greatcft Cacique in the 
d, with fome Spaniards and Indians^ and 

kindly entertained by him and his rclati- 

who, as a peculiar mark of their friend- 
, changed names with him. This Cacique, 
^gnce\ deiire, conduced him all over the 
d, and ihewed him the rivers in which gold 

ufually found. Ponce afterwards left iomc 
liards, whom he recommended to the 
ique and his mother, and failing back to 
aniola, carried famples of the gold to Oban» 
then returning with frcfli fupplies, he had 
pleafure to find, that thofe he had left had 
I well entertained by the friendly Cacique 
ng his abfence. ■ • 

/bile Ponce de Leon w^ thus emplojfed tki 
ine Porto Rico, Obando was rectlledv ii^ 
, Diego Qolumbus came uftYuA^92^^% S»k.- 



and MichatI Diaz his li< 
this Poftci by the inter< 
procured a com million 
mg to P»rto Rico, eafily 
ing Cerren and Diaz^ « 
lAto SpMiftf and then p 
conquering the iiland : tn 
more difficult talk than he 
JuMiuut at lad in fpite 
whioh they had treated hi 
Entirely enilaved. Soon 
Leon wat deprived of hi 
Diaz, prefenting a petitic 
and being Urongly Aippc 
tereft, were fent back in 
fiirmer emplpyn^ents. Pq 
to the Aatc of a private 
ihips for making new difo 
t4 ^t^l 15 1 2, fell in wit] 
Spaniards, in the latitude 
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'0 tsLfi fincc 'the gold which they had been em-' 
ployed in gatherings was all exhaufted. 

The iiland of Borto Rico is 1 20 miles in length 
md 60 in breadth, and its northern coaft is in 18 
legrees of Iatitade> and its fouthern in 1 7<*. 
The country conftfts of a pleaiing variety 
r)f hills and valleys, woods and meadows, a- 
bounding in all the tropical fruits, and well wa- 
tered with fprings and rivers : but like other 
:omitries within the tropics, it has periodical 
-ains and ftorms, and ibmetimefl hupicanes be« 
tifveen Midfummer and Michaelmas'.* 

At length Diego Columbus mad^ a fettlemcnt 
Ml the ifland of Cubiagua^ which he named 7be 
yUmd of Ftarls^ and efiabliOied a pearl ffhery 
IB the coaft, that ibon becan[ie fo considerable, 
chat in ibme years die King's fift^ of the pearis^ 
wras valued at 1 c,ooo ducats. 

Thu iiland which is 300 leagues from Hi/^^ 
•M^r, andis fitnated in about iq^ north latitude, 
s three Icagoet in compais, aad has a dry and 

* tfoHO' Rim was conquertd by the Sail of CumAaJumi 
It his own expence, and chat of other private ad^v^n- 
urersy in the reign of Queen Elizabeth \ but lofing moft 
\i his loeQ in the latter end o£ the fummcfr when th^fe 
^}]fnates are very unhealthful^ he was obliged to abandl^a 
iMiflattd, . 

The Spgniardt have iAtrQ4uf«4 Munpean cattle, 6ntit>: 
nd cornj and chiefly export fr^m thcoce fugar, ram ^n^ 
ijnger. The capital, which is alfo called Porta Kico a^i^df 
tf, ypbn*i Cit^, is in a fmall ifland In the harbour on th^ 
lorth fide, and it joined to the main ifland by a cau&way. 
The town is now about a mile and half in circnmleseoce, 
^ ir^bftkied by feverai %«s aad batteries \ it fta^tjkv 
Ui an efiuaeoce and comm^ads ^^c mauk v^A&ii ca. ^>v 
m/(^ 4xi4 riff iea «a the other. 

O 2 \»XX€«. 




AlonzodeHojedai 
^^JS Patents form 

^«Ja, andmarcbi 

tfhis Men cut ot 

^^'fljut isaffiji 
«ojeda ^,^.^ 

St. Sebafhan, Wii 
^retires to K^^, 
■ ^^//j the Cohffu 
• ^. Nunez de Ball 
^^oitfSa plants the 
if ut meets "juitb mm 
rablj^' 

ABOUT thi, t 
. *»« ferved und 
UboniD^forapatentf, 
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Jind the latter, the country from that Gulph, to 
Cape Gracias a Dios, under the name of Caftilla 
ditOro or Gulden Caftile^ without any mention 
being made in thefe grants of Diego X^Iumbus, to 
whom thofe countries of right belonged, on ac- 
count of their being difcovered by his father. 

Each of thefe adventurers fitted out two velFtls, 
with which they failed to St, Domingo in Hijpa- 
niola, where thev quarrelled about their reipe^ive 
riehts ; but their difputes being at length adjuft- 
«a, they left that ifland in the latter end of the 
year 1510. Hejeda took on board Fr^ffni Pi- 
KorrOf who afterwards conquered Peru, and in 
a few days arrived at Caramari, fince called 
Carthagena^ where the Indians were prepared to 
oppofe him, on account of the injuries they had 
received from (everal Spanijh adventurers, who, 
under the pretence of trading with them, had 
bafely feized, earned off, and enflaved feveral of 
the natives, 

Thefe people were of a large flature, tht 
men wore their owA hair down to their ears ; 
that of the women was very long, .and both 
fcxes were very expert at fhooting with the bow. 
Hojeda immeoiately feht them a few priefts, 
with fome of the Indians of Hijpaniola who fpoke 
their language ; thefe meflen^rs had orders to 
perfuade them to be peaceable and fubmit to 
the Span\Jh yoke, to leave off their idolatry, ' 
cruelty, and other' vices ; though Hojeda refglvcd, 
in cafe they proved obftinatie, not only to n^akc 
war upon them,, but to make them flaves. 

H^eda began to barter w\0\ tV^m ^ot ^^^^ 
with Sfanijb toys ; but fiLtidliv^ xV^'^ ^t\^^^- 
p^iag to attack him, fcU upon x\vetci\ xcv^Sis- 
Ox « 



with bows, poifoned arrou 
threw like darts» fwords d 
and targets. He however 
killed great numbers, took 
he fetit to the ihips, and 
thofe who Bed. The inhab 
ed Tmrbac0 hearing of his 
with their efFisds into the 
the SptuuarJs came, but ^ 
pofe them, put themfelves 
difperfed about the countiv, 
ed by the Indian$t they fell i 
leaft expedlcd it, and (he Z^ 
ed into fmall parties, were 
with flights of poifoned ar 
ever, with feveral of his j 
maintained the fight, often 
to cover himfelf with bis t 
feeing moft of his peoplt 
thronsh the thickeft of the 
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had happened. This advice the man inunediate- 
\y followed \ bat Hojeda and he were the only 
peribns who efcaped, all the reft amounting to 
70 Spaniards being ilain.1 

Happily for Hojida^ Nicuija now appeared 
with Au two veiiels on the coaft, and was na 
fooncr informed of what had happened, than he 
feat for his rival, and generoufly told him, that 
in this Cffe they ought to forget their difputeif 
aa4 only to remember that &y were Sfamardt ., 
and gentlepieB, and that he would therefore re- 
vea« hii I0&. They accordingly united, and 
lan^e 400 men ; marched agamft the LtdtMUp 
hiinit.^e towp of Tarbaeot fcuxd a vaft number 
of prifiuien» and as much gold as amounted to 
7000 pieces of eight to each of the commandess. ; 

Aftif this vi^ory they parted in order to pur- 
fine their feparate plai^^ Hytda £xed a fcttlie* 
meat on the eaftern promontory of the gulph 
of'P^riiu, and gave the town the name (H 
S/. Sitafiiom i becaule that Saint being faid to be 
martyrfd by the poi/bneid arrows of the infidek, 
he thought him a fit patron, to defend him 
f^x>m the like weapons of the Indians: but find- 
ing that fihc natives were exa^ated at his 
maldng a l&lemf nt on die ceaft, he fent captain 
Bnd/ii in one of the ihips to Ht/pampUf with 
orders to brii^ hun as laree a fapply of men ^d 
provifions as poifible» and in the mean time drew 
lotrenchments about the town, for his own fe- 
cuhty. However as he Ibon wanted neceflaries, 
he wes obliged to make excurfions into the coun- 
try, by which means many of h\& '^{«»^^^% 
fulled by the poiibned arrows oE iHida xo^xncs^^^^^ 
the eoloji^y was jrcd\j^cd xo amo^^tosSBs^^ 




^^^^^^ iiernardde7almj, 
diatdy buying the /hip's 
tarn with fuch ciWlity, t 
into his fervice: bat not 
ncfsof this unexpefted 
wercfoon confumcd; the 
tronblefome than before, 

i^S. fr^? m^iola, the> 
•o dcipair. ' 

.^. '"rr')" extremity it ^ 

that %ir^ himfelf flioold i 

«ra«r to procure fupph'cs ; 

colony under the commant 

Jie embarked on board the 

tofca; but now behaving 

^alu^tra, the latter not o 

alJ command ; but clappet 

dreadful ftorm however, ai 

pending on his Ikill, fethi; 

his dircaion faved their li 

™p afhore on f ho /.A«a ^c 
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where he found that captain Endfo had fet fail 
for St. Sehaflians ; but his own credit was there 
fo low, that notwithftanding his being one of 
the braveft men that ever failed from Spain to 
America^ he foon died of want, and Tala*otra 
flaying too long at Jamaica^ Columbus caufed 
him to be apprehended, tried and hanged for 
piracy. 

In this interval Pizarro with the men under 
lus command quitted St. Sehafitmi\^ and (leered 
to Carthagena^ where they had the happinefs 
to find captain Encifo^ who had juft arrived there 
with two Ihips, and a confidcrable reinforce- 
ment, and immediately returned with them to 
St. SehafiiaH*^ : but there they had the misfor^ 
t4ine of being (hipwrecked, and finding the town 
reduced to aflie«. They however rebuilt it as 
well as they were able ; but though they faved 
out of the branded veflels, as much of the pro- 
vifions and other neceHkries as poffible, they 
were foon again reduced to the utmoft diAreft 
by war and famine, and as before, hunger fre- 
quently forced them out, while the natives con- 
fiantly drove (hem back with the lofs of fome 
of their men: bu( from this terrible diflrefs 
they were relieved by the dexterity and prefence 
of mind of a very extraordinary man brought 
by Encifi. 

Nunez or Nuguez de Balboa^ a perfon of a 
good family, great abilities, and a liberal edu- 
cation, had formerly failed along that coafl with 
Bafiidasy and had afterwards obtained a good. 
Settlement in Uifpaniolay where having commit-r 
ted iomt irregularities, he vj^ \si ^vsi^x ^^ ^^- 
iPgpvLt to desLtkf la thefe uiifetxs««3» cw\5»ass^ 



..smuKif was cxiicmeiy vexe 
threatened to fet him on fh< 
place he came to ; but th< 
board interceding for him 
pacified^ and granted him } 
however did not efl^e, frc 
the uiage-he had received. 

This perfon obferving th; 
in defpair, and knew not he 
ed toenconrage them, by it 
were not in fo defperate a o 
gined ; obferving that whci 
coail before, with Bafltdas, 
bottom of the golph, where i 
town, fituated in a frnitfal 
climate ; that it was indeed 
like hdiaitt i but as they d. 
poifoned arrows, he advifed 
ilranded brigantines, and en 
ther. 

This advicft h*ini» ««•*•''«•' 
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flight, and then proceeded to the town, which 
CO their great joy was full of provifions. The 
next day they inarched up the country and the 
neighbouring mountainsyand found nanv houles ; 
but no inhabitants, they being all fled. They 
however ieized veflels, hodhold goods, ihort 
petticoats of cotton, great quantities of cotton, 
both fpun and unipun, and about 10,000 pieces 
of fine gold. 

The luccefs of this enterprize gained Nunex 
naoch reputation, and he bqgao to be in very 
high efleem. It was now unanimoufly agreed 
to fettle a colony there, and to call it Santa Ma- 
ria ilAntiqua del Darin or St, Mary the Antien$ 
of Darien, The ij^ beine the name of a church 
at Se*vi/U, and the latter the hdioM naoie of the; 
river. 

^ Nunez now fecretly contrived, in concert with 
his friends, to depofe EMcife ; who himfelf foon 
forwarded this fcheme, by giving orders that no 
man'fliould trade with the Indians for ^old, upon 
pain of death ; which raifing a fufpiaon that he 
intended to monopoliae the trade of that valu- 
able metal, they threw off all fubje^ion to him, 
alledging that hjs authority was expired, as they 
were out of the limits of Hojeda's government. 
They now chofe magidrates like thofe in Spain, 
Nunez de Balboa and ZMmadis wcrt defied Alcal- 
des, and Valdiina was appointed Regidore ; but 
ibon difliking this form of government, new 
debates arofe, which were terminated by the ar- 
rival of Roderic Henriquez de Cointenares with two 
fliips, with provifions, miliury ftores, and t<^ 



fhips, tho* all of them dit 
except one. Seven of the 5 
themfelves in a great hollc 
fwim to the fhips at night i 
fuppofine they had been 
bay of Uraha, or Darien^ : 
ColfHtnares meeting no bod 
the bay, where he expedec 
Hojedas or Niateffas men, 
cdy and fuipeded that the 
however cau&d fome piec 
firedy and fires to be light 
rocks, which being obfervc 
tit Santa Maria, they made 
he came to them, as we 1: 
and generoufly dilbibuting 
them without diflindion, b 
to fend for Nicueja, in ord< 
governor. 

We fhall now return to 
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Q perfuade the people to abandon their original 
leiign^ and to return to Hifpaniolay alle^ng 
hat 'Niaujfa^ and the men on board with him, 
tad doubdefs periihed. Mean while a fhallop 
mtered the port with four men on board, who 
K-ooght advice that Nicueffa had been ftranded 
rpon an unknown coaft ; and having marched a 
rreat way with incredible fatigae, was now on 
hore with his followers in a moft miferable con- 
lition. At hearing this news OAw^'s heart re- 
ented, and he immediately difpatched the ihal- 
op with proviiions and refreihments, which fav • 
*A Nicueffa and his men from jpcrilhing with 
mnger : but this feafonable relief did not in the 
eaft foften that governor's refentment a?ain(l his 
ieutenant, whom he put in irons, anduireaten- 
sd to fend him in that condition to SpMti. 

Nicueffa now fettled a colony on the banks of 
he river Belem or Bethlehem ; but fobn became 
si fuch want of provifions, that leaving only a 
3«rt of his men there, he failed with the reft to 
Porto Bella : when the Indians not fufFering his 
people to land, he was obliged to- fteer two or 
Jirec leagues farther to the port called by Cp/«///- 
(ctf the Baftimentos^ and as foon as he entered it 
jied out, Paremos aqui en el Nombre de Dios^ 
:hat is, /// usjlay here in the name of God i whence 
:he place was called Nombre de Dies. Then im- 
sediately landing he bes;an to ere£l a fbrtrefs. 

Nicueffa being foon reduced to the fame (itua- 
ition as in the former colony, was obliged to 
end one of his veffels to Hi/paniolay to intrcat 
jolumbus to grant him fome affillance ; b^l ^^c-ax^^ 
V29thh Kc/fei&i.'ed, when t\iaty<Viii ColtntHan^ 
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ftnd govern them, that i\ 

and fertile country; had 

imd were in no want of g 

Vicujfay now recoverj 

thanks to Heaven for this 

foon forgetting bis own t 

that thele people had v( 

offer of bvicoming their j 
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di^ he would take all th 
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grant. Nor w^ this hi 
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way, he fuffered a cara\ 
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with theie nneenerous < 

they changed their r< 

iiot to fuffer him to com 

Nirut/Ja havinor foen 
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attempting to feize him, he efcaped by flight. 
l^kuejja now intreated that in cale they would 
not accept him for their governor, he might b« 
at leatl admitted ts a companion ; which they 
refafing, he begged they would keep him as a 
prifoner, fiince he had rather die than go back 
to ftanre at Nonthre tie Dios, But notwithfland- 
tag thiS) they cruelly forced him and about 1 7 
oi his men into an old rotten bark, with orders 
to return to the place from whence they came» 
on pain of being Aink where they were. There 
is no doubt of their bavins comply'd with this 
inhuman order, but with what fuccefs is uncer* 
jtahi I for they were never fcen afterwards. A 
llory was however current in the Wift-Indies^ 
that the Spaniards on their coming to fettle them- 
felves in CtJfa^ found the following infcription 
cut in the bark of a larcc tree. Hert the mfar^ 
innate Nicueffii Jmijh$d fit miferies and Us life to* 
gether. 

' After the departure of this unhappy man, 
Kunex, de Baiboa diftingniihed himfelf as a pru'> 
dent goverficM' ; he made great dxfcoveries ; was 
the nm European who faw the South Sea, and 
prepared the way for the conquell of Peru. As 
nis hiftory has therefore a clofe conne^pn with 
that conquelly yrc ihall place it immediately be« 
fore our account of that great event. 
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THOUGH the gove: 
upon the above adventi 
«y violations of die juft righ 
Don DUgo Cclumbus^ he was ^ 
for not endeavouring to aflift \ 
of his power, and his enemic 
complaint at the court of Sf 
looked upon him with jealoi 
readily lillened to any accufati 
Jiim. Of this the Admiral ix 
he left no ilone antumed to 
thofe countries, to which he 1: 
from the contrad^ made with 
Being informed at the beg: 
I ^ 1 1, that the court was ve: 
log a colony planted in the ei 
he refolved to be beforehand 

fend a body of men thither u 
/• /•- 1. — 1.^ — ij , 
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and moil efteemed of all the firit Sfanijh inha- 
bitants in Hijpaniola. 

Before we proceed, it may not be improper 
to obferve, that the province of Guatiaba lying 
next to Cuba, and the difbnce between the two 
points being only 1 8 le^ues» many of the In- 
dioMs of Hijpaniola had pafled over in their 
canoes, and among them a Cacique of the pro- 
vince of Guatiaba called hatuey^ a man of 
bravery and prudence, who took as many of 
his men as poiTible, and fettled on the nearefl 
country called Maryd^ where he treated the 
people as fubjeds, but not as ilaves. This 
Cacique, fearing that the Spaniards would one 
time or other pafs into Cuba^ kept fpies in or- 
der to know what was done in Hifpaniola, Be- 
ing at length informed of the Admiral's defign, 
he afiembled the mod warlike of his people, 
and putting them in mind of the n^any fuHer- 
ings they had endured under the Spaniards^ 
told them that they committed thefe outrages, for 
the fake of a great Lord of whom they were 
▼ery fond, and whom he would (hew them. Then 
taking fome gold out of a little palm-tree baiket 
added, ^' This is the Lord whom they adore, 
'^ htm they, follow, and as you have already 
^< heard, are coming hither in fearch of him : 
** let us therefore make a fellival and dance 
" to him, that when they come, he may order 
** them not to hurt us". They accordingly 
began to fine and dance; for their dances, lU&e 
thoic of Hijpaniola^ were performed to the mu- 
fick of their fongs. At length HatvA-^ \^tfii\sA- 
cd them, that though tV\cv &vwi\!^ ^tv^«^ -^ 
Lord of th9 Chriftiam m IWu n^^x^ \iONN^^. > 
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th« misfortune to be take 
/»>«, whohadthe"„! 
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Barracoa^ and here the firft colony in the ifland 
was fettled. 

On its be'ng known in Jmnaka^ that Vel^^- 
fsr#« was in Cuba, many of thofe who were with 
Juan dt E/quthel, CoJumbtu's lieutenanty aiked 
leave to go over and ferve under him, among 
whom was Pamphilio de NarvaeK^ a gentleman 
well born, who brought 30 archers ander hiB 
oommand, and having a graceful perfon and aa 
cafy addreii, w&s welf received by V^afquex^ 
who fent him with his 30 men to the province 
of Bajamo^ a fine open country at 50 leagues 
diflance. On the road he and his fmall party 
were attacked in the night at an Indian town, 
by a conftderable body of the natives; but 
mounting a mare which he had brought with 
him, they were fo frighted at the fight of that 
noble animal, and at hearing the bells which at 
that time were part of tM trappings of the 
^pamjh horfes« that they fled far inco the coun- 
try, and Vela/quez. fending a detachment to join 
Nam/ae%, h^ with the greateft eafe became abib- 
lute mailer of that province. 

The fine and extenfive idand of CtAa which 
is fituated in between 20^ and 250 north lati- 
tude, is upwards of 800 miles in length fitom 
eaft to well, and generally about 70 broad. It 
lies about 90 miles wefl oi 'Hi/famola^ and 75 
north of Jamaha, ^o the fonth are a great 
number of fmatl iilands, to which Chrifiophtr 
Columbus gave the name of the i^eens Garden^ 
and to the north are a fmatterjiumber which 
Vflafquex nanted the Kings Oardw,^ Wst niV^^ 
idand of Cuba h yis,vi pleaiaut «Ltvdi tno^^ x^xuv^- 
nte thsin ffi//sm§Ia. Oa tVkfc ^«k3^««M3Sc ^w 
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sraltitades, which when young were efteemed 
excellent food; there were few land animals, 
except a kind of rabbits, like thofe in Hifpa^ 
moia I but on the other hand there were abun* 
4lance of excellent tor:oifes or fea turtle, and 
both the fea and rivers abounded with plenty 

offiih. 

Aftier the Spaniards had been (ettled there 
fbme time, they found coniiderable quantities of 
gold in the rivers, (bme of which was very pure, 
bat the greatcft part was of lefs value than that 
<^ HiJpanioJa^ or Porto Rico. Tho' the original 
inhabitants were very numerous, they have been 
long fiace deftroyed by the cruelty of the Spani^ 
ards. St. Jago in the fouth part of the ifland 
is efteemed the capital ; but the Harvamnab on 
the north-weft, is by far the moft confiderable 
place, on account of its trade, and its being the 
annual rendezvous of galleons on their return 
to Spain, 

CHAP. IV. 

Thi Di/coviries made on thi Continent under tie 
Command of Diego de Velafquez, hy Francis 
Hernandez de Cordova his Lieutenant, 7be 
misfortunes Cordova meets iwth, and the hard- 
Jhips he fnffers till his return to Cuba, iL^bere 
he dies. 

"Ij^A O N Diego or James de Velafquex having 
X^J reduced the beft part of Otbaf and plane- 
t^ tevttiXSpani/b colonies upon that ifland. beean 
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to carry his point; for though V 
left Qnaccountable to him for chi 
authority, yet he was notallo\ 
without the confcnt of the crowi 
anfwered Velafqut^% purpofe» i 
immediately to execute a projc 
meditated of fitting out ihips to 
veriesy and no fooner were his ii 
than numbers of the Sfanijb pL 
grown rich, offered to contribu^ 
wards carrying it into executior 
was Francis Hentatidex di Cardi 
great wealth and bravery, wh( 
Captain, which was granted. 

Cordova having fitted out two 
antine* took i lo foldiers on b 
from the Havannab on the 
1 51 7. After being twenty t 
during which they lay by in 
^au/ land, and from their (hipj 
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fano€i to carry the Tpaniartis on Aiore, feemin; 
inuch to admire the ihipi, the men, their beardi* 
doathf, armi, and every thing they had never 
feen before. 

The next day the Indiant returned wsch twelve 
Cftttoei, on board of which was the Cacique 
who cried out contx cofochi, or comt t9 my boufe^ 
JFrom whence that place received the name of 
cape Cotocbe, 1 be Spa/tiards then entering 
(heir boats and the canoes, took' their arms and 
went tiihorc, where an, infinite number of the 
natives waited to fee them t ( ardovm even re* 
folved to attend the Cacique to hit houfe, in or- 
der to tak6 a view (^ the country : but entering 
a wood, the Cacique gave a fignal, and inftant- 
)y a multitude of men Aarted from an ambufcade 
in which they had been concealed . They were 
drefied in jackets of auilted cotton to fecure them 
from being wounded by arrows, and had wooden 
fwords edged with flint, fpears, bows and arrows, 
flings and targets : their faces were painted of 
feveral colours^ and on their heads thev wore 
plumes of feathers t thefe giving a loud Avout 
difcharged a (hower of Aones and arrows, and 
then rufhing on the Spaniards, fought with much 
reMucion, till being difordered by the difcharee 
of the muikets and crofs bows, as weU as by the 
lharpnefs*of the SpaMiJh fwords, they fled, after 
having 17 men killed, and many wounded. 
In this a^ion were taken two youths who after- 
wards became Chriftians, ana were called Ju- 
Hon and MeUbior, 

The Spaniards now rct^rvv^d^ xxi ^w ^s^ 
and were pleafed at iVvew \vwW ^wtc^ -^"^^^ 
tnzny refpcCU diftcr<:ut «xcwv ^^v>^^^^^^^^'^^ 
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y 50 ItuUans dreiTed like tl 
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the place where the fan ri 
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came two men in white mantl 
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the Spaniards^ ordered them t 
try on pain of death ; at wl 

good order to the ihore, am 
lips. 
/JThcy now ftccred fix daj 
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:ived that the firft party had been joined hj 
al others^ and that they were entirely fur- 
dcd by a great army. They however re- 
d to make the befl defence in their powei^, 
were quickly under the neceHity of exert- 
ill their courage ; for it no fooner grew light 
the Indians difcharced a (hower of -arrows, 
I, and (lofles by which about 80 Spaniards 
I wounded, among whom was Cordova ; but 
ngth after a vigorous defence, the Spaniards 
ng it impofTible to vanquifh fuch numbers, 
B a furious onfet, and breaking through the 
xnst ran towards their boats, while the /«- 
r purfued them with hideous cries. The 
s narrowly efcaped being overfet by their 
'ding into them, and the natives were fo 
r to attack them, that they ran into the wa- 

wound them with their fpears. In this 
m 47 Spaniards were killed, ^^t died on 
d the (hip, and all the reft, except one, 
\ wounded. It was therefore refolved to bui-n 
of the (hips for want of hands, and to retufa 
'uba, 

ne of their greateft misfortunes was their hav- 
been obliged to leave their cafks on fhore» 
:h occafioned their foon beine in great diftrefs 
wrant of water, and fome of the foundeft of 
men being landed with jars to fearch for a 

1 fupply» could find none but what was 
:ki(h ; this obliged them to ftcer for Flcrida^ 
re <5ne of the pilots had been with Ponce de 
f. They here landed near a creek, and hav- 
pofted centinels, due pits, and &\\d\Ti^«^^^ 
?^ dtaak fome, and watt^R^ \ff«5v ^^x ^^ 
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CHAP. V. 

tti Di/conferiiJ madt on the Contintnt fy fh Com* 

tnaitd of ]9xtiti VelafqueZy untfir joYiXi Gri« 

jalva. v% Und in the JJland of CoromeU 

procetdto NeW-Spaiti» anddtfeAttht Indiamrf 

Fotenchati. tbtf then land oH thi Banks of 

Rio. de GrijalVa, vibem tbiy faehi Pufints 

from the Indians. Steering from thenee they are 

intuited OH fiore by the Mexicans, ijiiitb whom 

ibey trade for gold, Tbn afiervoardi ^vifyfi- 

n)eral Ijlands \ difcwer lemples nvitb Idols and 

human Sacrifices ; futchafe many bright copper 

axes njohicb tbey ndfiakefor gold^ andretvmto 

fhi IJlandof Cuba, ^he^e GrijaWa is difgruced 

by Velafquez, y^ir not Sfobeyingtbi Ordm hi 

hi ^f elf bad given him, 

NOtwichftanding CordonfA's ill fuccefs, hit 
atcount of this voyage gave great pleafare 
to VelafquiZt who frequently dcc'arcd that he 
was refolved to puHue thefe difcoveries as foon 
as an opportunity offered, flnce as thefe feeioied 
more civilized than other ImSans, they were 
probably richer; and this refolution was no 
u>oner known, than feveral of the principal 
inhabitants offered him their affiftance, which 
fooh enabled him to fend out three ihips and a 
brigarttihe. 

This fmall fauadron, ^^hich was comm^wd^i 
by j^oJ^ Grijatva and lYve C2t\\aSccA AVutra^tk 
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a large river ; but fo fliallow it would on'y ad- 
mit imall veffels, an4*therefwe they could only 
fend up two and their boats well manned ; who 
were obliged to proceed with ^eatcircumfpec- 
tion, on account of there being many armed 
Indians in canoes along the ftiorc. 

This river, which the natives called Tahafio^ 
the Spaniards nanied Bio dt Grtjalvay from their 
commander in chief, and lanaed at a grove of 
palm-trees about half a league fironi a town. 
The Indians feeing them leave their boats, about 
^fty canoes, full of armed men, moved forward, 
-and (lopped again at a fmall dilbmce from th« 
Spaniards} upon which the latter fcnt Melcbior 
and Julian^ the two Indians taken by Cordo^a^ 
to inform them that they were come with no 
•other vieWy but to treat with them about fom« 
affairs that would give them pleafure. Upon 
this the Indians in four canoes drew near, and 
Grijaha ordered the above interpreters to tell 
them, that he and his men were the fubjeds of 
a great King to whom mighty princes paid obe- 
dience ; that it was reafonable they alfo fliould 
fnbmic to him, becaufe it would be much 
to their advantage, and that till the Spaniards 
could explain thefe affairs, they muft fumifti 
them with pro vifions. To this i\\t Indians pru- 
dently replied, that they would give them pro- 
vifions ; but that they had a Lord of their own, 
' and knew no reaibn why they,who were but ftran- 
gers, (hoald offer to impofea new Lord upon, 
•them. However that they ought to take heed 
how they made war on them, as they had d<v«s% 
to the people of Potonchan \ iox >J8\&^ Va^^ v^ 
-vJded an army which accot^vcv^xo ^^v^ \kn»ss 




their wi T, and would make a 
what was faid to a number of 
who were aiTembled either to 
to renew the war, Grijahi, 
firings of beads, looking g 
things, charging them to bring 
becaufc if they did not, he mu 
though he (hould not do it an) 
thus concluded the conference 
the (hips. 

T hefe per(bas having defi v< 
all the Chiefs, who were' ufu 
mariial alFairs, thought peace { 
and immediately fent a number 
with roAed uili, poultry, bread a 
fruit. Thefe being delivered, 
naats on the ground, and place 
veral forts of vtry beautiful feai 
ter which they let the Spaniards 
Lord would come the next da 
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both parties underftood very little, except by 
words interpreted by yafian and Mekbicr. After 
ibme tirite, the Cacique ordered an Indian to 
take out of a trunk he carried, fome olates of 
gold, and thin boards covered with the fame 
metaJ for armour. Thefe the Cacique himfelf 
tried upon Grijalva, taking off thofe that did not 
fit, and applying others, till he had put him on 
a compleat fait of gold armour that fitted him 
as well as if it htSi been made for him. He 
alfo prefented him various works in gold and 
feathers. In return' Grijal<va called for a very 
fine (hii t, and with hrs own hands put it upon 
the Cacique, as he alfo did his great coat of crim- 
fon velvet. He thfen put on nis feet a pair of 
new Hioes; and gave him fome of the beft 
firings of beads and looking -glafles, with fcif- 
fars, knives, and feveral toys made of tin, fome 
of which he alfo gave to ail the Cacique's attend- 
ants. The Cacique's prefent to Gnjaha was 
worth about 3000 pieces of eight, and among; 
the jeft were a wo<Klen head -piece covered with 
thin plates of gold^ and three or four madcs, 
fome of which were covered with a fort of 
hones like emeralds. The fight of thefe things 
made the Spaniards very eager to fettle in a 
country that produced fuch vaft wealth. 

Grijaha having received this confiderable pre- 
fent, and being fenfible that the Indians were 
not willing that their gueiis fhould flay long» 
proceeded farther, and in two days came to a 
town called Agualunco^ which the Spaniards 
named Le-Rambla^ where the iiiKahlt3.a^.% ^3^- 
feared at 9, diflance, \v\tYi x.ai^'txs ol\.wx:fe.^^ 
which glitering in the Cuft» tmAr ^^tbr <^ .^ 
S/aw'ardi ftkncy they w«t^^^ ^o\^* ^"^ 



CO gU Ull luuiw wit.it M«. ..... ^ 

Other foldicn, and that in cafe 
peared in a warlike pollure, he 
tice» in order that fuccours m'gh 
It is ncceflary to obferve, th 
part of the great empire of il 
MonteTotma, who was then feate 
bavins; heard of the exploits oi 
and the pains they took to be< 
with the maritime parts of his e: 
grow uneafy, and longed to 1 
took fuch pains to learn the ft; 
that did not belong to them. T 
telligence, he haa given dire£li< 
nors of fome of thefe provin 
thefe flrangers civilly, to leize e 
of trading with them, and t 
time to time fuch an account < 
as mi^hc enable him dearly to < 
nion he ought to entertain of t] 
feauence of thefe indrudlions t 
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and gave the people ibme glafs beads and neck- 
laces. He was treated with great refpefl by the 
Emperor of Mexic9*$ governor, and his principal 
officers, who ordering the Indians to bring gold 
to barter, the Spaniards ^ daring the fix days 
they (laid there* parchafed gold toys of feveral 
fhapesy to the value of 15,000 pieces of 
eight. 

At length Grijaha having made prefcnts to 
the principal perfons, and taking poflcfilon of 
the country for the Kin? of SpMn^ in the narnc 
of Diego Velafquix^ embarked and touched at 
feveral iflands, and having landed in one of them, 
with 30 folditrrsy found a temple in which were 
feveral idols, and four men drcfTcd in long black 
mantles with hoods, who were the pricfl3 of the 
temple, and had that very day facnficed two 
boys who were found ripj)ed open, and their 
hearts taken out ; a piece ot cruelty which ill led 
the Spaniards with horror and companion. 'J o 
this ifland, which was called Vlua^ (irijaha 
gave the name of St, John Baptifl^ but ii has 
ever fince been called St, John de Uiua, to dillin- 
guifh it from St, John de Porto Rico. 

Grijaha having (laid feven days at thi*. ifland, 
during which he bartered for a fmall quantity of 
gold, he fent Velajquex an account of his difcO' 
veries bv Aherado^ with all the gold and other 
things they had obtained from the Indians, Vi- 
lafquez was greatly pleafcd with the account 
he received ; but Aherado having been very 
defirous of fettling a colony gave him very ill 
imprefTions of Griial*vaf who had ferved him 
faithfully, and paid the ftx\JiXft&. it-^gi^ ns^ \^>^ 
ordert. 
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he King's fifth of the copper axes, the pur- 
crs had the mardficiition of Ending them 
', In this port Gnjnkm received a Ictt^ 
\ the governor, ordering him to haf^cn to tl 
of t't. JiJgQt and to inform the men th 
ther fleet was fitting out, in order to n;aij_ 
ttUement Grljah^a obeyed this fummonit 
on his arrival at St. J^g^* niet with a wcry • 
I reception from Veltf/quex^ who had even • 
folly to abufe him for having fa ftriftly obey'd 
orders in not making a fettlement. Thn^ 
:ed, ODght certainly to have pi^ferved him 
n that fate, fince nothing but a fcrupulous 
ard to his iDftruAions could confine a man 
o had made great dirc6verles, from taking 
li meafures as were mo^ likely to eflablifh at 
:e his fortune and independency. Grijaha^ 
tented himfelf with (hewing the indruflioni 
had received, which Velafyuex looked upon 
a tacit imputation on himfelf, and gave the 
nmand of the fleet to Hernando Cortes^ which 
ngs us to his celebrated expedition. 

^he End of the Firft Volume. 
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